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Background
1. Rabbi Yehudah Halevi, Kuzari 3:63
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The author was not concerned with hidden matters, recording only well-known, public matters. He did not record any
of the wisdom which Yehoshua received from Gd and from Moshe, but he mentioned the day the Jordan stood still...
And so he did not record of Ezra and Nechemiah other than that which was publicly known.

2. Don Isaac Abarbanel to Neviim Rishonim, pg. 165
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When this complete scribe [Ezra] saw that the tribes exiled to Assyria had been finished... and the daughter of Zion
remained... And he saw that Gd had given true monarchy to David and his descendants eternally, and that the other
kings who had reigned for Israel from the other tribes had not been in accord with Divine desire, and that in the future
only the monarchy of the house of David would remain... He thought to aid King David's stature by telling of his lineage,
and that of his tribe, and his matters and deeds, all of which would indicate his completeness. He also thought to speak
of the line of kings who came from his descendants...

3. The Persian Kings Cyrus, Darius, Achashveroshe, Artachshasta?

4. Talmud, Rosh HaShanah 3b
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It was taught: Cyrus is Darius is Artachshasta. “Cyrus” because he was a kosher king. “Artachshasta” because of his
empire. And what was his name? “Darius” was his name.

5. Rabbi Zerachyah Halevi, Baal haMaor to Rosh HaShanah, 1a 5''s9:3 5272
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... This is what emerges in our hands according to our sages’ midrash and their analyses. But the correct explanation
according to the simple read is that Ezra 6:14, “And by the order of Cyrus, Darius and Artachshasta king of Persia,”
refers to three kings. It is as though it had said “kings of Persia”, for each of them was a Persian king. The first two were
mentioned regarding construction of the Temple, for Cyrus started it and Darius completed it. Beside them was
Artachshasta, the last king [listed], who also built the walls of Jerusalem... And this is not the first Artachshasta, who
commanded that they halt work on the Temple...

6. The leaders Sheshbatzar, Zerubavel, Yehoshua, Ezra, Nechemiah

7. Talmud, Bava Batra 14b
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The order of Ketuvim: Ruth, Psalms, Job... Esther, Ezra, Chronicles.



8. Talmud, Sanhedrin 93a
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But Nechemiah son of Chakaliah recorded all of Ezra’s deeds; why wasn't the book named for him2 Rabbi Yirmiyah

bar Abba said: Because he took credit for himself, as in Nechemiah 5:19... Rav Yosef said: Because he degraded

earlier ones, as in Nechemiah 5:15... And even of Daniel, who was greater, he spoke thus...

9. Outline

Ezra 1

Ezra 2-3

Ezra 4

Ezra 4-6

Ezra 7-8

Ezra 9-10
Nechemiah 1-2
Nechemiah 2-7
Nechemiah 8-10
Nechemiah 11-12
Nechemiah 12-13

10. Royal support

The original decree of Cyrus and aliyah
Zerubavel's aliyah, and initial construction
Halting of the construction

Darius permits the construction to continue
Ezra’s aliyah under Artachshasta

Ezra's religious leadership

Nechemiah’s aliyah under Artachshasta
Nechemiah’s administration

Ezra leads a national return to Gd

Lists

Nechemiah’s religious leadership

Ezra 1 (1815), Ezra 6 (1825-1827), Ezra 7 (1829), Nechemiah 2 (1839)

11. Five major problems

Inertia
Demoralization
Enemies

Ezra 2:64 (1819), Ezra 8:15 (1831)
Ezra 3:13 (1821), Nechemiah 3:32-35 (1843-1845)
Ezra 4:11-16 (1821-1823), Nechemiah 4 (1845), Nechemiah 13:28 (1871)

Ignorance/Non-observance ~ Nechemiah 8 (1855), Nechemiah 13:14-21 (1869-1871)
Infidelity to Gd and Nation ~ Ezra @ (1833-1835), Nechemiah 13:23-24 (1871)

12. The remedy
Cheerleading

Demonstrations of faith

Rebuke
Laws
National buy-in

Ezra 5:1 (1823); Nechemiah 8:9-12 (1855)

Ezra 8:21-23 (1831)

Ezra 9-10 (1833-1837); Nechemiah 13 (1869-1871)
Ezra 8:15-17 (1831); Nechemiah 13 (1869-1871)
Nechemiah 3:1-32 (1841-1843); Ezra 10:1-5 (1835)



