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6:10-13 Attempt #3 (continued) |
1. Rashi to Nechemiah 6:12
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| recognized in his words that Gd had not sent him for this, for me to transgress because of fear of death.

2. Malbim to Nechemiah 6:12
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He recognized it now because the counsel Shemayah advised him now contradicted the prophecy he had prophesied

about him beforehand. Had Gd said that Nechemiah would reign over Israel, how could his enemies kill him, such that

he should hide from them in the sanctuary? Just the opposite, Shemayah should have told him, “Fear not, for the word

of Gd will not return empty-handed, and you shall reign!”

3. Metzudat David to Nechemiah 6:12
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There is much salvation before Him, and why would He then command that Nechemiah violate His command@ Had

Shemayah said it on his own, there would be room to say that this was permitted in order to save his life, but Gd would

not command such a thing.

4. Malbim to Nechemiah 6:13
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“Because he was hired” — So that people would make this claim regarding Nechemiah, saying that Shemayah had
been hired by Nechemiah to prophesy thus about him.

5. Ralbag to Nechemiah 6, Lesson 12
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For it would be inappropriate for a person to swiftly believe that which was told to him, such that it would move him to

do that which could lead to physical or spiritual harm for him. And [this is so] even though the speakers says that he is

telling him prophetically, when the words themselves testify to him that it is not so...

6:14-15 Nechemiah's prayer
6. Noadiah the prophetess? Kohelet 7:27

7. lbn Ezra to Nechemiah 6:15
NN RP210 AOWW - DY 20w Dwnn®
After 52 days — since Sanballat’s letter.

6:16-19 A letter-writing campaign

8. Metzudat David to Nechemiah 6:17
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Even after the completion of the construction, even though they saw that it was done with aid from Gd, still, many of the

officers of Judea sent letters to Toviah, and the letters from Toviah came to them with love and affection.

9. Ralbag to Nechemiah 6:17
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And even though Toviah was one of the Samaritans, he did not purge this marriage which they had with him, for there

were Jewish women in his home, and Ezra only purged the foreign women taken by Jewish men.



10. Rashi to Nechemiah 6:17
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To Toviah; he was a wicked Jew.

11. Talmud, Kiddushin 70a
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There were mamzerim — How do we know? It is written, “And Sanballat the Choroni and Toviah, the Ammonite slave,

heard” and “For many in Judea had sworn loyalty to [Toviah], for he was the son-in-law of Shechaniah ben Arach, and

his son Yehochanan had taken the daughter of Meshulam ben Berechiah. [6:18]” The author believes that if an idolater

or eved lives with a Jewish woman, the child is a mamzer.

12. Eran Viezel, mnm-xa1y 2509 >"'wab epvnn wrsn, hitps://www.biv.ac.il/JS/JSI/isij2.html

13. Malbim to Nechemiah 6:19
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They said good things about him, and presumed him to be a good and righteous man, and therefore they also brought
Nechemiah’s words and secrets to Toviah. He had spies among the Jews.

14. Metzudat David to Nechemiah 6:19
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They would speak of Toviah's good traits before me, to irritate me.

15. Malbim to Nechemiah 6:17
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This is a preface for what it will say in the next section, that Nechemiah appointed his brethren over the walls of

Jerusalem, and he instructed them to guard the city as well afterward. Even though the surrounding nations experienced

fear of Gd, there was still a stone of harm among the Jews themselves...

7:1-3 Assignment of guards for the walls

1. R’ Dov Zakheim, Nehemiah pg. 127-128

Nehemiah was faced with a dilemma. He could not rely on the loyalty of the priests, since many of their leaders had
ties by marriage to his opponents. Yet he could not displace the priests. His religious commitment forced him to support
priestly activities in the Temple.

His solution was quite clever; without derogating from the duties of the priests, he diluted their power by lifting the Levites
from the underclass and giving them a stake in the Temple apparatus. The Levites had already indicated a willingness
to align themselves with Nehemiah when they contributed to his efforts to repair the wall...

In particular, in addition to restoring their traditional role as singers in the Temple services and guardians of the Temple
entrances, he organized them into a new security force... the Levites were not only armed, but for the first time functioned
as state auxiliaries, with all the power and prestige that such positions entailed.

2. Malbim to Nechemiah 7:1
:ONAWA DY TR0 ANV AR 17122 20 009 1 nnY 7Y
Until now the Levites were busy in building the wall; now they were commissioned in their roles.

3. Ralbag to Nechemiah 13, Lesson 2
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