Ezra/Nechemiah 30: Ezra 10:9-44 — Separating Intermarried Couples %) R
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10:9-14 The Gathering
1. Metzudat David to Ezra 10:14
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“At set times” — the time the officers would assign them. “And with them” — with the men who had married idolatrous
women, the elders and judges of the city would come as well, so that they would know whether all had come. “To settle”
- meaning, the officers would continue to convene in Jerusalem until they would complete the job, to settle Divine
outrage. And then it repeated, to explain, “until [the completion of] this matter, for then the outrage would leave Israel.

10:15-44 The Separation
2. Midrash, Shemot Rabbah 50:5
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“And Betzalel made” - Did Betzalel do it himself, such that for every item it says, “And Betzalel made”2 Rather, because
he especially sacrificed of himself, Gd did not cheat him of his wages, and the text publicized his role with each item.
Similarly, Ezra 10:15 says, “Only Yonatan ben Asahel and Yachziyah ben Tikvah stood for this, and Meshulam and
Shabtai Halevi assisted them,” but Yonatan especially sacrificed of himself. And because they came and assisted him,
Gd considered it as though they had done the deed, but Yonatan, who sacrificed for it, is publicized in the text.

3. Prof. Mordechai ZerKavod, Daat Mikra to Ezra 10:15
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“Stood for this” — remained for this. The other officers did not agree to it, and they left.

4. Malbim to Ezra 10:15
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“Only Yonatan,” for no one opposed the matter other than these two, and the two who helped them. The rest of the
nation agreed fo it.

5. Rashi to Zecharyah 3:1
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To obstruct him, because his sons were wedded to foreign women.

6. lbn Ezra to Zecharyah 3:3
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Some say the dirty clothing represented a grandchild who was a son-in-law to Sanbalat, but that would not have been

Yehoshua's sin, for it was after his time. It appears correct to say that Yehoshua did not have glorious clothing, for they

possessed only an altar on which to bring burnt offerings. They lacked a Temple, curtain, Ark cover, golden altar and

gold-threaded garments. These garments represented the absence of honour and glory.

7. Talmud, Keritot 11a (see Vayikra 19:20-22)
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Rav Chisda said: This teaches that all of them had lived with shifchot charufot.



8. Rashito Ezra 10:19
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“For their guilt” — This was a ruling for the moment.

9. Rabbi Yaakov Ettlinger (19" century Germany), Aruch I'Ner to Keritot 11a
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In his commentary to Ezra, Rashi wrote regarding ‘And the guilty ones brought a ram for their guilt,” “This was a ruling

for the moment.” So wrote Ibn Ezra there, too. For Ibn Ezra this is not surprising; he often explains according to a simple

reading of the text, without derash. But for Rashi, this requires examination, as he explains counter to the Talmud...

10. Mishnah, Keritot 6:3
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Rabbi Eliezer said: One may volunteer an asham talvi on any day and at any time he wishes; this is called an “asham
of the pious”.

11. Malbim to Ezra 10:2
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Based on the subsequent list of names of men who married foreign women, these were only a few relative to the large

nation which now lived in Israel. And yet, it was considered a communal sin because it was done in public, and the

leaders had not protested.

12. Prof. Mordechai Zer-Kavod, Daat Mikra to Ezra 10:44
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We learn here that Ezra did not succeed in implementing his plan entirely, until Nechemiah came and realized it with
the power of his rule.



