Shoftim 50: 15:20-16:3 — Betrayal in Judea / Ambush in Aza ' S ——
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Two Questions from 15:9-20 — Judean Ethics, and a Servant of G-d

1. Talmud Yerushalmi, Terumot 8:10
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We have learned: If groups of people were traveling on the road and they encountered non-Jews, who said, “Give us

one of yours and we will kill him, or we will kill all of you,” then even if all of them will be killed, they may not surrender

a single life of Israel. If the attackers designated one, like Sheva ben Bichri, they surrender him and are not killed.

R’ Shimon ben Lakish said: Only if the victim is liable for death like Sheva ben Bichri.

R’ Yochanan said: Even if he is not liable for death like Sheva ben Bichri.

2. Malbim to Shoftim 15:11
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The law is that if idolaters say, “Give us one of you and we will kill him,” they should not give him to them (per Rambam)

unless he is liable for death like Sheva ben Bichri — meaning, even if it's only in the government’s law, not Torah law...

3. Rabbi Meir Simchah of Dvinsk (19-20t century Poland), Or Sameach to Hilchot Yesodei haTorah 5:5
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The men of Judea came “to bind you, to give you into the hands of the Philistines” even though he was not liable for

death, apparently this was because he endangered the public, like a counterfeiter in Rama Choshen Mishpat 425:1,

such that they said, “What have you done to us, etc.”

4. Rabbi Ovadia Yosef (20t century Egypt, Israel), Yabia Omer 10:Yoreh Deah 6:2
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It is also possible that they thought he would be saved from them, as happened in the end.

5. Midrash, Sifri Devarim (Vaetchanan) 27
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Some called themselves servants and Gd called them servants, and some called themselves servants but Gd did not call

them servants, and some did not call themselves servants but Gd called them servants.

Avraham called himself a servant... and Gd called him a servant... Yaakov... Moshe... David... Yeshayah...

Shemuel called himself a servant... and Gd did not call him a servant. Shimshon called himself a servant... and Gd did

not call him a servant...

6. Rabbi Naftali Zvi Yehudah Berlin, Emek haNetziv to Sifri Devarim (Vaetchanan) 27
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Regarding the concept of a “servant”, see Radak Yehoshua 1, “My servant Moshe has died,” that he acts in all of his
dealings, even matters of this world and his own needs, for the sake of their blessed Creator...
And based on this it is understood that some called themselves “servants” because they bound themselves to service of
Gd, but Gd did not call them servants for they were not created for this role...
And Gd did not call them servants perhaps because they did not reach this level...



Outline of Perek 16
16:1-3 A Journey to Aza

16:4-21 Shimshon and Delilah
o 16:45 Love and Betrayal
o 16:69 Failure #1
e 16:10-12 Failure #2

o 16:13-14 Failure #3
o 16:1521 Captured

16:22-31 Shimshon’s End

16:1-3 A Journey to Aza
7. Abarbanel to Shoftim 16:21
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[t mentioned that Shimshon went to Aza, where he saw a zonah and he went to her, for he was drawn after his desire.

8. Talmud, Sotah 9b
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Rebbe said: The beginning of his corruption was in Aza, and therefore he was struck in Aza. The beginning of his

corruption was in Aza, as in 16:1. Therefore he was struck in Aza in 16:21. But it says, “And Shimshon descended

Timnatah!” But the beginning of his corruption was still in Aza.

9. Radak to Shoftim 11:1
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[Yiftach] was the son of Gilad's concubine, who was called zonah because she lacked a ketubah and kiddushin with
her ‘husband’, so that she was like a zonah even though she was monogamous;
And Yonatan rendered it as he did with “Rachav the zonah”, an innkeeper; Or this is its own matter, for a zonah is like
an innkeeper, making herself available.

10. Ralbag to Shoftim 16:1
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There he saw an innkeeper, and he went to her house to sleep there.

11. Malbim to Shoftim 16:2
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For he instructed them to fell the people of Aza that Shimshon had entered. He personally spread the word that Shimshon
was in the city, only he did not tell them that he, himself, was Shimshon.



