Permission to mourn and to celebrate
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How can we ask ‘Why?’
1. Bereishit 3:9
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And Gd called to the Man and said, ‘Ayekah?’

2. Mishnah, Berachot 9:1
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One is obligated to bless for the bad, just as he blesses for the good.

3. Midrash, Sifri Devarim 307
NP 7750 QY 9IWOY 77T TRV 731 17 192K 17190 OV AIWD 77713 0¥ 37731 119770 32 773717 920 IR 1090w 12D AN N
IR LW PRI TIMR P T RIPAT ARIP AD TRV 90D 3973 79V DY 1A INWRD 10K 1990 200 T AT ROpH
PRV 27 RV DITA 400 22 70T+ 1T R IRIP 7IR22 MWYD OV 3000 TR 931 900 AR DY 7701 79731 1020
T PITOX DW O°PI0D WHW 1IMATT ONIX NYWAW IR DOPOTX DO173 712D 20 MR MMIPD 1Y WK
‘The Rock, His deeds are complete (Devarim 32)' — When they caught R’ Chanina ben Tradyon, it was decreed that
he would be burned with his scroll. They informed him of this, and he recited, ‘The Rock, His deeds are complete.’
They told his wife, ‘It has been decreed that your husband will be burned and you will be executed,” and she recited,
‘A faithful Gd, with Whom there is no corruption.” They told his daughter, ‘It has been decreed that your father will be
burned and your mother will be executed, and you will be forced into slave labor,” and she recited, ‘Great in counsel
and deeds, Whose eyes are open.’
Rabbi Yehudah haNasi declared: How great are these righteous people! In their time of trouble, they invoked the
three passages of justifying the verdict.

4. Talmud, Megilah 31b
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On Tishah b'Av itself, what do we read for the Haftorah? Rav said, ‘How has she become a zonah’

What do we read from the Torah? ‘Acherim’ said, ‘And if you do not listen to Me.” Rav Natan bar Yosef said, ‘How

long will this nation blaspheme against Me?’ Some said, ‘How long will this evil group endure.” Abbaye said: Now,

the general custom is to read, ‘When you will produce children,” and to use ‘I will finish them’ for the Haftorah.

5. Talmud, Megilah 31b
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On fast days we read the blessings and curses, and we do not break up the curses [into multiple readings]. How do

we know this? Rav Chiyya bar Gamda cited Rav Asi, saying: It is written, ‘My son, do not reject rebuke.” Reish

Lakish said: Because we do not recite a blessing upon punishment.

Then what do we do? We begin one sentence beforehand and we conclude one sentence afterward.

6. Yirmiyah 9:16
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So declares Gd: Contemplate, and call for the mourners and they will come; send for the wise women, and they will
come.

Mourning leads to repentance

7. Talmud, Bava Kama 59a-b
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Eliezer the younger wore black shoes in the Neherdaa market; people from the Exilarch’s House encountered him

and asked, “Why do you wear these different shoes?” He replied, “I am mourning for Yerushalayim.” They said to

him, “Are you significant enough to mourn for Yerushalayim?” They felt this was arrogant, and they jailed him.

He told them, “I am a person of standing!” They asked, “How can we know that?”” He replied, “You could ask me a

question, or | could ask you a question.”...




8. Devarim 4:29-31
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And you will seek HaShem your Gd from there, and you will find Him, when you seek Him with all of your heart and

all of your soul. When you are in trouble, and all of these things happen to you, at the end of days, you will return to

HaShem your Gd and listen to His voice. For HaShem your Gd is merciful, and He will not weaken you or destroy

you, and He will not forget the covenant of your ancestors, to whom he swore a covenant.

9. Talmud, Taanit 30b
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It is written, ‘Gladden Yerushalayim and make her joyous, all those who love her. Celebrate with her, all who mourn

for her.” This teaches that one who mourns for Yerushalayim will merit to see her joy; one who does not mourn for

Yerushalayim will not see her joy.

Additional item: The Eulogy for Yoshiyahu

10. Midrash, Eichah Rabbah 4:1
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This speaks of Yoshiyahu. ‘How has the gold diminished’ for he resembled a gold ornament. ‘The good gold was

altered’ for his body resembled gems and pearls. ‘The sacred stones are spilled forth’ refers to the two measures of

blood that Yirmiyah collected and buried. It is written, ‘He was buried in the graves of his ancestors’ — Was he buried

in many graves?! Rather, these are the two measures of blood that Yirmiyah collected and buried.

11. Talmud, Berachot 4b
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R’ Elazar said, citing R’ Avina: One who says Ashrei thrice daily is guaranteed entry into Olam haBa. Why? If it's
because of the alphabetical acrostic, one should recite Tehillim 119, which has an eightfold alphabet! And if it's
because Ashrei includes, “You open Your hand,” we should say Tehillim 136, which includes, ‘He gives bread to all
flesh!’ It's because Ashrei includes both.

12. Talmud, Rosh haShanah 18b
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‘The fast of the fifth’ is Tishah b'Av, when the house of our Gd was burned; it is called ‘fifth’ because it is in the fifth

month.

‘The fast of the seventh’ is the third day of Tishrei, when Gedalyah ben Achikam was killed. Who killed him?

Yishmael ben Netanyah killed him. This teaches that the death of the righteous is equal to the burning of the house

of our Gd.

13. Talmud, Shabbat 105b
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Rav Yehudah said, citing Rav: One who is lazy in eulogizing a sage should be buried alive, as it is written, ‘And they

buried Yehoshua in the borders of his lot in Timnat Serach on Mount Ephraim, north of Har Gaash [the volcano].’

This teaches that the mountain was aroused against them, to kill them.
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He [Gd] delayed for twenty-two the destruction of the foundation, for they eulogized him with twenty-two letters.



