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BEIT MIDRASH

Eichah 3:10  Bears
1. Bears - Shemuel | 17:36, Shemuel Il 17:8, Yeshayah 11:7, Daniel 7:5
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And the lion and the bear, your servant struck...
And Chushai said: You know your father and his men, for they are mighty and of bitter spirit, like a bear whose young
have been taken, in the field...
And the cow and the bear will graze; their young ones shall lie down together...
And behold, another beast, like a bear, rising on one side, with three ribs in its mouth, between its teeth. And so they

said to it: “Rise and eat much flesh!”

2. Talmud, Megilah 11a

P27 712710 0K 71°10 1R 1772 22027 WIMNMWAR a7 PRI 27 ... .YWAT 1X173121 AT 003 N 57 av Hy ywn Yun PPIY 271 0771 R
2172 A 02 1R 2170 WY '[”773‘?31 2172 W2 PRANMON 217D PN '[”731?(127 0079 PR QDY 27 °IM 277

"A roaring lion, a growling bear, a wicked ruler over a poor nation. (Proverbs 28:15)" — "Roaring lion" is wicked

Nevuchadnezzar... "A growling bear" is Achashverosh, regarding whom Daniel 7:5 says, "Another, second beast, like

a bear." And Rav Yosef taught: These are the Persians, who eat and drink like a bear, who are fleshy like a bear, who

grow their hair like a bear, and who are restless like a bear.

3. Rabbi Yissachar Tamar, Aleh Tamar to Talmud Yerushalmi, Taanit 2:1
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The Mishneh Berurah cited Eliyah Rabbah, “It pains me, how some are frivolous, throwing to each other during recitation
of Kinot, when the nation of Israel are wailing for the ruined house of Gd and for His nation, scattered around the
world.” The heart aches and the soul grieves and the eyes stream tears without cease in reading these words! But you
must know that they did do this, even in our time, in Poland before the Holocaust. They — generally youths - would throw
seeds and stems during Kinot. These were called berelich, or dubim in Hebrew. Their reason was sound, from early
generations who did this to awaken the nation to know Eichah 3:10, “He is a bear in ambush for me.” To contemplate
what we have come to... And throwing the dubim was like an enemy’s throw, sudden, without knowing who had thrown
it and from where it had been thrown...

Eichah 4:1 Dimmed Gold

4. Midrash, Eichah Rabbah 4:1
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This [chapter] speaks of Yoshiyahu. 'How did the gold dim' - for he was like a gold ornament. ' 'The good gold was

altered' - for his body was like a gem or pearls. 'The sacred stones spilled forth' — This refers to the two measures of

blood which Yirmiyah took and buried.

5. The n line of Eichah Eli
NPNIR 2°NWY 2OV 72°K 17 1790 2 MDY 01777 2°NWY 20wy 9N
He suspended for 22 [years] the destruction of the foundation, for they eulogized for him with Eichah in 22 letters.



6. Melachim 11 21:19-24
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Amon was 22 when he took the throne, and he reigned for two years... He did that which was evil in Gd's eyes, as

had Menasheh his father... He worshipped his father's idols... And Amon's servants plotted against him, killing him in

his home. And the nation killed the plotters... and they coronated his son Yoshiyahu in his place.

7. Ralbag Melachim Il 23:22
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“A Pesach like this had not been performed since the days of the Judges” - In his day, like that of Shemuel, all of the
Jews turned to Gd. In the days of Shaul and Dovid there were altars, which were legal but which Gd did not desire. In
Shlomo's day the altars remained and were converted to idolatry. In Chizkiyahu's day, the Jews did not return to Gd in
entirety; some mocked Chizkiyahu's words. Only in Yoshiyahu's day, in that year, did all of Israel return to Gd.

8. Talmud Yerushalmi, Sotah 7:4

DO 9V R WK YR 1T 0270 DY DRIAY W3R AT 27 707 20 R L0000 KD WR X
“Cursed is the one who will not uphold all of the words of this Torah.”... Rav Huna cited Rav Yehuda citing Shemuel:
Yoshiyahu tore his clothes for this sentence, saying, ‘It is upon me to uphold this!’

9. Midrash, Eichah Rabbah 1:53
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Rabbi Mani said: They shot 300 arrows into him, until he was like a sieve. Yirmiyahu looked after him to see what he

would say; he said, 'Gd is righteous, for | rebelled against His word.'

Eichah 5:6 International Alliances

10. Yirmiyahu 31:28-29
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At that time, no longer will they say, “The fathers ate unripe grapes and the children’s teeth are set on edge.” Rather,
each will die for his own sin; anyone who eats unripe grapes shall have his own teeth set on edge.

11.Related passages — Eichah 4:17, Melachim Il 15:19, Hosheia 12:2
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Our eyes are still finished, waiting for empty help; in our hopes we anticipated a nation which does not save.
King Pul of Assyria came upon the land, and Menachem gave Pul 1,000 silver kikarto aid him, to keep the kingdom in
his hands.

Ephraim joins with the wind, pursuing the east wind all day, increasing lies and theft. They make a covenant with
Assyria, and oil is brought to Egypt.

12. Midrash, Eichah Rabbah 5:6
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What did the ten tribes do? They sent oil to Egypt, and brought grain and sent it to Assyria, so that if enemies would

come then [Egypt and Assyria] would support them. Thus Hosheia 12:2 says...



