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The Origin of Tashlich

1. Rashi to Shabbat 81b
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In a responsum of the Gaonim | found: They make baskets of palm branches and fill them with dirt and animal

manure. 22 or 15 days before Rosh HaShanah, each individual makes one for each minor boy and girl in the house,

and they plant po/ hamitzri or kitnitin them. They call it porfisa. It grows, and on the day before Rosh HaShanah each

one fakes his own and passes it over his head seven times, saying, “This in place of this, this is my exchange, this is

my substitute,” and he throws it into the river.

2. Rabbi Jacob Moellin (14th-15t century Germany), Maharil, Laws of Rosh HaShanah 9
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Maharil said: The practice of going to seas and rivers after the meal on Rosh haShanah, to cast all of our sins into the
depths of the sea, is because we find in a midrash that Avraham Avinu passed through a river until his neck, and he
said, ‘Save me, G-d, for the water has come to my lifel’ This was the Satan, who became like a river in order to keep
him from the akeidah. The practice of Maharil was also to go to rivers; he said that when one people go to the rivers
on Yom Tov they should not bring any food to throw to the fish of the rivers, to display to them for their enjoyment, for
this would involve desecration of Yom Tov.

3. Michah 7:18-20
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Who is a Gd like You, Who pardons iniquity and overlooks transgression for the remnant of His heritage? He does

not maintain His wrath forever, for He desires kindness. He will once again show us mercy, He will suppress our

iniquities. You will cast all their sins into the depths of the sea. Grant truth to Jacob, kindness to Abraham, as You

swore to our forefathers in days of old.

4. Rabbi Chaim Palaggi (19" century Turkey), Moed I’Kol Chai 13:70
727 AT Y RDT 20 T0W 42007 TOWNT MR MR MX AM0? 712 VI KT N MW 90 DRD WRan I
VIO DA AW 7R NRD T9RwA 1P W Al ny? 2w IANA NOOTIA AR 12°OR) DI IR 09T 02D ... RT°ON
12 2790 0277 MM DOYMIWT DOIR NRY 1AXY DR 79721 ,297 MMYNT2 17727 901 2173 MATNT MRV WA 17
And | request of every shliach tzibbur that he not be concerned about straining the congregation, and after Tashlich he
should recite the prayers arranged by the great... Chida. It has already been printed in some machzorim, and if it is
not printed in his machzor then he should copy it, or borrow from another, and recite it with a settled mind and a state
of calm and great humility. He should feel greatly inflamed, and he should pray with an awakened heart, and he will
provide merit for himself and for those who listen; the merit of the masses is upon him.

Re-enactment #1: The Akeidah

5. Midrash Tanchuma Vayera 22
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“On the third day” — The destination is near, so why did it take three days2 When the Satan saw that they did not
listen, he made himself into a great river before them. Avraham immediately descended until the water reached his
knees, at which point he told his youths, “Enter after me.” They did so. When he reached the midpoint of the river, the
water reached his neck. At that point Avraham turned his eyes heavenward and he declared, “Master of the Universe!
You chose me, You honored me, You were revealed to me, and You told me, ‘I am One and you are one, and
through you My Name will be known in My world, now bring your son Yitzchak as an offering before Me,” and | did
not delay. | am doing Your command, and now the water threatens my life. If I, or my son Yitzchak, were to drown,
who would fulfill Your command@ Upon whom would Your Name by identified2”

HaShem replied, “By your life, My name will be identified with you in the world.” Inmediately HaShem rebuked the
spring, the river dried up and they stood upon dry land.

6. Talmud, Shabbat 55a
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Why is the n different? Rav said: n is tichyeh, n is famut. Shemuel said: Tamah the merit of our ancestors.

Re-enactment #2: Michah

7. Talmud, Rosh haShanah 17b
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Gd cloaked Himself like a shliach tzibbur and demonstrated the order of prayer for Moshe. He said: Whenever Israel sins,

let them practice thus before Me, and | will forgive them.

Re-enactment #3: Nechemiah
8. Nechemiah 8:1-10
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And the whole nation gathered as one to the plaza before the Water Gate, and they told Ezra the Scribe to bring a
scroll of the torah of Moshe, which HaShem had instructed to Israel. And Ezra the Kohen brought the Torah before the
nation, every man and woman and all who would understand, on the first day of the seventh month. And he read it
before the plaza, before the Water Gate, from the light until midday, opposite the men and women and those who
understood, and the ears of the nation were to the Sefer Torah...
And Nechemiah the Tirshata, and Ezra the Kohen and Scribe, and the Levites who taught the nation, told the nation,
“Today is holy to HaShem your Gd. Do not mourn and do not weep.” For the nation cried when they heard the words
of the Torah. And he told them, “Go eat rich foods and drink sweet drinks, and send portions to those who have none
prepared, for today is sacred to our Master. Do not be sad; the joy of Gd is your strength.”

9. Zecharyah 14:8-9
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And it will be, on that day, living water will emerge from Jerusalem, half to the eastern sea and half to the western

seqa; in summer and winter it will be. And Gd will be King over the entire land; on that day Gd will be One and His

Name One.

10.  Mishnah Shekalim 6:3
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Why is it called the Water Gate? For through it they would introduce the pitcher of water for libation on the holiday.

Rabbi Eliezer ben Yaakov said: Water churns there; in the future it will emerge from beneath the lintel of the House.



