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Psalms 82

תהילים פ״ב
וֶל  י תִּשְׁפְּטוּ־עָ֑ ט׃ (ב) עַד־מָתַ֥ ים יִשְׁפֹּֽ רֶב אֱ�הִ֣ ל בְּקֶ֖ ב בַּעֲדַת־אֵ֑ ים נִצָּ֥ ף א� �הִ֗ סָ֥ (א) מִזְמ֗וֹר לְאָ֫

ל וְאֶבְי֑וֹן מִיַּד֖  יקוּ׃ (ד) פַּלְּטוּ־דַ֥ שׁ הַצְדִּֽ י וָרָ֣ ל וְיָת֑וֹם עָנִ֖ לָה׃ (ג) שִׁפְטוּ־דַ֥ ים תִּשְׂאוּ־סֶֽ שָׁעִ֗ וּפְנֵ֥י רְ֝
רֶץ׃ (ו)  מּ֗וֹטוּ כָּל־מ֥וֹסְדֵי אָֽ כוּ יִ֝ ה יִתְהַלָּ֑ ינוּ בַּחֲשֵׁכָ֥ א יָבִ֗ ֹ֥  דְע֨וּ ׀ וְל א יָֽ ֹ֤ ילוּ׃ (ה) ל ים הַצִּֽ רְשָׁעִ֣

לוּ׃  ים תִּפֹּֽ ד הַשָּׂרִ֣ ם תְּמוּת֑וּן וּכְאַחַ֖ כֵן כְּאָדָ֣ ם׃ (ז) אָ֭ ם וּבְנֵ֖י עֶלְי֣וֹן כֻּלְּכֶֽ ים אַתֶּ֑ מַרְתִּי אֱ�הִ֣ א� נִי־אָ֭
ם׃ ל בְּכָל־הַגּוֹיִֽ נְחַ֗ ה תִ֝ י־אַתָּ֥ רֶץ כִּֽ ה הָאָ֑ �הִים שָׁפְטָ֣ ה אֱ֭ (ח) קוּמָ֣

(1) A psalm of Asaph.  God stands in the divine assembly;  among the divine beings He 
pronounces judgment. (2) How long will you judge perversely,  showing favor to the 
wicked?Selah. (3) Judge the wretched and the orphan,  vindicate the lowly and the poor, 
(4) rescue the wretched and the needy;  save them from the hand of the wicked. (5) They 
neither know nor understand,  they go about in darkness;  all the foundations of the earth 
totter. (6) I had taken you for divine beings,  sons of the Most High, all of you; (7) but you 
shall die as men do,  fall like any prince. (8) Arise, O God, judge the earth,  for all the 
nations are Your possession.

Rosh Hashanah 31a

ראש השנה ל״א א
בשלישי היו אומרים (תהלים פב, א) אלהים נצב בעדת אל על שם שגילה ארץ בחכמתו 

והכין תבל לעדתו 

On the third day of the week they would recite the psalm beginning: “God stands in 
the congregation of God” (Psalms 82:1), because on the third day of Creation He 
revealed the land in His wisdom and thereby prepared the world for His assembly 
that could now live on the dry land. 

ברכות ו׳ א
אמר רבין בר רב אדא א"ר יצחק מנין שהקב"ה מצוי בבית הכנסת שנאמר (תהלים פב, 
א) אלהים נצב בעדת אל ומנין לעשרה שמתפללין ששכינה עמהם שנאמר אלהים נצב 
בעדת אל ומנין לשלשה שיושבין בדין ששכינה עמהם שנאמר (תהלים פב, א) בקרב 

אלהים ישפוט...וכי מאחר דאפילו חד תרי מבעיא תרי מכתבן מלייהו בספר הזכרונות 
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Berakhot 6a

חד לא מכתבן מליה בספר הזכרונות  וכי מאחר דאפי' תרי תלתא מבעיא מהו דתימא 
דינא שלמא בעלמא הוא ולא אתיא שכינה קמ"ל דדינא נמי היינו תורה וכי מאחר דאפי' 

תלתא עשרה מבעיא עשרה קדמה שכינה ואתיא תלתא עד דיתבי: 

In explaining Abba Binyamin’s statement, Ravin bar Rav Adda said that Rabbi 
Yitzḥak said: From where is it derived that the Holy One, Blessed be He, is located in 
a synagogue? As it is stated: “God stands in the congregation of God; in the midst of 
the judges He judges” (Psalms 82:1). The congregation of God is the place where people 
congregate to sing God’s praises, and God is located among His congregation. And from 
where is it derived that ten people who pray, the Divine Presence is with them? As it 
is stated: “God stands in the congregation of God,” and the minimum number of 
people that constitute a congregation is a quorum of ten. From where is it derived that 
three who sit in judgment, the Divine Presence is with them? It is derived from this 
same verse, as it is stated: “In the midst of the judges He judges,” and the minimum 
number of judges that comprises a court is three.  The Gemara asks: Since the Divine 
Presence rests even upon one who engages in Torah study, was it necessary to say that 
the Divine Presence rests upon two who study Torah together? The Gemara answers: 
There is a difference between them. Two people, their words of Torah are written in 
the book of remembrance, as it is stated: “And a book of remembrance was written”; 
however a single individual’s words of Torah are not written in a book of 
remembrance. The Gemara continues: Since the Divine Presence rests even upon two 
who engage in Torah study, is it necessary to mention three? The Gemara answers: Here 
too, a special verse is necessary lest you say that judgment is merely to keep the peace 
among the citizenry, and the Divine Presence does not come and rest upon those who 
sit in judgment as they are not engaged in Torah study. Ravin bar Rav Adda teaches us 
that sitting in judgment is also Torah. The Gemara asks: Since the Divine Presence 
rests even upon three, is it necessary to mention ten? The Gemara answers: The Divine 
Presence arrives before a group of ten. For a group of three judges, however, the 
Divine Presence does not arrive until they sit and begin their deliberations, as in the 
midst of the judges He judges. God aids them in their judgment, but does not arrive 
before them. 

Sanhedrin 6b

סנהדרין ו׳ ב
ויהו הדיינין יודעין את מי הן דנין ולפני מי הן דנין ומי עתיד ליפרע מהן שנא' (תהלים 

פב, א) אלהים נצב בעדת אל 

And the judges should know whom they are judging, and before Whom they are 
judging, and Who will ultimately exact payment from them, as it is stated: “God 
stands in the congregation of God” (Psalms 82:1). 
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