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Jewish Law
1. The Letter of the Law
2. The Spirit of the Law
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products sold there, and the wages paid
to its workers, and to fine people for
violating their specifications, in order to
enforce observance of these halakhot.

The Law of the Land
Consensus of the Masses or the Right of the Country
3 Major Differences in Today's Government and Society:
1. Scope of the Government and its Laws
2. Autonomy versus Integration
3. Role of Government
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betterment of the people, but it is not that awa n"op WA P n) RIS 0107 93
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courts because then the entire Jewish law

system would cease to exist.
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Rav Dovid Menachem Munish Babad
(19th-20th century Tarnopol, Poland)
Today, logic dictates the opposite, that this is a
great cheating of landlords, fulfilling, "Your ox will
be slaughtered before your eyes, and you will not
eat therefrom." Strangers control their property and
they have no saviour. This doesn't even aid the
renters, only the senior renters. Each day there are
more new people who need to rent dwellings; for
them, this repair is destructive, causing the rent to
increase greatly, and one cannot find a dwelling,
which was not the case before the war. This is
especially true when we know that the law comes
from certain elected officials who are liberal, with
communist and socialist views, in order to oppress
the wealthy and take their money; all of these
views are against that of the Torah.

Rav Henkin (20th Century, New York)
7 — And so there is no difference between whether
the enactment is for the entire population or for the
weak and indigent among them. Just the opposite;
it is stronger when it is for the needs of the
indigent.

9 — The government's law of tenancy is just and
accepted, especially in big cities, for it is targeted
against those who gouge prices and skin the hides
of the indigent. Even if it appears, at times, as
cheating landlords who are not wealthy, that is the
way of law, at times violating justice. We follow the
majority [of cases].

As for the law's differentiation between dwellings of
the indigent and luxury homes, this does not
diminish the law's strength; it increases it and

makes it more just.
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Rav Moshe Feinstein (20th century,
New York)

The discussion here is not regarding the
government's law, other than regarding one who
rented before the law was enacted, so that the
rental was performed without any specification [of
extending tenancy], only for the time period they
contracted. Afterward, the landlord could have
removed him. Then we would need to debate
whether government law applied.

For those who rented after the government's law
was created, and who did not declare explicit
conditions that the tenant would be obligated to
leave at the end of the term, but rather they left it
unstated, it is as though they declared that the
rental was under the terms set by the
government...

There is no need for local custom to be established
by Torah sages, or even Jews, specifically. It is
[local custom'] even where the non-Jews, who are
the majority, do it.
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