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5:6-13 Nechemiah’s remedy (continued)
1. Revere Gd! Vayikra 25:17, 25:36

2. Malbim to Nechemiah 5:9
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For even if you do not revere Gd and you do not tremble for the Torah’s mitzvot, you must still appear as though you

walk and act with reverence for Gd, lest you bear shame from the nations. They will say of you that you do not have

faith and religion, and you mock Gd; this is how they will shame you.

3. Rashi to Nechemiah 5:10
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| and my allies also hold financial debts over them, and we will abandon and forgive them all of these debits.

4. lbn Ezra to Nechemiah 5:12
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“And | made them swear” via the kohanim, for they are the ones who administer oaths, like “And the kohen shall have
the woman swear.” Therefore he called them.

5. Rashi to Nechemiah 5:12
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“To do as this” — for them to forgive, too.

6. Rabbi Ovadia Yosef, Yabia Omer 4:Orach Chaim 47:1
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And the Oholei Yaakov added that shaking the corners of one’s garment also has support from Scripture, in Nechemiah

5:13. This indicates one must perform a sign.

5:14-19 Nechemiah'’s self-defense
7. Metzudat David to Nechemiah 5:14
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| also benefited Israel in this way, for from the time that the king commissioned me as their ruler in Judea...

8. Malbim to Nechemiah 5:14
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Not only did he benefit the needy, but he did not burden the wealthy, and so they listened to his voice.

9. Ralbag to Nechemiah 5:15
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After they took from them forty silver shekel per year, month, or most likely week, they also took for bread and wine for
their expenditures.

10. Metzudat David to Nechemiah 5:16
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Also this benefit | provided, for | took hold of the work on the law, meaning | energized the builders lest their hands be
weak in working.



11.Ralbag to Nechemiah 5:16
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“And | also strengthened the work on this wall” — To complete it, full-strength, and | was involved in building it. “And

we did not purchase fields” - from which to produce our daily bread, so that we would need to work in the fields.

12. Talmud, Sanhedrin 93a
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But Nechemiah son of Chakaliah recorded all of Ezra’s deeds; why wasn't the book named for him2 Rabbi Yirmiyah
bar Abba said: Because he took credit for himself, as in Nechemiah 5:19... Rav Yosef said: Because he degraded
earlier ones, as in Nechemiah 5:15... And even of Daniel, who was greater, he spoke thus...

13. Prof. Moshe Tzvi Segal, Encyclopedia Mikrait V pg. 820
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Perhaps his composition was meant to serve as a defense against his many enemies. This was the reason for his

customary prayer in this composition, that Gd remember for the best his good needs, and remember for the worst for

his enemies their bad deeds.

14. Malbim to Nechemiah 5:19
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One could explain that he meant also that Gd should remember this merit for him, not for himself but so that Gd should
remember this merit for the nation, for the merit of the righteous protects the nation.

Chapter 6: Intrigue
15. Ambushes and false charges

e Gedalyah Jeremiah 40:13-41:2
e Chananiah, Mishael, Azaryah Daniel 3:9-12
e Daniel Daniel 6:12-14
16. Outline
o 6:14 Attempt #1
e 659 Attempt #2
e 6:10-13 Attempt #3
o 6:1415 Nechemiah’s prayer
o 6:16-19 A letter-writing campaign

17. Malbim to Nechemiah 6:1
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Therefore they still held hope of halting the work, for later they fell in [their own] eyes, as in 6:16.

18.R’ Dov Zakheim, Nehemiah pg. 114

Significantly, Tobiah did not join in the invitation to Nehemiah. He may have shrunk from the idea of murdering a fellow
Jew. He may also have been assigned to attack the city while Nehemiah was at Kephirim. Leaderless, the Jews might
have been expected to panic and, heeding the likes of Tobiah’s kinsman Eliashiv, who after all wielded considerable
authority as High Priest, to surrender without a fight.



