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Shabbat 107b

Shmuel said: With regard to one who removes a fish from the sea, when an area on the
skin of the fish has dried up the size of a sela, he is liable. A fish in that condition
cannot survive, and therefore the individual who removed it from the water is liable for
killing it. Rabbi Yosei bar Avin said: That is so as long as the skin that dried is between
its fins. Rav Ashi said: Do not say that this halakha applies only in a case where it
actually dried. Rather, it applies even if the fish has dried to the extent that mucus has
formed, and if one were to touch that area it would stick to his fingers.

Mar bar Hamdurei said that Shmuel said: One who reached his hand into the
innards of an animal on Shabbat and detached a fetus that was in its womb is liable.
The Gemara asks: What is the reason for this? It does not make sense to consider the
fetus as a full-fledged living creature. Rava said: Bar Hamdurei explained this to me.
Didn’t Rav Sheshet say: One who detaches hops on Shabbat from the shrubs and
thorns on which they are growing is liable for uprooting an object from its place of
growth? Here, too, in the case of the fetus, one is liable for uprooting an object from
its place of growth. Abaye said: One who detached a mushroom from the handle of a
pitcher on Shabbat is liable for uprooting an object from its place of growth. Rav
Oshaya raised an objection from that which we learned: One who detaches a plant on
Shabbat from a perforated flowerpot is liable, and one who detaches a plant from an
imperforate pot is exempt. A plant that grows in an imperforate pot is not considered
connected to the ground. One who detaches it is not uprooting it from its place of growth.
The Gemara answers: There, in the case of an imperforate pot, that is not the way a
plant grows. Plants are generally planted in the ground; a plant in a perforated pot is
disconnected from the ground. Whereas here, in a perforated pot, that is the way it
grows. The plant is considered connected to the ground.

https://www.sefaria.org/sheets/87081 1/3


https://www.sefaria.org/profile/aryeh-federgrun
https://www.sefaria.org/Shabbat.107b.11-12
https://www.sefaria.org/Shabbat.107b.11-12

11/13/2017 The Definition of Kotzer | Sefaria Source Sheet Builder

2 7y maw
12 R (A"RY) MIRLA WHW 20 WM M0IPT 9197 IR WRINT 1327 11N
TPANN DIWA 20 VIR TN DIWH 220 QP T Q1WA 270 WD R

Shabbat 74b

The Sages taught in a Tosefta: One who unwittingly plucks a large feather from the
wing of a bird on Shabbat, and who snips the tip of the feather, and who pulls out the
thin threads that comprise the feather is liable to bring three sin-offerings. And Rabbi
Shimon ben Lakish said in explanation: One who plucks the wing is liable due to the
labor of shearing. One who snips the tip of the feather is liable due to cutting. And one
who pulls out the threads is liable due to smoothing.
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Ramban Shabbos 107b

Therefore, removing something from its source of growth as a subcategory of Kotzer
only applies to that which is attached to the ground...and this is what [the Gemara] is
saying: even though the fetus is not viewed as alive, nevetheless its growth depends on
the Neshamah of its mother and one that removes it on Shabbos has removed the
Neshamah from the fetus, as Rav Sheshes says by that which is attached to the ground
that if one removes hops from the shrubs, as it receives its nourishment from the shrubs
[has violated Kotzer]
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Jerusalem Talmud Shabbat 48b

One who cuts...Rabbi Yosi the son of Rabbi Bon said in the name of Resh Lakish that if
one places a perforated pot on top of another perforated pot then one has violated cutting
and planting...The Rabbis of Caesarea say that one that traps fish and anytime one
separates from its source of living violates Kotzer.
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