The Four Cups: Red Wine, White Wine or Grape Juice?
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Women'’s obligation in Kiddush and the Four Cups

1. Talmud, Berachot 20b
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Rav Ada bar Ahavah said: Women are biblically obligated in kiddush. Why? It is a time-bound active mitzvah, from

which women are normally exempt!

Abbaye said: They are rabbinically obligated.

Rava asked: But Rav Ada bar Ahavah said it was biblicall Further, women should then be obligated in all active

mitzvot rabbinically! Rather, the Torah says, “Zachor’ and ‘Shamor,” all who are obligated in guarding are obligated

in remembering. Women are obligated in guarding, and so they are obligated in remembering.

2. Talmud, Pesachim 108a-b
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Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: Women are obligated in these four cups, for they were also in that miracle.

Do we have a Red vs White preference for kiddush?

3. Talmud, Bava Batra 97a-b
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Rav Zutra bar Tuviah cited Rav: One may only recite kiddush with wine that is suitable for libation on the mizbeiach.

What does this exclude?

If it is to exclude freshly pressed wine, didn’'t R’ Chiyya teach that one may not use freshly pressed wine, but if he

did, it is acceptable — and since it is retroactively acceptable for libation, we use it even initially, as Rava said, ‘One

may squeeze a bunch of grapes and recite kiddush upon it!’...

And if it is to exclude black wine, borak [white] wine, hiliston [sweet and weak] wine, [unchecked] cellar wine, or

raisin wine, we learned, ‘One should not use them, but if one did, it is acceptable!’...

Rav Kahana, father-in-law of Rav Mesharshiya, asked Rava: What about chivaryan [white] wine?

Rava replied, ‘Do not see wine when it reddens.’

4, Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Issurei Mizbeiach 7:7
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When would they begin to use that wine? After forty days had elapsed from its pressing, and up to two years,
perhaps a little more. If they brought wine that was many years old, it was kosher, so long as it had not lost its taste.

5. Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 272:4
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One may recite kiddush with white wine. The Ramban disqualifies it for kiddush even retroactively. One may use it
for havdalah. The minhag is to follow the first view.

6. Mishneh Berurah 272:10
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All agree that there is a mitzvah, initially, to seek red wine, but if he lacks red wine, or the red wine is not good, then
this view maintains that one may recite kiddush upon white wine.

Do we have a Red vs White preference for the Four Cups?
7. Talmud, Pesachim 108b
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R’ Yehudah said: It must possess taste and appearance. Rava explained R’ Yehudah: It is written, ‘Do not see wine
when it reddens.’

8. Taz Orach Chaim 472:9
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The Tur required this for the four cups, but not for kiddush, for there is an additional hint to remind us of blood;

Paroh slaughtered the Jewish people. Now, though, we avoid red wine because of the libels, through our great sins.




9. Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 472:11
(M) (I nWwn 1290 PR aR) QTR 770 R N RN
Mechaber: It is a mitzvah to seek red wine. Rama: If the white is no better.

May grape juice be used for kiddush?

10. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Shabbat 29:14
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One may only recite kiddush with wine that is acceptable for libation on the mizbeiach. Therefore, if honey or

sourdough is mixed in, even a drop like a mustard-seed in a big barrel, one may not use if for kiddush. So we rule

throughout the west. Some permit it for kiddush, saying that ‘wine which is acceptable for libation on the mizbeiach’

only excludes wine with a bad scent, or uncovered wine, or mevushal wine.

11. Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 272:8
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Mechaber: One may recite kiddush on mevushal wine and wine with honey; some say one may not.

Rama: The minhag is to use it for kiddush, even if one has other wine which is just inferior to this.

12. Mishneh Berurah 272:23
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For if they are equal then one should be concerned about the strict view that will not use it for kiddush.

May grape juice be used for the Four Cups?
13. Talmud, Pesachim 108b
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One who drinks them undiluted fulfills his obligation. Rava said: He fulfilled wine, but not freedom.

14, Rashbam, Pesachim 108b nyasm >
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Meaning: This is an incomplete mitzvah, for only diluted wine is chashuv. This refers to their wine, which they diluted
with one-third water; our wine does not require dilution.

15. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Chametz uMatzah 7:9
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One must dilute these four cups, so that drinking will be pleasant. All is based on the wine and the drinker.

16. Tosafot, Pesachim 108b 13> 75
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Meaning, to fulfill the joy of Yom Tov. | thought that since they enacted the four cups, one could not fulfill the mitzvah
of enjoying Yom Tov unless he fulfilled the four cups.

17. Rashi, Bava Metzia 66b “m1o5%
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To calm his worries about money, as it is written, ‘And wine will gladden.’

18. Talmud Yerushalmi, Shabbat 8:1
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R’ Yonah said one may fulfill his obligation with mevushal wine, based on his own experience; he drank the four

cups on Pesach night and had a headache until Shavuot. R’ Yehudah son of R’ Eela’i drank the four cups on

Pesach night and had a headache until Succot.

If there is time: The manufacture of red wine vs. the manufacture of white wine




