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Shabbat 21b

The Sages taught in a baraita: The basic mitzva of Hanukkah is each day to have a
light kindled by a person, the head of the household, for himself and his household.
And the mehadrin, i.c., those who are meticulous in the performance of mitzvot,
kindle a light for each and every one in the household. And the mehadrin min
hamehadrin, who are even more meticulous, adjust the number of lights daily. Beit
Shammai and Beit Hillel disagree as to the nature of that adjustment. Beit Shammai
say: On the first day one kindles eight lights and, from there on, gradually
decreases the number of lights until, on the last day of Hanukkah, he kindles one light.
And Beit Hillel say: On the first day one kindles one light, and from there on,
gradually increases the number of lights until, on the last day, he kindles eight lights.
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Rashi on Shabbat 21b
those who are meticulous- after commandments. They have one light per member of
the household for every night of Chanukah.
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Mishneh Torah, Scroll of Esther and Hanukkah 4:1
(1) How many lights do you kindle on Chanukah? It is a commandment that one light

be kindled in each and every house whether it be a household with many people or a
house with a single person. To exalt the mitzvah, one may kindle light according to the
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number of people in the household, a light for each and every person, whether they are
men or women.
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Mishneh Torah, Scroll of Esther and Hanukkah 4:2

(2) How does this work? Suppose the people of the house were ten. On the first night,
one lights ten candles; on the second night, twenty; and on the third night, thirty; until
the result is that one lights on the eighth nigh eighty candles.
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Shulchan Arukh, Orach Chayim 677:3
(3) There are those that say that even though someone is lighting at home, if he is in a
place where there are no Jews then he should light with the blessings. Rama: Because
he is obligated to see the candles. And this is the minhag. And even if he is

among other Jews and he sees the candles, there are those that are stringent to also
light their own Menorah with the blessings, and this is also the custom.
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Shulchan Arukh, Orach Chayim 674:1
One can light from one candle to the next...Rama: We are stringent not to light from

candle to candle because the main Mitzvah is for only one candle, and the remaining
candles aren't as much of a Mitzvah.
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