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16 And he brought back all the goods, and also brought back his brother Lot, and his goods, and the women also, and the

people. 17 And the king of Sodom went out to meet him, after his return from the slaughter of Chedorlaomer and the kings
that were with him, at the vale of Shaveh--the same is the King's Vale. 18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth
bread and wine; and he was priest of God the Most High. 19 And he blessed him, and said: 'Blessed be Abram of God Most
High, Maker of heaven and earth; 20 and blessed be God the Most High, who hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand.'
And he gave him a tenth of all. 21 And the king of Sodom said unto Abram: 'Give me the persons, and take the goods to
thyself.' 22 And Abram said to the king of Sodom: 'I have lifted up my hand unto the LORD, God Most High, Maker of
heaven and earth, 23 that I will not take a thread nor a shoe-latchet nor aught that is thine, lest thou shouldest
say: I have made Abram rich; 24 save only that which the young men have eaten, and the portion of the men which went
with me, Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre, let them take their portion.'
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The reward of Avraham’s statement — symbolically related Mitzvot given to his children
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Avraham’s refusal to be enviched by a human king - the reward of the “string” is that his children are given the altar,
or w2y, The “shoe-string”’s reward is 7¥°5m, or N 1337 (where they were commanded to wear their shoes, ready to
leave); or a promise for the future weal of 587 72
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The “string” is a headdress — the phrase is a merismus — from head to toe, from small to large
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npx ox — means “I did not take” — a statement about his behavior during the raid/war
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Both items are battle-gear
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Avraham cannot give anything to o170 75}3 — for he has no plunder to give! -
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