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Beitzah 15b

GEMARA: The Gemara asks: From where are these matters derived? What is the
source of the halakha of the joining of cooked foods and of the halakha that one who
failed to prepare such an eiruv may not cook on a Festival for Shabbat? Shmuel said
that the source is as the verse states: “Remember the Shabbat day, to keep it holy”
(Exodus 20:8); from which he infers: Remember it and safeguard it from another day
that comes to make it forgotten. When a Festival occurs on Friday, preoccupation
with the Festival and the preparation and enjoyment of its meals could lead one to
overlook Shabbat. Therefore, the Sages instituted an ordinance to ensure that Shabbat
will be remembered even then.

The Gemara asks: What is the reason that the Sages instituted this ordinance in
particular to ensure that Shabbat would not be overlooked? Rava said: The Sages did
so in deference to Shabbat, and they instituted an eiruv so that one will select a choice
portion for Shabbat and a choice portion for the Festival. If one fails to prepare a
dish specifically for Shabbat before the Festival, it could lead to failure to show the
appropriate deference to Shabbat.

Rav Ashi stated a different reason: The Sages did so in deference to the Festival, so
that people will say: One may not bake on a Festival for Shabbat unless he began
to bake the day before; all the more so, one may not bake on a Festival for a
weekday.
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Rashba Beitzah 15b

Even though Rava explains that the institution of Eruv Tavshilin is to enhance the
Sabbath, nevertheless one should not ask the question that why can't one cook on
Friday even if the food is lost or already consumed for the sake of the Shabbos- for this
too is ultimately beneficial for the Shabbos. For one will come to be lax in his Eruv,
and forget about his Shabbos meal and will not set aside a deserving portion. And it is
better to lose out on enhancing one Shabbos in order to enhance many future
Shabbosim.
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Mishneh Torah, Rest on a Holiday 6:2

(2) Why is it called eruv? The same as an eruv, prepared for courtyards and alleys on
Friday, is a distinguishing mark preventing the residents from supposing that it is
permissible to transfer objects from one domain to another, the eruv dish is a symbol
and a reminder, lest some come to think vaguely that it is permissible to bake on a
holyday what is not to be eaten on the same day. Hence, it is called the eruv of dishes.
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Rashi on Beitzah 15b

Rav Ashi says- It was not instituted for Shabbos, but, rather, for the honor of the Yom
Tov

So that they should say that one cannot bake from Yom Tov onto Shabbos- unless
one started from the previous day as one is only finishing [on Yom Tov], but one
cannot start the baking process.
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Shulchan Arukh, Orach Chayim 527:1

Rama- The concept of an Eruv is that one should continue to cook and bake on Yom
Tov for Shabbos in addition to that which was already cooked and baked for Shabbos
prior to Yom Tov, and then one does not start the cooking process, but merely finishes
it
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Beitzah 16b

Rabbi Abba said: A joining of cooked foods requires an olive-bulk of food. A
dilemma was raised before the Sages: Is it enough to have one olive-bulk for all of
the household members who are relying on this eiruv, or perhaps must there be a
separate olive-bulk for each and every one in the household? Come and hear that
which Rabbi Abba said that Rav said: A joining of cooked foods requires an olive-
bulk, whether it is cooked for a single person or for one hundred people.

The Gemara comments: We learned in the mishna: If one ate the joining of cooked
foods that he prepared, or if it was lost, he may not rely on it and cook with the
initial intent to cook for Shabbat; but if he left any part of the eiruv, he may rely on it
to cook for Shabbat. The Gemara asks: What is the meaning of: Any part of it?
Doesn’t it mean that it is valid although there is not an olive-bulk? The Gemara
answers: No, the phrase: Any part of it, means that there is at least an olive-bulk left.
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Shulchan Arukh, Orach Chayim 527:3

The size of the cooked dish has to be an olive-bulk, whether it is for one person or for
a thousand, and it has to be that size at the beginning [before Yom Tov] and at the end
[during Yom Tov].
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Mishnah Berurah 527:9

At the end [during Yom Tov]- It would seem to be obvious that if an olive-bulk is
sufficient in the beginning then all the more so if it was larger than an olive-bulk and
continues to remain above an olive-bulk then that suffices. The law is coming to add
that we still need an olive-bulk at the end.
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