The Shofar- The Tipping Point/Yehoshua Grunstein
A] Intoduction
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Tractate Rosh Hashanah 16b- Rabbi Kruspedai said that Rabbi Yochanan said: Three books are opened on Rosh
Hashanah before G-d: One of wholly wicked people, and one of wholly righteous people, and one of middling
people whose good and bad deeds are equally balanced. Wholly righteous people are immediately written and
sealed for life; wholly wicked people are immediately written and sealed for death; and middling people are left
with their judgment suspended from Rosh Hashanah until Yom Kippur, their fate remaining undecided. If they
merit, they are written for life; if they do not so merit, they are written for death.
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Musaf of Rosh Hashanah- "Let us now relate the power of this day's holiness, for it is awesome and frightening... It
is true that You alone are the One Who judges...You will remember all that was forgotten. You will open the Book
of Remembrances — it will read itself —and each person's signature is there.

B] Method
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BL Havional Bedvescens Bamidbar 29/1- And in the seventh month, on the first day...it shall be a day
of shofar sounding for you.
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Rambam's Code, Laws of Teshuva 3/4- Even though the blowing of the
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¥ shofar on Rosh Hashanah is a decree from heaven, it has a hidden message
within it, namely: “Wake up, you who are sleeping, from your sleep, and
MAaLcoLMm you who are slumbering, arise from your slumber; consider your actions,

return to G-d, and remember your Creator.” Therefore, throughout the
entire year, a person should always look at himself as if he/she is equally
balanced between merit and sin and the world as equally balanced between
merit and sin. If one performs even one sin, they have tipped their balance
and that of the entire world to the side of guilt and brings destruction to the
world. [But] if he/she performs one mitzvah, they tip their balance and that
of the entire world to the side of merit.
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Rambam, Book of Mitzvot, Positive Mitzvah # 170- We are commanded to listen to the sound of the shofar on the

first day of Tishrei [Rosh Hashanah]. The source of this commandment is G d's statement regarding that day, "it shall
be a day of shofar sounding for you."




Ramification # 2- "Please Rise"
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Mishna Berura [592/2]- And in all the blowings of these three [blessings in the repetition of Musaf on Rosh
Hashanah,] the blower of the shofar and the congregation must STAND during the blowing of the shofar. Therefore,
they are called "the standing blasts"

Ramification # 3- How are we "judged?"

NJIDN YD 1NN NN ”2[ND Y2D” IND -”:)INN YD 14999 21y DIIYN N2 9D 1712”7 N TIDY N DJYN-WNI NIOD

TIT N2 9V NIYPND ONIDY DN DTN 27 (DN) NN N2 NIYVYDD -IDN UPI v

Tractate Rosh Hashanah 18a- The mishna teaches: On Rosh Hashanah, all creatures pass before G-d like "Benei-
Maron." The Gemara asks: What is the meaning of the phrase "Benei-Maron?" The Gemara answers: Here in
Babylonia, they interpreted it to mean: Like a flock of sheep. Reish Lakish disagreed and said: Like the ascent of
Beit Maron, which was very steep; one standing at the summit could discern all those climbing the mountain with
a single look. Rav Yehuda said that Shmuel said another opinion: Like the soldiers of the house of King David, ...
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Musaf of Rosh Hashanah [ibid]- And the great shofar will be sounded and a still, thin voice will be heard. ...and
they will say, 'Behold, it is the Day of Judgment, to muster the heavenly Army for judgment!' — for even they are
not guiltless in Your eyes in judgment, all of mankind will pass before You like a flock of sheep. Like a shepherd
pasturing his flock, making sheep pass under his staff, so shall You cause to pass, count, calculate, and consider the
soul of all the living; and You shall apportion the destinies of all Your creatures and inscribe their verdict. On Rosh
Hashanah will be inscribed and on Yom Kippur will be sealed
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...And it be favorable in your eyes to bless your nation Israel, at each time, and at every turn, with your peace”
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Beresheit 4/3-5- Now it came to pass at the end of days, that Kayin brought of the fruit of the soil an offering to
G-d. And Hevel too brought of the firstborn of his flocks and of their fattest, and the Lord turned to Hevel and to his
offering. But to Kayin and to his offering He did not turn....
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Midrash Shir Hashirim Raba, Parsha 5- Open for me [my sister, my beloved, my dove, my perfect one”-Shir Hashirim
5/2]-Said G-d to the Jewish people; “My child, open for me a small opening of repentance, not bigger than the tip
of a needle, and | will open for many openings/doors that huge wagons can pass through.

Glenn Campbell -

Let me be a little kinder, let me be a little blinder Let me be a little braver, when temptation bids me waver.
To the faults of those about me; let me praise a little Let me strive a little harder to be all that | should be.
more Let me be a little meeker with the brother who is weaker;

Let me be, when | am weary, just a little bit more cheery;  Let me think more of my neighbor and a little less of me.
Let me serve a little better those | am striving for.




