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Introduction to Chapter 14 (continued)
1. Radak to Shoftim 13:4
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One should be shocked — how could someone regarding whom the Creator ordered that he would be holy from the
womb then become famei with Philistine girlse It appears that those women he took in Timnah, Azah and Nachal Sorek
he converted and brought to the law of Israel. It would be a desecration for Israel’s judge and rescuer to marry Philistines,
violating, “You shall not marry among them,” which is very strict and which brings a person to denial of the Creator, as
it says, “For he will lead your sin away from Me,” and we do not find in the text that he was punished for this, and it
does not say that he did that which was evil in Gd’s eyes, and the Creator made him succeed everywhere he turned.
And so the text says, “For it was from Gd,” meaning taking a woman from the Philistines was from Gd, and Gd desired
this, for certainly he converted them...

2. Talmud, Sotah 9b
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Our sages taught: Shimshon rebelled with his eyes, as in, “And Shimshon said to his father, take her for me, for she is
good in my eyes,” and therefore the Philistines pierced his eyes...

3. Talmud, Nazir 23b
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Ulla said: Tamar committed znutand Zimri committed znut. Tamar committed znutand kings and prophets came from
her, and Zimri committed z’nutand many myriads of Israel fell because of him.

4. Radak to Shoftim 13:4
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It appears to me that his initial intent was good, to seek a claim against the Philistines. Then desire overcame him, when

he saw her and she was good in his eyes, and he lost his Divine intent due to his physical, animal intent which became

mixed in. Therefore he was punished...

5. Abarbanel to Shoftim 14:1
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We have seen many times in the stories of the prophets that they occasionally acted against the rules, so that the service
of Gd would emerge from those deeds. Like Eliyahu on Mount Carmel, breaking the rules by bringing a korban on an
[external] altar; this was a temporary ruling, to publicize in Israel that Hashem is Gd. And this is appropriate to say
regarding Shimshon, that he broke the law so that he would find a claim for revenge against the Philistines — certainly
given that he did not have the Divine spirit settled and orderly within him, to perform heroic deeds as the other judges
did, and he did not have a complete mind. But Gd put him in place for justice, and the Rock established him to rebuke.



And therefore [Gd] gave him a spirit of might and extraordinary strength, stirring him up occasionally. The result of this
was that when he saw a woman who found favour in his eyes, there was no halting his spirit, and when he was
outraged, nothing could stand before him.

And it appears that in his innocence he thought that as a nazir he was obligated only in those things regarding which
the malach had instructed... And in other matters, he followed his desire.

Gd enabled him to do this, because even though those activities were in themselves mixed up, vengeance against the
Philistines would emerge from them.

6. Talmud, Sotah 9b (continuation of the passage above)
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Can it be s0? Shoftim 14:4 says, “And his father and mother did not know that it was from Gd”! When he did it, though,
he followed what seemed good to him.

14:1-9 Courting the woman from Timnatah

7. Talmud, Sotah 10a
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It says “And Shimshon descended [to] Timnatah” and Bereishit 38:13 says, “Behold, your father-inlaw is ascending to

Timnah” — Rabbi Elazar said: Shimshon was disgraced there, so it says ‘descent’, Yehudah was elevated there, so it

says ‘ascent’. Rabbi Shemuel bar Nachmeni said: There were two places named Timnah, one which was lower and

one which was higher. Rav Pappa said: There was one Timnah, but coming from one direction was descent and coming

from the other direction was ascent.

8. Abarbanel to Shoftim 14:3
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And because his mother thundered about this greatly, he did not say it to his mother, lest she say as Rivkah did in

Bereishit 27:46, “If Yaakov should take a woman from the daughters of Chet... why should I live”...

9. Abarbanel to Shoftim 14:4
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To teach that Gd created a reason for Israel to take vengeance upon the Philistines — not by their own hand but by
Shimshon’s hand - and that Shimshon would not act in Israelite areas but in Philistine areas even when taking revenge,
so that the Philistines would not have a claim against Israel for this. It would be associated with Shimshon alone, and
the Philistines would [also] refrain from battling Israel out of fear of Shimshon...

10. Abarbanel to Shoftim 14:5-6
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11. Abarbanel to Shoftim 14:7
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12. Talmud, Sotah 9b
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