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Introduction
1. The basic set of 30 blasts

3 sefs of: Tekiah-Shevarim-Tekiah
3 sefs of: Tekiah-Teruah-Tekiah
3 sefs of: Tekiah-Shevarim-Teruah-Tekiah

2. Our 100 blasts
30 before musaf
30 with the blessings of the musaf amidah

30 after musaf
10 more: Tekiah-Shevarim-Tekiah, Tekiah-Teruah-Tekiah, Tekiah-Shevarim-Teruah-Tekiah

3. Midrash, Vayikra Rabbah 20:2
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For Yitzchak went back to his mother, and she said to him, “Where were you, my son2” He said to her, “Father took

me, and brought me up mountains and down peaks, etc.” She said, “Woe for my son of the intoxicated [with grief]! If

not for the malach, you would already have been slaughtered!” He said, “Yes.” At that moment she cried six cries,

parallel to the six fekiot. They say that she did not finish this before dying.

4. Talmud, Rosh HaShanah 33b
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Bamidbar 29:1 says, “It will be a day of fervah for you,” which is translated, “It will be a day of yevavah for you.”

Regarding the mother of Sisera it says, “Through the window, the mother of Sisera gazed and vatiyavev.” One thought

this referred to groaning; the other thought it referred to wailing.

5. Rabbi Natan baal ha’Aruch (10t century France), as cited in Tosafot to Rosh HaShanah 33b
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For those who are strict and [do] thirty while seated and thirty silently and thirty in order, parallel to the 100 cries of

Sisera’s mother. And these [ten] are when they complete the entire prayer...

Who is Sisera’s mother?
6. Devarim 9:5

Not due to your righteousness and the straightness of your heart do you come to take their land, but due to the wickedness
of these nations does your Gd take them from before you...
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7. Vayikra 18:3
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Like the deeds of the Land of Egypt, in which you dwelled, you shall not do. And like the deeds of the Land of Canaan,
to which | bring you, you shall not do, and you shall not walk in their ways.

8. Midrash, Sifra Acharei Mot 8:12b:4
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How do we know that no nation made their ways more foevah than the Canaanites? Thus it says, “And like the deeds
of the Land of Canaan you shall not do”...



9. Shoftim 5:28-31
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At the window, the mother of Sisera gazed out and vatiyabev, through the eshnav. “Why is his chariot delayed in
coming? Why are the hoofbeats of his chariots late2” The wise noblewomen answer her, and she also gives this statement
to herself, “Have they not found and distributed spoils, @ womb, two wombs to every man, spoils of dyed [material] for
Sisera, spoils of dyed embroidery, dyed embroideries around the neck of the despoiler?” So may all of Your enemies,
Gd, be destroyed, and those who love Him shall be like the sun’s emergence in its strength...

10. Professor Yehudah Elitzur (20t century Israel), Daat Mikra: Shoftim, pg. m
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The tent of Yael, with its simple tools and objects — a stake and hammer, water and milk — is the opposite of Sisera’s
house in Charoshet haGoyim, through the eshnav window of which the lady of the house gazes, surrounded by her
matrons, their hearts given to frippery and made-up maids. It would be appropriate to note here that the esAnav seems
to be a layer of decorative stone in a window, and it is one of the identifying signs of royal palaces and nobles, as seen
in archaeological finds in the palace of Ramat Rachel in South Jerusalem...

11.Rabbi Yosef Albo (14th-15th century Spain), Sefer halkkarim 4:43
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She saw that her son Sisera was struck on his head by a woman, and the wise women saw blood in Sisera’s camp,

and that the war was complete and the blood of the warriors had been spilled, and especially Sisera’s [blood] by two

women, Devorah and Yael. Even with all of this, they did not know how to draw accurate conclusions from this, but they

reversed the conclusion to fit their desire...

12. Ralbag (13t-14h century France), Commentary to Shoftim Perek 4-5, Lesson 8
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The eighth lesson is to publicize the disgrace of those nations, and their wanton immorality. Thus the mother of Sisera,
in speaking of Sisera’s success, began with...

So why pick Sisera’s mother?

13. Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider, https://www.ou.org/holidays/rosh-hashanah/shofar-mothers-cry/ (2016)

Perhaps this is the point that the Sages are making: so great is the grief of any parent for the loss of a child, that we all
are left completely bereft. The universality and commonality of suffering over the loss of a child transcends names and
identities.

14. Midrash, Avot d'Rabbi Natan cited in Torah Sheleimah to Bereishit 22 #92
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“And where is the lamb for the burnt offering” - Yitzchak said to Avraham: Here is the fire and the wood, and where is
the lamb for the burnt offering?
He said: My son, you ascend!


https://www.ou.org/holidays/rosh-hashanah/shofar-mothers-cry/

At that moment, the complexion of Avraham'’s face changed. He said, “I am old, and he is young, perhaps he could
flee2 And what would be with me2”

Yitzchak said to him, “Father, fear not! May it be Gd's will that the revi‘it of my blood be accepted! But bind me well,
so that | will not need [restraining]. And when you go to my mother Sarah, do not tell her suddenly, lest she harm
herself...”

At that moment Yitzchak consented verbally, but in his heart he was saying, “Who will save me from my father? | have
no aid other than Gd, as Psalms says, ‘My aid is from Gd, Maker of Heaven and Earth.””

15.  Rabbi Yehudah Amital (20t century Israel), naRa 772 122 27
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The early sages taught us a great principle here: Avraham was not a malach, and Yitzchak was not a saraf
There is support and basis for this midrash in Mishnah Taanit 2:4, “May the One who answered Avraham on Mount
Moriah answer you and hear the sound of your cries on this day. You are blessed, Gd, Redeemer of Israel.” This
appears difficult: Was it truly our ancestor Avraham's prayer that caused Gd to answer him2 From the beginning, wasn't
Gd’s infent only to fest him2 It was never a thought before Him to be okeid his son Yitzchak!
In truth, it was evident and known before the Great Assembly that this was not only the realization of Divine desire, but
also a response to the human cry of our ancestor Avraham. Even had it not been the Divine plan to refrain from sacrificing
him as a burnt offering, Yitzchak would still have been rescued from the akeidah as a result of Avraham'’s prayer.
As opposed to the passage of Sdom, where Avraham “argued” with Gd, the emphasis here is on Avraham'’s prayer.
Had there not been a tradition [teaching of such a prayer, and of the Divine response to it], the Sages would not have
emphasized this. Here Avraham enacted “the order of prayer” of substance, for that time — and for generations.

16.  Talmud Yerushalmi, Taanit 2:1
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And why do we blow with animal horns2 To say: Consider us as though we were lowing like beasts before You.



