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Psalms 121

(1) A song for ascents. I turn my eyes to
the mountains; from where will my help
come?

(2) My help comes from the LORD,
maker of heaven and earth.

(3) He will not let your foot give way;
your guardian will not slumber;

(4) See, the guardian of Israel neither
slumbers nor sleeps!

(5) The LORD is your guardian, the
LORD is your protection at your right
hand.

(6) By day the sun will not strike you,
nor the moon by night.

(7) The LORD will guard you from all
harm; He will guard your life.

(8) The LORD will guard your going and
coming now and forever.

Esther Rabbah 7:12

And Haman said to King Achashverosh:
There is a singular nation...this is refering
to Hashem, who is one, and he is sleeping
from his nation. The Holy One, Blessed
is He, said I do not sleep as it says
Behold, the guardian of Israel neither
slumbers nor sleeps. And, you [Haman]
say that there is sleep before me- On your
life I promise that through sleep I will stir
that man [Achashverosh] and remove you
from this world.
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Sotah 48a

§ The mishna further taught: He also
nullified the actions of the awakeners.
The Gemara poses a question: What are
awakeners? Rahava says: On each and
every day when the Levites stood on
the platform in the Temple they would
say: “Awake, why do you sleep, O
Lord?” (Psalms 44:24). Therefore, they
were called awakeners. Yohanan the High
Priest said to them: Does the
Omnipresent sleep, that you call upon
Him to awaken? But isn’t it already
stated: “Behold, He that keeps Israel
neither slumbers nor sleeps” (Psalms
121:4)? Rather, when the Jewish people
are in a state of suffering, and the
nations of the world are in a state of
calm and serenity, it is with regard to
this that it is stated: “Awake, why do
you sleep, O Lord?” If the verse were to
be recited every morning it would be
interpreted in the wrong way, so Yohanan
the High Priest therefore canceled the
daily recitation of this verse.

Menachot 33b

Rabbi Chanina said Come and see how
Hashem is different from an earthly king.
An earthly king sits inside, and his nation
protects him outside. Hashem's

ways are not like that. His servants sit
inside, and Hashem protects them from
the outside as it says: Hashem is your
guardian, Hashem is your shadow at your
right hand.
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