Shoftim 49: 15:9-20 — Trouble in Timnatah
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Brief summary
e Chapter 13

o Shimshon’s mother, and then his father, are informed by a malach (or Pinchas) of his impending birth

o Shimshon’s mother is to observe restrictions during pregnancy, and Shimshon will be a form of nazir
despite the absence of a vow

o Shimshon’s nezirut may be for self-control, and may also co-opt magical images for a religious lesson

o Shimshon’s mother’s righteousness is contrasted with the three Philistine women in Shimshon’s life

e Chapter 14

o Shimshon falls for a Philistine woman; his intentions are much-debated, but Gd wants this to lead to war

o The relationship seems to be shallow, based on the visual at least at the outset

o Shimshon’s parents are not supportive of this relationship; even if intermarriage with Philistines is not
prohibited at this stage, it is seen as a betrayal of the Jews

o En route to Timnatah, Shimshon kills a lion, and later he finds honey in it, giving him the basis for a
wager/riddle at the wedding party

o The Philistines cannot solve the riddle and they ask his wife to have Shimshon back off of the wager, but
she gives them the answer to the riddle

o Shimshon accuses the Philistines of using his wife, and possibly of adultery. He kills 30 Philistines in
Ashkelon and hands over payment for their solution of his riddle.

o Shimshon’s wife goes with his friend; Shimshon is unaware, because he expected this to be a long-
distance marriage or because he has rejected her.

e Chapter 15 (15:1-8)

o Shimshon returns to Timnatah for his wife, and is enraged by their giving her away. He burns their fields
with foxes and torches.

o The Philistines then burn Shimshon’s wife and father-inlaw. Shimshon attacks them, either for giving his
wife away or for harming his wife and father-in-law.

Interlude: 15:9-20 — Jewish betrayal, and recovery
1. Rashi to Shoftim 15:10
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“Why have you ascended upon us” — Are we not servants to you?

2. Radak to Shoftim 13:4
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Israel did not fight them, only Shimshon alone, and therefore the Philistines had no basis for warring with Israel due to

Shimshon, for he was not in [Jewish] control and he alone harmed the Philistines. He lived with the Philistines when he

harmed them. And also due to fear of him they refrained from warring with Israel...

3. Metzudat David to Shoftim 15:12
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“We have descended to bind you” — For the Philistines had decreed that they bind him and bring him.

4. Ralbag to Shoftim 16, Lesson 19-20
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The 19t [lesson] is to inform that it is appropriate for a leader to guard his nation, and not satisfy himself by protecting

himself. The 20 [lesson] is to inform of Gd's great supervision, such that He caused one bound and unarmed man to

be victorious and to kill many. Nothing can prevent Gd from saving, with a lot or a little.

5. Abarbanel to Shoftim 15:17
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He cast the jawbone from his hand, as if to say, “I don't need the jawbone or any other tool; my hands are sufficient
for me to take vengeance upon the enemies of Gd.”

6. Talmud, Sotah 9b
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“And Gd split the hollow in Lechi” — Rabbi Yitzchak, of the yeshiva of Rabbi Ami, said: He desired that which was
tamei, and therefore his life depended upon that which was famer.

7. Abarbanel to Shoftim 15:20
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Teaching that Shimshon’s acts - the vengeance, salvation and great wonders - was what led Israel to appoint him judge.

8. Prof. Yechezkel Kaufmann, Sefer Shoftim, pg. 259-260

NAM27 Y MD0T 27NN 12102 (T A0 I1DI0 P M0 KT 10 INTRON KW 1T IN2DN2 PN YR N0 NWRY 19D
PN Y P 19107 T wnw

Shimshon's acts with the jawbone and in splitting the spring with his prayer were the height of his splendor. Chapter

16 is the story of his tragic end. Further: 15:19 ends the story of Shimshon’s wars, and in Chapter 16 only his deeds of

strength are reported.

9. Talmud Yerushalmi, Terumot 8:10
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We have learned: If groups of people were traveling on the road and they encountered non-Jews, who said, “Give us

one of yours and we will kill him, or we will kill all of you,” then even if all of them will be killed, they may not surrender

a single life of Israel. If the attackers designated one, like Sheva ben Bichri, they surrender him and are not killed.

R’ Shimon ben Lakish said: Only if the victim is liable for death like Sheva ben Bichri.

R’ Yochanan said: Even if he is not liable for death like Sheva ben Bichri.

10. Malbim to Shoftim 15:11
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The law is that if idolaters say, “Give us one of you and we will kill him,” they should not give him to them (per Rambam)

unless he is liable for death like Sheva ben Bichri — meaning, even if it's only in the government’s law, not Torah law...

11.Rabbi Meir Simchah of Dvinsk (19-20% century Poland), Or Sameach to Hilchot Yesodei haTorah 5:5
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The men of Judea came “to bind you, to give you into the hands of the Philistines” even though he was not liable for

death, apparently this was because he endangered the public, like a counterfeiter in Rama Choshen Mishpat 425:1,

such that they said, “What have you done to us, etc.”

12. Rabbi Ovadia Yosef (20t century Egypt, Israel), Yabia Omer 10:Yoreh Deah 6:2
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It is also possible that they thought he would be saved from them, as happened in the end.

13. Midrash, Sifri Devarim (Vaetchanan) 27
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14.Rabbi Naftali Zvi Yehudah Berlin, Emek haNetziv to Sifri Devarim (Vaetchanan) 27
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