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THE HALACHIC

PARAMETERS OF CHINUCH
Through Ages and Stages 





DEFINITION OF CHINUCH 

להתחלתאלהבדברים"חנוך"–דפרקמנחות'מסם"לרמבהמשנהפירוש
למודובתחלתלאדםהדמיוןדרךעלזולעבודהזהכלימרגיליםכאלו,העשייה

.כתכונהבושיקלטועדבהםשיתרגלמסויימותמדותאומסוייםמדע
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DEFINITION OF CHINUCH 



SOURCES OF MITZVAH OF CHINUCH 

ם-יט:יאדברים ֶּ דְת  ַּ תאתָֹםוְלִמ  םאֶּ נֵיכֶּ רב ְ ֵ ב  ךָָּםב ָָּלְדַּ בְת ְ ִ ש  ב ְ
ךָָּ בֵיתֶּ ךָָּב ְ כְת ְ ךְָּו בְלֶּ רֶּ ד ֶּ ךָָּבַּ כְב ְ ָ ךָָּו בְָּו בְש  קו מֶּ



SOURCES OF MITZVAH OF CHINUCH 

דְת ָָּ-ח:יגשמות י וֹםלְבִנְךָָּוְהִג ַּ ַּ הו אב  עֲבו ראמרֹלֵָּהַּ ַּ הב  זֶּ
ה צֵאתִילִי'העָש ָ צְרָיִםב ְ .מִמ ִ



SOURCES OF MITZVAH OF CHINUCH 

רחֲנךְָֹּ-ו:כבמשלי עַּ נ ַּ ללַּ יעַּ ִ וָֹּפ  רְכ  םדַּ זְקִיןיכ ִָּג ַּ לאֹיַּ
היָסו ר נ ָ ֶּ מִמ 



SOURCES OF MITZVAH OF CHINUCH 

ת-יטָּ:בראשיתָּיח הָּאֶּ ו ֶּ רָּיְצַּ ֶּ ןָּאֲש  עַּ יוָּלְמַּ עְת ִ יָּיְדַּ יתוָֹּכ ִ ֵ תָּב  נָיוָּוְאֶּ ָ ב 
ךְָּה רֶּ מְרו ָּד ֶּ ָ חֲרָיוָּוְש  פ ָָּ'ָּאַּ ְ וֹתָּצְדָקָהָּו מִש  עֲש  ןָּהָבִיאָּהלַּ עַּ לָָּּ'ָּטָּלְמַּ עַּ

רָּעָלָיו ֶּ ב  רָּד ִ ֶּ בְרָהָםָּאֵתָּאֲש  :אַּ

בזהמקורו,עשהבמצותחינוךמצותומקור-שםחכמהמשך
קרא.המצוותעלבקטנםבניואתשצוהאבינומאברהםהפסוק

בסוףם"הרמבשהביא(ו,כבמשלי)"דרכופיעללנערחנוך"ד
,קבלהמדבריהוי[איסוריםלעניןושם]אסורותמאכלותהלכות

.מאברהםהעיקראבל



GENERAL PARAMETERS OF CHINUCH 

• children under age of מצוות not obligated to perform מצוות
• the מצוה of חינוך is to teach children to do מצוות properly, obviously we

don't want to train children to do מצוות in an improper manner
• מצוה of חינוך and תוכחה continue beyond the המצוותגיל



AGE(S) OF MITZVAS CHINUCH FOR מצוות עשה

• depends on intelligence of spec. child, really varies…generally
around the age of 5-6

• begins when a child can understand the concept of a מצוה from 'ה
• child must be able to carry out מצוה properly



AGE(S) OF MITZVAS CHINUCH FOR מצוות עשה

• when it comes to ('וכו,הבדלה,קידוש)בלבשקיומםמצוות , obligation begins
when they could understand the concepts behind the ,מצוה usually older
than the במעשהשקיומםמצוות



AGE(S) OF MITZVAS CHINUCH FOR מצוות לא תעשה

• begins at an earlier age, once child can understand that this action is
prohibited (not just at that moment but child must understand the need
to always refrain)…generally begins about the age of 4-5



CAUSING CHILDREN TO VIOLATE איסורים

• it is prohibited ת"מה to instruct a child to violate an איסור
• similarly, it is prohibited ת"מה to cause a child to violate an איסור

(i.e. example: feeding non-kosher food, even to an infant)
• at times one may allow a child to violate an איסור



KASHRUS 

WAITING IN BETWEEN MILK AND MEAT
• healthy children under 3 need not wait at all (mouth should be wiped 

externally)
• healthy children between 3 and 6 should try to wait one hour (should 

not be forced)
• healthy children above this age should be encouraged to wait as long 

as he or she is reasonably able (need common sense)
• weaker children need not wait at all



SHABBOS

• והבדלהקידוש : an adult may recite on behalf of child (even if adult has
been (יוצא

• children should be trained to eat סעודותשלש (obv. as well, if child
can handle it, not to force)

• once child can understand that something is אסור, he should be
encouraged to refrain



SHABBOS
• by ,שבת there is an additional איסור for a child to do a מלאכה to

benefit the parent, based on ובנךאתהמלאכהכלתעשהלא"
"...ובתך – this concern is relevant at ALL ages

• IF the child does not realize that it will benefit the parent AND he is
below the age of ,חינוך he needn't be stopped for doing a ,מלאכה
one may even place a child on front of the light switch w/ the "hope"
of switching it



SHABBOS

• similarly one may place a child below
the age of חינוך before a מוקצה item,
knowing that he will play with it

• some say that a child below the age of
חינוך may be instructed to violate an

דרבנןאיסור for the CHILD's benefit (i.e.
child may be told to turn off his light so
he can sleep, child can eat before
קידוש and (תפילה



BRACHOS
• when a child is old enough to recite ברכות he/she should be

encouraged to do so
• adults may recite a ברכה together with a child, adults may also

train a child to recite a ברכה (even when there is no food)
• may answer אמן to ברכה of a child
• child does not recite a הגומלברכת



BIRCHAS HAMAZON
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BIRCHAS HAMAZON



FAST DAYS



חינוך
?הבנים





HONORING ONES PARENTS/TEACHERS 

• must be מחנך them in א"כאו as well, despite the natural discomfort that
we may feel doing so

• the way parents treat their own parents will speak much louder than
words

• be careful when talking about their teachers



LASHON HARA

• we must be מחנך them in this מצוה as well, certainly here we
must lead by example

• Common ר"לה dilemmas at school/home:
• (קג'בד"יו)משה'ר deals w/ whether a teacher may insist that

classmates "turn in" the student that misbehaved
• משה'ר calls this practice מכוער (but not (אסור and remarks

that this will cause these children to become lax in הרעלשון



LASHON HARA

• (רסחויקראאשרמנחת)ווייסאשר'ר – depends on the age and
maturity of the students
• when children are too young to appreciate the differences b/w

right and wrong, should not be done b/c it teaches them זלזול
חברים and ר"לה …

• however, when children are old enough to understand where the
teacher is coming from and they will appreciate that the teacher
wants to help the "guilty" one, this method could be employed

• he concludes by stating that the מחנך must be certain from the
outset that he could follow through properly on this or else he
should not try…



OTHER MAJOR CHINUCH DILEMMAS 

• Collective punishment
• Offering incentives, prizes for mitzvos
• Discipline and punishments for halachic violations
• Setting boundaries/limits
• Tension between individuals and group
• Defining red lines



ח:משלי א
רָּאָָּ נִיָּמו סַּ עָּב ְ מַּ ְ בִיךָָָּּש 
ת וֹרַּ ָּת  שֹ  ט  לָּת ִ ךָָּוְאַּ ֶּ אִמ 









.עָלֵינו  חֵםרַ .הַמְרַחֵם.הָרַחֲמָןאָבאָבִינו  
נו  וְתֵן לִב ֵ כ ִ לְהָבִיןב ְ לְהַש ְ מֹעַ .ילו  לִלְמד.לִש ְ

ד ֵ לְלַמ  מר.ו  וֹתלִש ְ לְקַ וְלַעֲש  לאֶתי ֵםו  כ ָ
בְרֵי ורָתֶךָ תַלְמו דד ִ אַהֲבָ ת  :הב ְ
תורָתֶךָ עֵינֵינו  וְהָאֵר נו  קוְדַב ֵ .ב ְ לִב ֵ

מִצְוֹתֶיךָ  לְיִרְאָהבָהלְאַהֲ לְבָבֵנו  וְיַחֵד.ב ְ ו 
מֶךָ אֶת .ש ְ
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תורָ עֵינֵינו  וְהָאֵר .תֶךָ ב ְ
ק נו  וְדַב ֵ מִ לִב ֵ .צְוֹתֶיךָ ב ְ
בָהלְאַהֲ לְבָבֵנו  וְיַחֵד

לְיִרְאָה מֶ אֶתו  .ךָ ש ְ



NEXT WEEK…

THE SPIRIT OF THE LAW & THE 
LAW OF THE SPIRIT:

Fostering Spirituality in Our Children


