
PARENTING ON PURPOSE: 
Goals, Objectives & Measures 
of Jewish Parenting 

THE HALACHIC PARAMETERS OF CHINUCH
Through Ages and Stages 

THE SPIRIT OF THE LAW & THE LAW 
OF THE SPIRIT:
Fostering Spirituality in Our Children

STEPPING IN AND STEPPING ASIDE:
Inspiring Independence in a Scary World 

"THE TIMES THEY ARE A-CHANGIN": 
Jewish Parenting in the 21st Century 

SQUARE PEGS AND ROUND HOLES: 
Torah Perspectives on Raising 
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A SAMPLE OF THE MANY TOPICS THAT 

WE WILL NOT BE ADDRESSING:
• Teaching respect, building character

• Managing expectations in our children

• Peer pressure

• Sibling rivalry

• How to criticize children 

• Dealing with schools and camps

• When parents disagree

• Teaching financial independence

• Preparing children for successful marriages

• Teaching your child the value of time

• Methods of discipline

• Displaying marital love and affection

• Setting boundaries

• Raising children in a materialistic world

• Dealing with children’s sense of entitlement

• Helping children manage stress

• Parenting adult children 

• Discussing sexuality 

• Protecting children from sexual abuse

• Dealing with illness and death



PARENTING ON PURPOSE: 
GOALS, OBJECTIVES & MEASURES 

OF JEWISH PARENTING  



INTRO 
• Personal disclaimer: I am not a parenting expert
• If you have children to parent, then you are 

extraordinarily blessed and never forget that
• The most important – and often overlooked – ingredient 

in successful parenting: סיעתא דשמיא





“WOULD IT NOT BE MORE IDEAL IF…”
• There was a version of “What to Expect When You are Expecting” for every 

month of a child’s life
• Each child came with an individualized and personalized set of instructions
• One single parenting method and approach worked for every child
• We would receive real-time, instant feedback and could be certain that our 

parenting styles and approaches were effective 



NO.
That would not be ideal.

Easier maybe, but not ideal.



עֲמָלֵנוּ וְאֶת

אלו הבנים, ואת עמלנו-ספרי שם 



How can we measure SUCCESS when 
evaluating our role performance as 

Jewish parents?

We can never measure our success 
if we do not clearly define our GOALS.

What are the GOALS of Jewish parenting????



רוּ  ְ ו רְבוּ פ 

Rav Samson Rapahel Hirsch z”l
1800-1880



•

Abraham Maslow

1908-1970





According to Maslow, self-actualizing people share the following qualities:

• Truth: honest, reality, beauty, pure, clean and unadulterated completeness
• Goodness: rightness, desirability, uprightness, benevolence, honesty
• Beauty: rightness, form, aliveness, simplicity, richness, wholeness, perfection, completion,
• Wholeness: unity, integration, tendency to oneness, interconnectedness, simplicity, organization, structure, 

order, not dissociated, synergy
• Dichotomy: transcendence, acceptance, resolution, integration, polarities, opposites, contradictions
• Aliveness: process, not-deadness, spontaneity, self-regulation, full-functioning
• Uniqueness: idiosyncrasy, individuality, non comparability, novelty
• Perfection: nothing superfluous, nothing lacking, everything in its right place, just-rightness, suitability, justice
• Necessity: inevitability: it must be just that way, not changed in any slightest way
• Completion: ending, justice, fulfillment
• Justice: fairness, suitability, disinterestedness, non partiality,
• Order: lawfulness, rightness, perfectly arranged
• Simplicity: nakedness, abstract, essential skeletal, bluntness
• Richness: differentiation, complexity, intricacy, totality
• Effortlessness: ease; lack of strain, striving, or difficulty
• Playfulness: fun, joy, amusement
• Self-sufficiency: autonomy, independence, self-determining





RAV SHLOMO WOLBE Z”L 

1914-2005



זריעה / PLANTING בנין / BUILDING



זריעה / PLANTING בנין / BUILDING

לַיִם שוּבבְרַחֲמִיםעִירְךָוְלִירוּשָׁ ,תָׁ
הּוְתִשְכּוֹן רבְתוכָׁ וּבְנֵה,דִבַרְתָָּׁכַּאֲשֶׁ
הּ רוֹבאוֹתָׁ מֵינוּבְקָׁ ןבְיָׁ םבִנְיָׁ ,עוֹלָׁ
וִדוְכִסֵא העַבְדְךָדָׁ הּמְהֵרָׁ לְתוֹכָׁ
כִין רוּךְ.תָׁ הבָׁ יִםבוֹנֵה'האַתָׁ לָׁ יְרוּשָׁ

ת מַחאֶׁ וִדצֶׁ העַבְדְךָדָׁ מְהֵרָׁ
רוּםוְקַרְנוּ,תַצְמִיחַָּ ךָתָׁ תֶׁ .בִישוּעָׁ

תְךָכִּי לקִוִּינוּלִישוּעָׁ .הַיּוֹםכָׁ
רוּךְ הבָׁ ןמַצְמִיחַָּ'האַתָׁ רֶׁ קֶׁ

ה .יְשוּעָׁ



זריעה / PLANTING בנין / BUILDING

לדברהיודעקטן-.מבסוכה'מס
מאיתורה,ש"וקתורהלומדואביו
(ד,לגדברים)המנונאר"כאהיא

קהלתמורשהמשהלנוצוהתורה
ראשוןפסוקהיאמאיש"קיעקב

חמשבן–כא:האבות'מס
חמשבן,למשנהעשרבן,למקרא
לגמראעשרה









JEWISH 

PARENTING 101

LESSON #1



WHAT IS THE MOST EFFECTIVE WAY GUIDE/TEACH/INSPIRE/INFLUENCE OUR CHILDREN?



לאנהגא גרמיה בביתיה בארח מישר ובאורח תקונא , בשבתך בביתך-זוהר שם 
ולא יטיל דחילו  , לאנהגא גרמיה עמהון בנחת ובחידו, דילפון מניה בני ביתיה

וכל עובדוי בביתיה בארח תקונא, בבני ביתיה יתיר

ּב ָּ-ז:דברים ו ָ רְת  ַּ ב  םּלְבָנֶיךָּוְדִׁ ָ נְת  נ ַּ ִׁ בֵיתֶךָּםּוְש  ךָּב ְ בְת ְ ִׁ ש  ב ְ
ךָּו בְקו מֶּ כְב ְ ָ רֶךְּו בְש  ד ֶ ךָּבַּ בְלֶכְת ְ ךָּו 



השפעה
שיפוע



שפעהשפעה



ב -כא :משלי כז הָּ ף וְכוּר לַזָּּ סֶּ לו  מַצְרֵף לַכֶּּ וְאִישׁ לְפִי מַהֲלָּ

Rav Yitzchak 

Hutner z”l

1906-1980

'פחד יצחק פורים א



JEWISH 

PARENTING 101

LESSON #2



י דַרְכּו  -ו :משלי כב עַר עַל פִּ ךְ לַנַּ חֲנ 
נָּּה סוּר מִמֶּּ י יַזְקִין ל א יָּ ם כִּ גַּ

Vilna Gaon z”l

1720-1797





JEWISH 

PARENTING 101

LESSON #3



יּלָךְּ-ז :שמות ב אֵלֵךְּוְקָרָאתִׁ רְעֹּהּהַּ ַּ תּפ  ּאֶלּב ַּ ֹּאמֶרּאֲחֹּתוֹּ ת  ןּּוַּ הּמֵינֶקֶתּמִׁ ָ ש   ּאִׁ
לֶד י ָ קּלָךְּאֶתּהַּ ֹּתּוְתֵינִׁ י  בְרִׁ .הָעִׁ

מצריותעלשהחזירתומלמד-"העבריותמן"-שםי"רש
השכינהעםלדברעתידשהיהלפיינקולאלינקהרבה

.(:יבסוטהבבלי;רבהשמות)

Rav Yaakov

Kaminetsky

1891-1986



JEWISH 

PARENTING 101

LESSON #4



What is the single most important word for every parent 
to remember at all times?



Like any plant, growth of the Chinese Bamboo Tree requires nurturing
through water, fertile soil, and sunshine. In its first year though, we see no
visible signs of growth in spite of providing all of these things.
In the second year (again), there is no growth above the soil. The third, fourth
year…still show no signs of anything happening.

Our patience is tested, and we begin to wonder if our efforts caring for and
watering the tree will ever be rewarded. We start to doubt ourselves and
question the value of our efforts. Inevitably, we contemplate quitting. But
then finally in the fifth year – something amazing happens… The Chinese
Bamboo Tree grows 80 feet tall in just six weeks!

But think for a moment, does the Chinese Bamboo Tree really grow 80 feet in
six weeks? Did the Chinese Bamboo Tree lie dormant for four years only to
grow exponentially in the fifth? Or, was the little tree growing underground,
developing a root system strong enough to support its potential for outward
growth in the fifth year and beyond?

The answer is (of course) obvious. Had the tree not developed a strong
unseen foundation it could not have sustained its life as it grew. The same
principle is true for people.

CHINESE BAMBOO TREE



NEXT WEEK…

THE HALACHIC
PARAMETERS OF CHINUCH
Through Ages and Stages




