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7:10-15 Gd prescribes for Yehoshua (continued)

1. Commentary of Radak to 7:13
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They said that he passed them before the Ark, and the one who was "caught" was caught by the Ark, so that he could

not move from there. They also said that he set up the tribes before the vrim v'fummim, and the stones of the choshen

had the names of tribes inscribed on them, and the one whose stone dimmed was the one who was caught.

Yehudah's stone dimmed. To know the families and individuals, they did a 4ijp/ with a lot.

2. Talmud, Sanhedrin 43b
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He went and cast lots, and the lot landed on Achan. Achan said to him: Yehoshua — will you come to me with a lot2

You and Elazar the Kohen are the two leaders of the generation, but if | would cast lots upon you, it would fall on one

of youl!

3. Commentary of Abarbanel, pg. 38
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So that it would be known before the nation's eyes, and his relatives would not say that Yehoshua had bounded it and
marked Achan himself...

4. Talmud, Sanhedrin 43b
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He said before Gd: Master of the universe, who has sinned? Gd replied: Am | a delatore

5. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Delator

In Roman history, properly one who gave notice (deferre) to the treasury officials of monies that had become due to
the imperial fisc. This special meaning was extended to those who lodged information as to punishable offences, and
further, to those who brought a public accusation (whether true or not) against any person (especially with the object
of getting money). Although the word delator itself, for "common informer," is confined to imperial times, the right of
public accusation had long existed. When exercised from patriotic and disinterested motives, its effects were
beneficial; but the moment the principle of reward was introduced, this was no longer the case. Sometimes the
accuser was rewarded with the rights of citizenship, a place in the senate, or a share of the property of the accused.
At the end of the republican period, Cicero (De Officiis, ii. 14) expresses his opinion that such accusations should be
undertaken only in the interests of the state or for other urgent reasons. Under the Roman Empire the system became
openly corrupt...

6. Rabbi Yuval Sherlo, http://shut.moreshet.co.il/shut2.asp2id=73507
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The obligation of exposing evil is placed upon Yehoshua, not upon Gd. Although in this situation, had Gd spoken
first, then bloodshed would have been avoided, Gd does not remove the responsibility of clarifying truth from Man,
and Gd does not become a "tale-bearer". It is part of the "Divine image" in Man, and part of the obligation placed
upon him to clarify what happened. Until they do this, the price will be very high.
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7:16-23 To catch a thief
7. Commentary of Rashi to 7:19
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Achan began to cast aspersions upon the lottery... Yehoshua said: "Give honour! Please, do not cast aspersions upon
the lotteries, for the land will be divided up through this means."

8. Midrash, Bamidbar Rabbah 23:6
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Strife fell among Israel, and the tribe of Yehudah rose to fight and killed groups of Jews. When Achan saw this, he
said to himself, "Anyone who saves one life in Israel is as though he had saved an entire world, and due to me many
lives in Israel will be killed2 | am sinner, and one who causes sin! Better that | admit before Gd and before Yehoshua,
rather than have this destruction occur because of me." What did Achan do2 He stood and made himself audible to
the entire group, and they silenced the group before him, and he said...

7:24-26 Punishment
9. Talmud, Sanhedrin 44a
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Rav Nachman said: He came and cast them down before Gd, and said, "Master of the Universe! For these, should
the majority of the Sanhedrin be killed2!"

10. Commentary of Rashi to 7:24
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"His sons and daughters... and all Israel" — To see his punishment and be taught not to act as he did.

11.Burning Devarim 7:26

Summary of the chapter
e Yehoshua's arc Gd-aligned leader. Defeated and Helpless. Righter of wrongs. Defender of the nation.
e The nation's arc Collective responsibility. Humility. Rooting out evil.



