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4:1-8 Woar and Defense
1. Healing the stones
The city of Jerusalem Jeremiah 30:17, 33:6
The altar on Mount Carmel ~ Kings | 18:30
The Temple Chronicles Il 24:13
The walls of Jerusalem Nechemiah 3:34

2. Rashi to Nechemiah 4:6
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Now all of the enemies who had conspired together gathered to fight us, along with Jews who lived among them in

their lands. And those Jews who had joined them came before the soldiers, in the manner of warriors, to speak with us.

And thus the Jews outwitted the enemies...

3. lbn Ezra to Nechemiah 4:6
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They told us ten times that in all the places from which we would return from building in the evening, they would come

upon us from below to the place it was known that the builders had returned from there in the evening.

4. Ralbag to Nechemiah 4:6
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From all of the places they would return to us, to hide there, in order to rise upon us, these Jews informed us... It said
“they would return” because when [the enemy] saw that they could not achieve their goal in one place, they returned
to another site, and so site after site. And because | knew the place where they would hide, | established beside those
low places, men in the very high clefts in the rocks to inform us when our enemies were coming.

5. Prof. Mordechai Zer-Kavod, Daat Mikra to Nechemiah 4:6, footnote 89*
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An alternative explanation: The Jews who dwelled in peace among the nations mentioned above in 4:1 came, and told

the Jews who dwelled in Jerusalem and Judea ten times, “to return to us,” meaning, “Leave Jerusalem and come live in

the places where we live.”

6. Ralbag to Nechemiah 4:6
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He established them in families, for when families are together, each one is reinforced on behalf of his family, and they
help each other powerfully.

7. R’ Dov Zakheim, Nehemiah pg. 94

[T]he prefects were part of both his defense force and his target audience. Their participation was important not merely
because of their seniority in Judah’s society, but also because they were Jewish officials of the Persian administration.
By including them among his forces, Nehemiah made it doubly difficult for Sanballat to attack; to do so would have
meant assaulting officers of the Persian crown.

8. Jews in foreign armies Isaiah 11:13, Zecharyah 14:14



4:9-17 Guard Duty

9. Malbim to Nechemiah 4:12
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This was at first, but after that, when they saw that they enemy had returned home and was not returning to them, the

great fear left. Then each began to go to his place where he was building in his portion, which he had accepted upon

himself in building the wall. Then he said to them...




