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Amos himself
Divrei haYamim Il 17:16

1. Midrash, Vayyikra Rabbah 10:2
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Rabbi Azaryah, citing Rabbi Yehudah bar Simon, explained this text to refer to Yeshayah: Yeshayah said, ‘| was
walking in my house of study and | heard Gd’s voice saying, “Whom will | send, and who will go on Our behalf?’ |
sent Michah and they struck him on the jaw, as it is written, ‘They strike with a rod on the jaw.’ | sent Amos and they
called him Psilus, as Rabbi Pinchas said: Why was he named Amos? Because he was burdened in his tongue.”

2. Rashi to Amos 7:14
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A seeker of sycamores, to see which is ready for cutting in order to stimulate additional branches and which is ready

to produce beams, for such is the practice of those who cut untouched sycamores. Boleis is like Boleish, but Amos

had trouble with his speech, as they said: “Why was he named Amos? Because he was burdened in his tongue, and

the Jews called him Psilus,” as is found in the Pesikta.

His father - Amos 7:14

3. Rambam, Moreh haNevuchim 2:32
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The first view, which is the view of the many fools among those who believe in prophecy, as well as some of the
people of our Torah who believe this as well: That Gd chooses the person He desires and manifests prophecy upon
that person and sends him, whether that person is wise or foolish, aged or young... The second view is that of the
philosophers, that prophecy reflects perfection in a person’s nature, a perfection which one cannot achieve other
than after study... The third view is that of our Torah and the foundation of our religion, and it is like that of the
philosophers except in one matter: We believe that one who is suited for prophecy, who prepares himself for it, still
might not prophesy, if that is Gd’s will.

Tekoa — Divrei haYamim Il 11:6

4, Talmud, Pesachim 87a
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‘The word of HaShem to Hosheia... in the days of Uziyahu, Yotam, Achaz, Yechizkiyah kings of Yehudah.” Four

prophets prophesied at one time, and Hosheia was the greatest of them, as it is written, ‘In the beginning, HaShem

spoke to Hosheia.’

Did HaShem speak to Hosheia first? There were many prophets from Moshe to Hosheia! Rabbi Yochanan

explained: He was the first of the four prophets of that time: Hosheia, Yeshayah, Amos and Michah.

The wealth of the time — Melachim Il 14:25, Divrei haYamim Il 26:1-15

Major themes: Corruption, Complacency. Repression of Prophets, Serving Gd, Impending punishments




