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Planting: Pouring Water on the Ground

Source Sheet by Rabbi Federgrun

Vancouver Torah Learning Centre

. 272 P TYM
DA AR 727 72 1PN XA DWW NAWA DYIY 20 TPwAM WA ANK
YT 2N IR A0 27 W

D77 NI R RYIX 1972 WIN PW 1977 72 RO2N0A 27T NN 1727 K
M1 R RO N YT 2W 1977 172 RI2N0N 70T NN 701 27 WAR RYIN
N0 XN

TR WO DWA ROWP 7T ROWP A0 2791 XOWR 777 1277 AR 00 R
X2 WM 2w PR VT 21wn ROWP 01 277 KD YT 0Wwn

TOIXY T RITI 27 MR KT ROR 2077 KD 2NN RIRT R 20 KD 00
TXIP DIWR NNRY YV DWH NAR 2°NW 270 DO8YO

NQling

Moed Katan 2b

§ It was stated that the amora im disputed the following question: With regard to one
who weeds or one who waters seedlings on Shabbat, for what prohibited labor do
we forewarn him? Judicial punishment may be administered to a sinner only if he has
been forewarned by two witnesses prior to the commission of his offense. This
forewarning must include the specific transgression being violated, and on Shabbat it
must include the specific category of prohibited labor that the action involves. Rabba
said: It is due to the prohibition against plowing. Rav Yosef said: It is due to the
prohibition against sowing.

Rabba said: According to my opinion it is reasonable. Just as the usual objective of
plowing is to loosen the earth, so too, this, weeding or watering, loosens the earth.
Rav Yosef said: According to my opinion, it is reasonable. Just as the usual
objective of sowing is to cause the fruit to grow, here too, weeding or watering
causes the fruit to grow.

Abaye said to Rabba: According to your opinion, it is difficult, and according to
the opinion of Rav Yosef, it is difficult. Abaye explains: According to your opinion,
it is difficult: Is it true that for the prohibition against plowing, yes, he is forewarned,
but for the prohibition against sowing, no, he is not forewarned? Similarly, according
to the opinion of Rav Yosef, it is difficult: Can it be that for the prohibition against
sowing, yes, he is forewarned, but for the prohibition against plowing, no, he is not
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forewarned? Everyone should agree that weeding and watering fall under the
categories of both plowing and sowing.

And if you say that anywhere that there are two possible categories of prohibited
labor into which a particular action might fall, one is liable to be punished for only
one of them, didn’t Rav Kahana say: If one prunes the branches of a vine on
Shabbat and he needs the wood for firewood or any other purpose, he is liable to
bring two sin-offerings? He is liable to bring one sin-offering for violating the primary
category of sowing, as pruning vines facilitates their growth, and so it is a sub-
category of sowing. And he is liable to bring one sin-offering for violating the primary
category of reaping, as the essence of reaping is detaching that which one needs from
the ground. Since he needs the wood that he is detaching from the vine, his action is
considered reaping. Consequently, one action that incorporates two prohibited labors
causes liability for both.

The Gemara concludes: Indeed, it is difficult according to both opinions.
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Tosafot on Moed Katan 2b

One is obligated twice. This is difficult for Rabah who determines the activity based on
the recognized result since pruning is not comparable to planting and yet one has
violated the category of planting. And, it is difficult for Rav Yosef for even if one did
not have planting as his intention, he has still violated planting as it was a result. We
know this to be true since Rav Kahanah does not stipulate that you have to intend to
grow the tree while pruning.
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Rashash Moed Katan 2b

My understanding is that the dispute is only when one has violated two different
categories of forbidden activities in one action, and the question is which one is more
important to be the one that is halachically viewed as having been violated. However,
if there was just one violated activity then everyone agrees that the intent or result is
not the determining factor, and the question from Rav Kahanah is specifically because
there were two different forbidden activities in this one action.
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Shulchan Arukh, Orach Chayim 336:3

But, those that eat in a garden cannot wash their hands over grass even if they have no
intention to plant since it is inevitable. However, they may relieve themselves or pour
other liquids that do not cause growth. Ramah: Therefore, it is best to be stringent to
not eat in a garden since it is likely to use water and it will be difficult to prevent the
water from falling onto the ground.
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Magen Avraham 336:5

(5) one has violated both threshing and planting when pouring water on plants.
(7) One should also try to refrain from pouring other liquids that do not stimulate
growth.
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