Shoftim 58: Chapters 18-19 — Moshe’s Grandson2! / The Concubine at Givah ;) VS GNERSTY

R’ Mordechai Torczyner - forczyner@torontotorah.com \;‘ TORAH MITZION

BEIT MIDRASH

Moshe’s grandson@2 (continued)

1. Talmud, Nedarim 81a
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Why isn’t it common for Torah scholars to have Torah scholars among their children Rav Yosef: Lest people say Torah

is an inheritance. Rav Sheshet breih d'Rav Idi: Lest they lord it over the community. Mar Zuta: Because they lord it over

the community. Rav Ashi: Because they call people ‘donkeys’. Raveina: Because they don't recite the berachah before

studying Torah.

2. Midrash, Mechilta d'R’ Yishmael, Parshat Yitro (Amalek) 1
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“Foreign [land]” — Rabbi Yehoshua said: It certainly was a foreign land to him. Rabbi Elazar haModai said: It was a
land of a foreign god [nechar Kah)... When Moshe said to Yitro, “Give me your daughter Tzipporah for a wife,” Yitro
replied, “Accept that which | will tell you, and | will give her to you for a wife.” He said, “What is it2” He said, “Your
first son shall be for idolatry, and afterward for Heaven.” He accepted it. Yitro said, “Swear to me,” and he swore to
him, as it says, “ Vayoe/ Moshe,” and alah is an oath... Therefore, the malach came to kill Moshe...

Introduction to Pilegesh b’Givah

3. Outline of Perakim 19-21

19:1-12 Prologue: A Levi, his pilegesh and her family
19:13-28 Barbarity in Givah

19:29-20:13  National horror

20:14-48 War with Binyamin

21:1-25 Wives for Binyamin

4. Rashi to Shoftim 17:1

:D°OWI’ DR WA KD PUTVW 11777 ",0°2910 721V Y IR 01 XY 2°0W1°Aw 0120 DY K1 Y232 WA
And in pilegesh b'Givah it says of Yevus in Jerusalem, “We will not turn to the city of idolaters.” We learn that they had
not yet conquered Jerusalem.

5. Talmud, Sanhedrin 103b
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Why did they not list Michah [among those who do not enter olam haba]? Because his bread was available for

travellers... The ministering malachim wished to push him, but Gd told them, “Leave him be, for his bread is available

for travellers.” And for this, the people of Pilegesh b’Givah were punished.

6. Abarbanel to Shoftim 17:1

Ealrhy! ,Dﬂ’.m?lﬂbm DOV O T 1IN DY ,1902 D°1NNR 177 JAT2 NP 2N anm ,ﬂbxﬂ 0°1°1v7 79°0 21727 NN
..U DRI D322 PR D°0° NN DPRW DR 1PY ORI 2101 0T annhwi

And after listing those [events] it told of these things. Even though they preceded, they are last in the book because the

matters of the shoftim and their wars are listed together, and after their conclusion it listed the matters of Israel, which

occurred in their day, which are not about enemies or judges. ..



7. Shemuel I 11:7
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And he took a pair of cattle and cut it up, and he sent it throughout Israel via messengers, saying: Anyone who will not

go out after Shaul and Shemuel, so shall be done to his cattle. And the fear of Gd fell upon the nation, and they went

out as one.

8. Prof. Yechezkel Kaufmann, Sefer Shoftim, pg. 278-279
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The view that the story was created as propaganda of atrocity for the house of David against the house of Shaul is only
an empty creation, based upon nothing. Had such propaganda of atrocity existed, we should have found some mention
of it in the books of Shemuel and Melachim, but there is no mention. Shaul is a tragic image, but full of glory and
nobility. To David, [Shaul] is “the anointed of Gd” to the last minute... And there is no word of disgrace against Binyamin
in Scripture, other than the story of pilegesh b'Givah. Even in this story itself, Binyamin is a brother, and the nation cries
at his lot and tries to maintain a remnant... Certainly, there was no enmity of “later Jews” for Shaul and Binyamin. There
is no hint of enmity like this, anywhere. After the division of the monarchy, Binyamin stuck with Yehudah and remained
loyal to the house of David forever. This itself demonstrates that there was no enduring enmity for Binyamin in Yehudah....

9. Suzanne Glass, The Concubine Connection, The Independent, Oct. 19 1996

Dial the New York telephone number advertised in bold black print on the fliers and you are answered by a recording.
"This is the Shalom Bayis [Peace in the Home] Organisation," says a woman's voice. "If matters in your marriage are
urgent, never threaten your spouse with talk of a divorce. Our organisation offers hundreds of career women, desperate
to be concubines to exclusively married men. If you think a concubine would enhance your marriage please leave a
bleeper number and a brief description of yourself after the tone...

10. Rambam, Mishneh Torah Hilchot Melachim 4:4
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A king may take wives and concubines from all of Israel — wives with Ketubah and Kiddushin, concubines without

Ketubah or Kiddushin, but simply transacting with her by designation and thus she becomes permissible to him. Regular

people may not have concubines...

11. Talmud, Ketuvot 56b-57a
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Rami bar Chama's sister was married to Rav Avya, and she lost her ketubah document. The couple came to Rav Yosef.
Rav Yosef told them: Shemuel said that although Rabbi Meir prohibits a couple from living together without a ketubah,
the sages said that they may live thus for two or three years without a ketubah. Abbaye replied: But didn’t Rav Nachman
cite Shemuel to say that the law follows Rabbi Meir on his decrees! Rav Yosef said: If so, write her a new Ketubah.

12. Talmud, Gittin 6b
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