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Is Threshing Limited to Things That Come
from the Ground?
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Shabbat 75a

We learned in the mishna, among those liable for performing primary categories of labor:
One who traps a deer or any other living creature. The Sages taught in a 7osefta: One
who traps a hilazon and breaks its shell to remove its blood for the dye is liable to
bring only one sin-offering. He is not liable for breaking the shell. Rabbi Yehuda says:
He is liable to bring two, for performing the prohibited labors of trapping and for
threshing, as Rabbi Yehuda would say: The breaking of a hilazon is included in the
primary category of threshing, as its objective is to extract the matter that he desires
from the shell that he does not. The Rabbis said to him: Breaking the shell is not
included in the primary category of threshing. Rava said: What is the rationale for the
opinion of the Rabbis? They hold: Threshing applies only to produce that grows from
the ground. One who extracts other materials from their covering is exempt.
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Shabbat 95a

The Sages taught in a haraita: One who milks an animal, and one who sets milk to
curdle, and one who makes cheese, in the measure of a dried fig-bulk, and one who
sweeps the house, and one who sprinkles water on the floor, and one who removes
honeycombs, if he did so unwittingly on Shabbat, he is liable to bring a sin-offering. If
he did so intentionally on a Festival, he receives forty lashes; this is the statement of
Rabbi Eliezer. And the Rabbis say: Both this, on Shabbat and that, on a Festival,

these actions are only prohibited due to a rabbinic decree, not by Torah law. Therefore,
one is neither liable to bring a sin-offering nor to receive lashes for performing those
actions.
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Shabbat 111a

Didn’t Rav Shimi bar Hiyya say the following in the name of Rav? With regard to
this cloth stopper inserted into the spout of a barrel, it is prohibited to insert it tightly
on a Festival due to the prohibited labor of wringing. Doesn’t Rabbi Shimon permit
performing an unintentional act from which a prohibited labor may ensue? The Gemara
answers: In that case, even Rabbi Shimon concedes that it is prohibited, as it was
Abaye and Rava who both said: Rabbi Shimon concedes in instances categorized as:
Cut off its head and it shall not die. This category refers to situations where the ensuing
prohibited labor is inevitable. In those kinds of cases, one is liable even according to
Rabbi Shimon. Since stuffing a cloth into a barrel will inevitably lead to wringing wine
from it, Rabbi Shimon concedes that doing so is forbidden.
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Tosafot on Shabbat 73b

Extracting- Rashi explains that this is a subcategory of Threshing. Rabbeinu Tam is of the
opinion that this is difficult as the Gemara says later that extracting the Chilazon Dye is
only a Rabbinic prohibition because Threshing must come from the ground. And, don't
say that only the Chilazon, a fish, is not from the ground, but milking an animal is from
the ground because the reason that it has to come from the ground is that we learn from
the Mishkan that it has to grow from the ground and it is not from the ground with
regards to an animal as we say in the context of worker's rights that threshing is only for
produce and the worker may partake of the food as opposed to milking in animal. It is
also difficult to say that we follow the opinon of Rabbi Yehuda over the Rabannan.
Rabbeinu Tam, therefore, holds that extracting is a subcategory of smoothing as one
smooths the udder of the animal. The Ri argues on Rabbeinu Tam...
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Mishneh Torah, Sabbath 8:7

A person who threshes [an amount of grain the size of] a dried fig is liable. [The
forbidden labor of] threshing applies only with regard to the earth's produce. Extracting
produce from its shell is a derivative of threshing; [a person who performs this activity] is
liable. The same applies in all similar situations. Similarly, a person who milks an animal
is liable for extracting food.
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Shulchan Arukh, Orach Chayim 319:6

Rama: and even though one is removing the food from the stalks, nevertheless it is
allowed as it is done in a different way to eat. There are those are stringent, and, therefore
say that one shouldn't remove nuts their green shell. It is good to be stringent as one can
eat them without extracting.
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Shulchan Arukh, Orach Chayim 321:19
Rama: It is forbidden to peel garlic and onions when one removes them to set aside, but
one may eat them if it is for immediate usage.
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