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The Poem
1. Radak to Shoftim 5:1
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Because Devorah was the essential actor; like “And Miriam and Aharon spoke”.

2. Abarbanel to Shoftim 5:1
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It doesn’t mean that Devorah and Barak arranged this poem. Rather, it said that Devorah created and arranged this
poem, and Barak joined her to sing it...

3. Devarim 33:2

5:45 The Good Old Days

4. Rashi to Shoftim 5:4
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Devorah declared this: It is hard to leave Torah, and good fo stick to it. It was given with awe and might, and so Israel

was given to the idolaters when they left it. When they volunteered to immerse themselves in it, they were rescued.

5. Abarbanel to Shoftim 5:4-6
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Devorah said: Gd, when You left Seir to give the Torah, the land shook, the heavens dripped and the mountains flowed
before Gd, for the heavens and earth all trembled before Him. But in the days of Shamgar ben Anat and in the days of
Yael it was not thus, for the nations did not fear Gd and the glory of His might, and the land did not shake from Him,
to the point that people stopped travelling the roads, for they could not go there, due to fear of the enemy...

5:6-8 The Bad New Days
6. Rashi to Shoftim 5:6
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This teaches that Yael also judged Israel, in her day.

7. Abarbanel to Shoftim 5:6
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She did not mention the other judges, for their victory was complete. Shamgar’s victory was not complete. She mentioned

Yael with him to equate them in that their victories were not complete, although they did accomplish something.

5:9-12 Interlude

8. Talmud, Pesachim 66b
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‘A sage who is arrogant loses his wisdom’ from Hillel... ‘A prophet [who is arrogant] loses his prophecy’ from Devorah,

as seen in 5:7 and then 5:12.

9. Abarbanel to Shoftim 5:12

,A7PW MR XYY PRW AT 21972 P21, "TWR IR 79 90IR DOIN0 TR 20090 WHR" PINR NPIN2 SRR 727w 3R 2w CIR

927 W, 77727 AR 917 AR L, ATI2T7 MY T OR IR W Q%Y DPRY 22K 0°71272 FUWON1 ROW IRD WK 737

MR W NIRDA DY MR 172377 77 A0 017 %10 ", 70w 72w P2 2" n20wn X0 1, wan oPRY 0°7272 7oun YR 1w
..TPAW 72w NORYA ANR WY 20KR TMnm



In response to Devorah’s beginning, “Listen kings, lend an ear counselors, | am for Gd, | will sing,” Barak was silent,
and he did not sing. When he saw her veer into other matters which did not relate to the actual song, he said to her,
“Wake up, wake up, Devorah,” meaning, “See your words, wake up and sing the song, and do not deal with extraneous
matters.” To which she replied, “Arise, Barak, and take your captives,” meaning, “Why are you instructing me on how
to compose the song, which is suitable specifically for me2 You do your job, and take your captives”...

5:13-23 The War

Ephraim Praised (5:14)
Binyamin Praised (5:14)
West/East Menasheh Praised? (5:14)
Zevulun Praised (5:14, 5:18)
Yissachar Praised (5:15)
Reuven Criticized (5:15-16)
Gad Criticized? (5:17)
East Menasheh Criticized? (5:17)
Dan Criticized (5:17)
Asher Justified (5:17)
Naftali Praised (5:18)

10. Radak to Shoftim 5:17
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But didn't it say that Machir came to war, and Machir was the father of Gilad, and the land of Gilad went to Machir’s
family, as in Bamidbar 32:40! One could explain that “Gilad resided on the other side of the Yarden” referred to the
family of Yair ben Menasheh, who also took a portion in Gilad... And one could also explain that “Gilad resided on
the other side of the Yarden” is a challenge. He said to Reuven, “Why did you sit at home and not come to battle?
Gilad did as you did, dwelling on the other side of the Yarden, and he trembled and came to help in Israel’s war; why
did you do as you did? ..."

11.Talmud, Pesachim 118b
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When the heavenly stars descended upon them, these iron weapons burned. They descended to bathe in Nachal Kishon.

12.Radak to Shoftim 5:23
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The name of a city close to the battle; they did not assist, and so she cursed them. She did not curse the distant ones
who did not come.

5:24-27 Yael's Deed

13. Rashi to Shoftim 5:24
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They birthed and raised children, and if not for Yael then this wicked one would have destroyed them. (Bereishit Rabbah)

Alternatively, Yael was also a dweller of tents, and so it mentioned her with the blessing of tents.

14. Abarbanel to Shoftim 5:24
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Because the private women in the tent might be outraged at Yael's action, Devorah instructed that they not curse her

and not degrade her, and not say that this was a cruel act. Rather, they should bless her...




