Yoel: Perek 2b: Teshuvah and Redemption
R’ Mordechai Torczyner — forczyner@torontotorah.com

2:12-14 Teshuvah is still possible
1. Yeshayah 58:5-9

2. Mishnah, Taanit 2:1
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What is the order of fasts2...The elder among them speaks words of rebuke: Our brothers, it does not say regarding

the people of Ninveh, “Gd saw their sackcloth and fasts,” but rather, “Gd saw their deeds, for they had returned from

their evil path.” And in the Prophets it says, “And tear your hearts, not your clothes.”

3. Yonah 4:2 and 3:9

2:15-17 The third fast (1:14, 2:12, 2:15); Divine “suffering”
4. Devarim 20:7 and 24:5

The impotence of korbanot

5. Radak 2:14
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Who knows whether Gd will regret it2 Although we have said that Gd regrets evil, and of this there is no doubt, still, if

the sins become many then He will not regret before punishing a litfle or a lot. Therefore, “Who knows...”

6. Yeshayah 1:11-12
Divine “suffering”

7. Radak 2:17
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When there was famine in Israel, many left for Egypt or the Philistines. This was a source of shame, and the nations

ruled over the Jews who lived among them.

8. Shemot 32:12; Tehillim 79:10

9. Talmud, Chagigah 13b
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‘And | saw a great wind coming from the north...” Where did it go2 Rav Yehudah cited Rav, to explain: It went to

conquer the world before Nevuchadnezzar. Why? Lest the nations say that Gd gave His children to a lowly nation.

Gd declared: What has caused Me to serve idolaters2 The sins of Israel!

10.  Yeshayah 43:14

2:18-27 The Triangle Healed: Gd returns to the land and to us
11.  Midrash, Mechilta d'R" Yishmael Beshalach 3

2°7 IR 077 YIPR CIR DOWIT° MIDTR 0K PYRD 72 IR ORVAYS
R’ Yishmael said: "Why do you cry out to Me? | will split the sea for them in the merit of Yerushalayim.’



12. Talmud, Ketuvot 111a
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Rav Anan said: All who are buried in Israel are as though they were buried beneath the altar...

13. Talmud Yerushalmi Berachot 9:1
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Gd calls all of Israel ‘close ones,’ as it is written, ‘He raises a horn for His [entire] nation.’

14. Talmud, Taanit 5a
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Adar ended without rain, and the first rain fell on the 15t of Nisan. The prophet said to plant, but people replied, ‘If
one has a kav or two of barley, should he eat it and live, or plant it and die?’ He replied, ‘Plant it anyway!’
Miraculously, seeds hidden in walls and anthills were revealed to them, and they planted the 2nd, 3rd and 4th days,
and the second rain fell on the 5t of Nisan. They brought the omer on the 16th of Nisan...

15.  Rashi 2:23
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Your prophets, who teach you to return to Me in order to make you righteous.

16. Malachi 3:20
The “northerner”?

17.  Talmud, Succah 52a
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‘| will distance the #zfon/ from upon you’ — This refers to the yetzer hara, which is hidden in one’s heart. ‘I have pushed
it to a land of desolation,” to a place where there is no one it can attack. ‘Its face is to the first sea’ — It turned to the
first Beit haMikdash, destroying it and killing its scholars. ‘And its end to the last sea’ — It turned to the second Beit
haMikdash, destroying it and killing its scholars. ‘And its scent arose and its stink arose’ — It left the nations, to attack
the ‘enemies of’ Israel. ‘For he did much’ — Abbaye said: And most of all to scholars.

18. Talmud, Ketuvot 112b
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All Israeli non-fruit trees will bear fruit, as it is written, ‘For the tree bears fruit...

19. Bereishit 41:32



