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BEIT MIDRASH

The Book (continued)
1. The envelope
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Images and Messages: Eichah 1:3, 2:6, 3:10-12, 4:1
2. A Place to Rest - Bereishit 8:9, Ruth 1:9, Tehillim 132:2-8
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And the dove did not find rest for her foot...

May Gd give to you, and may you find rest, each in the house of her husband...

[David] swore to Gd, vowed to the mighty one of Yaakov. If | will enter my home, if | will ascend my bed, if | will let my
eyes sleep, my eyelids slumber, until | find a place for Gd, a residence for the Mighty One of Yaakov! We have heard
of it in Ephratah, we have found it in the fields of the forest, we will come to His residence, we will bow to His footstool.
Rise, Hashem, for Your rest, You and the aron of Your strength.

3. Talmud Yerushalmi, Shabbat 15:3
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Shabbat and Yom Tov were given only to involve oneself in Torah... Rabbi Avahu said: “Shabbat for Gd” - halt as Gd
did it. Just as Gd did not speak, so you should not speak... Rabbi Chanina said: It was only with difficulty that they
permitted greeting on Shabbat. Rabbi Chiya bar Ba said: When Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai saw his mother speaking a
lot, he said to her, “Mother, it is Shabbat.”

4. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Yom Tov 6:18
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When one eats and drinks he must also feed “the stranger, the orphan and the widow,” with all other paupers and
needy people. For one who closes his yard’s gates and eats and drinks with his childern and wife and does not feed
the needy and people of bitter spirit, this is not joy of a mitzvah; it is joy of his belly. Regarding such people it says,
“Their offerings are as bread of sadness; all who eat it will be contaminated, for their bread is for their lives.” Joy such
as this is shame for them, as it is written, “I will scatter peresh upon your faces, the peresh of your holiday-offerings.”

5. Rambam, Moreh haNevuchim 3:34
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Festivals are all for joy and for gatherings which provide the benefit that people need in their masses, and they also

benefit by causing the love required between people in national gatherings.

6. Yeshayah 1:11-14
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Gd will say: What are your many offerings to Me2 | am full from burnt offerings of rams, and fat of fattened animals,
and | do not want the blood of bulls, lambs and goats. When you come to be seen before Me, who asks this of you,
trampling My yard? Do not continue to bring empty gifts; it is a rejected burning for Me. On the New Moon and Shabbat
you hold gatherings; | cannot bear corruption and gatherings. Your New Moons and appointed times, | hate; they are
a burden for me; | do not wish to bear them.

7. Yeshayah 66:23
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And it will be, at each month, and on each Shabbat, all flesh will come to bow before Me, declares Gd.

8. Bears - Shemuel | 17:36, Yeshayah 11:7, Daniel 7:5
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And the lion and the bear, your servant struck...
And the cow and the bear will graze; their young ones shall lie down together...
And behold, another beast, like a bear, rising on one side, with three ribs in its mouth, between its teeth. And so they
said to it: Rise and eat much flesh!”

9. Talmud, Megilah 11a
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"A roaring lion, a growling bear, a wicked ruler over a poor nation. (Proverbs 28:15)" -

"Roaring lion" is wicked Nevuchadnezzar... "A growling bear" is Achashverosh, regarding whom Daniel 7:5 says,

"Another, second beast, like a bear." And Rav Yosef taught: These are the Persians, who eat and drink like a bear, who

are fleshy like a bear, who grow their hair like a bear, and who are restless like a bear.

10. Rabbi Yissachar Tamar, Aleh Tamar to Talmud Yerushalmi, Taanit 2:1
DY D°IPR DRI QYW MR NAR DYWA T17 07 RN MYP PATII NEPW 72 awvnn 2oy v anow 7"RT awa ow 2"
w2 92K 198 02127 NRIP2 777 092 MYRT MAT 2 NARIT WHIM AR 257 510y "0 222 1101w 1y 91 27mIw "7 002
DORIPI 1M MR DMK NYWR DR 21V DMV POV PN VAW J2AT 2195 PRIDA 1IAT 03 1D WY PRY Ny
TANA5 "9 RIT 2R T, 797K PI09A NYTH QY WY 275 13 WIYW DTR M oRY opan, "ot nmava, iy
AP IR RIDRMY DT M DY 292 YADY 21K YW 00 00 "0Ta" Dw A0 1K) LLI9AT IRD 7Y
The Mishneh Berurah cited Eliyah Rabbah, “It pains me, how some are frivolous, throwing to each other during recitation
of Kinot, when the nation of Israel are wailing for the ruined house of Gd and for His natiion, scattered around the
world.” The heart aches and the soul grieves and the eyes stream tears without cease in reading these words! But you
must know that they did do this, even in our time, in Poland before the Holocaust. They — generally youths - would throw
seeds and stems during Kinot. These were called berelich, or dubim in Hebrew. Their reason was sound, from early
generations who did this to awaken the nation to know Eichah 3:10, “He is a bear in ambush for me.” To contemplate
what we have come to... And throwing the dubim was like an enemy’s throw, sudden, without knowing who had thrown
it and from where it had been thrown...

11.The dimmed gold - Midrash, Eichah Rabbah 4:1
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This [chapter] speaks of Yoshiyahu. 'How did the gold dim' — for he was like a gold ornament. ' 'The good gold was

altered' - for his body was like a gem or pearls. 'The sacred stones spilled forth' — This refers to the two measures of

blood which Yirmiyah took and buried.



