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18:1-6 Dan Comes for a Visit
1. Malbim to Shoftim 18:1
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This story, too, was because there was no leader for the nation. Had there been a king, no Israelite tribe would have

worshipped idols.

2. Metzudat David to Shoftim 18:1
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Had there been a king, he would have fought the nation’s wars with his entire nation, not one tribe alone.

3. Abarbanel to Shoftim 18:1
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It would have been appropriate for Dan to conquer their lot, but they left the bounds of the lot to take land that was not

theirs. But they did this because there was neither king nor judge upon Israel in those days to protest, and they lacked

the fear of the throne.

4. Why go north?
e Malbim — Couldn’t hold their own land
e Rashi, Radak, Metzudat David — Their land was insufficient
e Abarbanel, Malbim — Their own land was off the beaten track of the tribes

5. Malbim to Shoftim 18:3
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Since this Levi was from Kehat, from Moshe’s descendants, as per Bava Batra 109b, and the cities of the Levite family

of Kehat were among Ephraim, Dan and half of Menasheh (Yehoshua 21:5), this Levi was a product of a Levite city in

Dan, and so they knew him.

6. Talmud, Bava Batra 110a
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They said to him: Do you not come from Moshe, of whom it says, “Do not come near (halom)2” Do you not come from

Moshe, of whom it says, “What is this (ze#) in your hand”2 Do you not come from Moshe, of whom it says, “And you

here (po#), stand with Me” — shall you become a priest for idolatry?@!

18:7-10 Dan’s Reconnaissance in Layish

7. Rashi to Shoftim 18:27

W ,AW? PY 210D MW 1T VWD W Y A0 R0 "aw" mww 1210 128 oW IR aw Y "awd" 5nw XP YT 1502
:aNon1 X7 NRAW

And in the book of Yehoshua it is called Leshem because they found a gem of the Leshem variety there, and this was on

the [kohen gadol’s] breastplate for the tribe of Dan, their name recorded with the Leshem, and they knew this truly was

their portion.

8. Radak to Shoftim 18:7
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The Tzidonim were close to Israel, and were at peace because they did not wish to war with them, for they were not
from Canaan.



9. Abarbanel to Shoftim 18:7
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| think the Tzidonim were merchants, always acting positively without a king, as the Venetians, Florentines and ¢ and

other nations in ltaly conduct themselves properly without appointing a king in their midst.

18:11-26 Dan raids Michah
10. Radak to Shoftim 18:21
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These 600 men, girded with military weapons, went with their children, wives and cattle because they were confident
they would take the city.

11.Radak to Shoftim 18:25
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You will cause the death of them all if you make your voice heard to them and you continue speaking of this.

18:27-31 Dan Triumphant
12.Ralbag to Shoftim 18:26
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It appears that they burned the city in fire so that the residents of the other cities in their portion would fear, and they
could defeat them more easily as a result of this fear.

13. Radak to Shoftim 18:27
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It is possible that when Dan entered the city they did it suddenly, for the city was not aware and was not on guard for

them. They set the city on fire to frighten the nation, and no one would be able to respond in battle between the fire and

the war by the people of Dan.

Or, perhaps the city was filled with idols and therefore they burned it. Even though they established their own idol, they

intended it for Heaven...

14.Radak to Shoftim 18:29
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Lest you think the head of the family that came to Layish was named “Dan”.



