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Shoftim 52: 16:15-31 — Shimshon’s End
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16:15-21 Self-Defeated

1. Malbim to Shoftim 16:18
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She saw this from the way he answered both questions: 1) What was the source of his great strength, and 2) How could

he be bound. If he had wanted to lie, he would only have told her the source of his great strength. Then, even if she

would shave him [and this was not truly the source of his strength] and he would remain strong after shaving, he would

not be [shown to be] a liar, for perhaps his strength was great due to nezirutbut his strength would not be removed by

shaving, since the shave was not a product of his will and he had not willingly desecrated his nezirut

2. Talmud, Sotah 9b
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How did she know? Rabbi Chanin cited Rav: Truth is visible. Abbaye said: She knew this righteous person would not

produce Gd’s Name for naught, so when he said, “I am a nazirof Gd,” she said, “Now he is certainly telling the truth.”

3. Metzudat David to Shoftim 16:18
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For words of truth are visible, since she saw him acting as a nazir.

4. Prof. Yehudah Elitzur, Daat Mikra to Shoftim 16:21
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This was hard and degraded work in those days, and they put it upon lowly slaves and captives, as is written, “To the
firstborn of the female slave, behind the mill”...

5. Radak to Shoftim 16:21
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It appears that the local custom in those days was to keep a mill in the prison, for the inmates to be supported by

grinding. They were chained, and they could not do any other work for support there, other than grinding with the mill.

6. Mishnah Sotah 1:8
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Shimshon followed his eyes, and therefore the Philistines pierced his eyes...

7. Prof. Yechezkel Kaufmann, Shoftim, pg. 243
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Here we see magical substance change its nature, a magical idea clothed in the form of a religious idea... Beside the

magical sign we find its Israelite translation. Inmediately after “And his strength left him” it says, “that Gd had left him.”

8. Radak to Shoftim 16:20

127 0w YT YT R? RIM D I L7 MRY 77 INIWA 1OWY ROR 2...0307 WD M0 79X IWRD 707 NV 122 99 177 TAT RO
DO NWHD 7°2 7190 R2W DRI QYDA D-Ki7 I77TYOW 17D 1307 0 09 HY ARW 2wt °3 1°5¥1 10 '7 90 V7Y K DaR 1D

Had he not told her his entire heart, knowing that when he would shave his strength would leave him...2 But he forgot

in his sleep that which he had told her... Or the meaning of “And he did not know” is that he knew that his strength had

left him, but he did not know that Gd had left him, for he thought that even though his strength had left him, Gd would

help him this time lest he fall into the hands of the Philistines.



16:22-31 Shimshon’s End

9. Malbim to Shoftim 16:22
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It said this with a strong verb, because it grew unusually quickly. Otherwise we would be troubled: How were the

Philistines not careful to shave him from time to time, knowing his strength depended on his hair2

10. Abarbanel to Shoftim 16:22
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It would be inappropriate to think that Shimshon’s strength was in the hair of his head, naturally, and that therefore it

left when the hair left, and his strength returned when it started to grow again. But his strength was miraculous, when

he kept his nezirut.

11.Prof. Yehuda Elitzur, Daat Mikra to Shoftim 16:25, 16:26
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Shimshon went along with it with joy and desire; this was an opportunity for him... And it appears that Shimshon knew
the building from before this.

12.Talmud, Sotah 10a
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Shimshon said before Gd: Master of the Universe, remember for me the twenty years | judged Israel, and | never said
to any of them, “Bring my staff from one place to another.”

13. Prof. Yehuda Elitzur, Daat Mikra to Shoftim 16:28
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Shimshon was a man of strong drives, and the strongest of his drives was the desire for payback and sevenfold revenge.

14.Talmud Yerushalmi, Sotah 1:8
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He said: Master of the universe! Give me reward for one of my eyes in this world, and the reward for the other eye will
be prepared for me for the future.

15.Rabbi Shemuel Eidels, Maharsha to Sotah 10a
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One could also say, based on our Talmud's idea that he was punished with his eyes for rebelling with his eyes, that he
said that it was enough for him to be punished with one of his two eyes. For the other, he said to give him revenge.

16. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 98:14, commenting on Bereishit 49:17-18
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“May Dan be a serpent on the road” — As the serpent is found among women, so Shimshon ben Manoach was found
among women. As the serpent is bound by [the charmer’s] oath, so Shimshon ben Manoach was bound [when the
Judeans took an oath]... As the serpent’s strength is all in its head, so Shimshon... As the serpent’s venom harms
posthumously, so “And the dead he killed when he died, etc.”... And yet you say “And his brothers and entire family
descended and carried him away and brought him up and buried him... in the plot of his father Manoach”2! But Yaakov
prayed for mercy for this.

17. Abarbanel to Shoftim 16:30
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