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the Hanukkah “baraitot” — a new perspective
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Our Rabbis taught: The precept of Hanukkah [demands] one light for a man and his household; the zealous
[kindle] a light for each member [of the household]; and the extremely zealous, — Beth Shammai maintain:
On the first day eight lights are lit and thereafter they are gradually reduced; but Beth Hillel say: On the
first day one is lit and thereafter they are progressively increased. 'Ulla said: In the West [Palestine] two
amoraim, R. Jose b. Abin and R. Jose b. Zebida, differ therein: one maintains, The reason of Beth Shammai
is that it shall correspond to the days still to come, and that of Beth Hillel is that it shall correspond to the
days that are gone; but another maintains: Beth Shammai's reason is that it shall correspond to the bullocks

of the Festival; whilst Beth Hillel's reason is that we promote in [matters of] sanctity but do not reduce.

Rabbah b. Bar Hana said: There were two old men in Sidon (probably should be “Zeidan”): one did as
Beth Shammai and the other as Beth Hillel: the former gave the reason of his action that it should
correspond to the bullocks of the Festival, while the latter stated his reason because we promote in [matters
of] sanctity but do not reduce.

Our Rabbis taught: It is incumbent to place the Hanukkah lamp by the door of one's house on the outside; if
one dwells in an upper chamber, he places it at the window nearest the street. But in times of danger it is
sufficient to place it on the table. Raba said: Another lamp is required for its light to be used; yet if there is
a blazing fire it is unnecessary. But in the case of an important person, even if there is a blazing fire another
lamp is required.

What is [the reason of] Hanukkah? For our Rabbis taught: On the 25% of Kislev [commence] the days of
Hanukkah, which are eight on which a lamentation for the dead and fasting are forbidden. For when the Greeks
entered the Temple, they defiled all the oils therein, and when the Hasmonean dynasty prevailed against and
defeated them, they made search and found only one cruse of oil which lay with the seal of the High Priest, but
which contained sufficient for one day's lighting only; yet a miracle was wrought therein and they lit [the lamp]
therewith for eight days. The following year these [days] were appointed a Festival with [the recital of]
Hallel and thanksgiving.
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or perhaps it should be read like this...
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