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BEIT MIDRASH

13:21-25 The End, and the Beginning
1. Abarbanel to Shoftim 13:21
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“Then Manoach knew that it was a malach of Gd” — And it did not mention his wife, testifying that his wife already
realized he was a malach. As she said at first, “His appearance was like the appearance of a malach of Gd.” But
Manoach was an am ha‘aretz, and he did not realize it until the malach ascended in the fire of the altar and disappeared
from before his eyes.

2. Abarbanel to Shoftim 13:24
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It appears that she hinted that he would serve [sAimush] Gd all his life as a nazir, and this name also hinted that there
would be great destruction [shemamah] for the Philistines. This is why he did not publicize the reason for the name.

3. Talmud, Sotah 9b
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This teaches that the Shechinah knocked before him, like a clapper. It says here “to be po‘eim for him in the camp of
Dan,” and in Shemot 39:26 it says, “a paamon and a pomegranate.”

4. Ralbag to Shoftim 13:25
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For at times (paam) he thought to fight the Philistines and at times he thought to refrain from this, like a paamon which
strikes this way and that.

5. Radak to Shoftim 13:25
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And the meaning of /paamo is “to give him strength,” the opposite of the form of nifa/ and hitoael from it, which is

removal of strength and breaking of eivarim, as in “nifamti and | will not speak (Tehillim 77:5),” “ Vatjpaem his spirit

(Bereishit 41:8),” “Vatifoaem (Daniel 2:1)". And | have already recorded other explanations in the Michlo/ under

“pa’am”, but this explanation is right in my eyes. And in the words of our Sages....

Introducing Chapters 14-16

6. Shemot 34:15-16
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7. Devarim 7:1-4
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8. Talmud, Avodah Zarah 36b
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Their daughters are subject to a biblical prohibition, “You shall not marry among them!” The biblical prohibition is for
the seven [Canaanite] nations, but not other nations, and the rabbis prohibited even other nations. And per Rabbi
Shimon bar Yochai who said that “He will cause your sin to stray from Me"” includes all who cause straying, what could
[be the rabbinic prohibition]2 Rather, the biblical prohibition is against the manner of marriage, and the rabbis
prohibited even in the manner of znut...



9. Rabbi Moses Maimonides (Rambam, 12th century Egypt), Mishneh Torah, Laws of Prohibited Relationships 12:1-2
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If a Jew mates with an idolater from the other nations in the manner of marriage, or a Jewess mates with an idolater in
the manner of marriage, the Torah dictates lashes for them, as it says, “And you shall not marry among them; you shall
not give your daughter to his son, and you shall not take his daughter for your son.” The prohibition applies for the
seven nations and any nation, and so was explicit via Ezra, “And that we will not give our daughters to the nations of
the land, and their daughters we shall not take for our sons.” And the Torah only prohibited the manner of marriage,
but one who lives with a Cuthite in the manner of znut...

10. Rabbeinu Yaakov ben Asher (Baal haTurim, 13t-14th century Germany/Spain), Tur Even haEzer 16
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A Cuthite, even though there is no biblical prohibition, is still prohibited rabbinically... And it appears to me that this
[verse] is only for the seven nations, for we do not follow Rabbi Shimon...

11.Rabbi Yosef Karo/Rabbi Moshe Isserles (16 century Israel/Poland), Shulchan Aruch Even haEzer 16:1
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Rabbi Karo: If a Jew mates with an idolatress in the manner of marriage, of a Jewess mates with an idolater (in the

manner of marriage), they are lashed for violating the Torah text, as it says, “And you shall not marry among them.”

Rabbi Isserles: And some dispute this.

12.R’ Moses Maimonides (Rambam, 12t century Egypt), Mishneh Torah, Laws of Prohibited Relationships 13:14-16
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Do not entertain the thought that Shimshon, Rescuer of Israel, or Solomon, King of Israel, who was called a “friend of
Gd"”, married foreign women when they were not Jewish. Rather, the secret of tha matter is thus: The proper mitzvah is
that when a ger or giyoretcomes to convert we investigate him to see whether her is coming to join the religion to gain
money or power, or out of fear. If he is a man, we investigate whether he has turned his eyes to a Jewish woman. If she
is a woman, we investigate whether she has turned her eyes to a Jewish man. If no cause is found, we inform them of
the weight of the yoke of Torah and the strain for ignorant people in practicing it, so that they will separate from it. If
they accept and do not separate, and we see that that they pursue this from love, we accept them, as Ruth 1:18 says,
“And she saw that she was making an effort to go with her, and she stopped speaking to her.”
Therefore the courts did not accept converts in the time of David and Solomon - in the days of David lest they come
from fear, and in the days of Solomon lest they pursue this for the empire, benefit and power which Jews had. An
idolater who pursues it for one of the empty aspects of this world is not a righteous convert. Still, many converts converted
in the days of David and Solomon, with regular people [acting as judges]. The High Court was concerned for them, not
rejecting them since they had still immersed but not drawing them near until it could see their end.
And because Solomon converted women and married them, and Shimshon also converted and married, and it was
known that [the women] pursed this only for benefit and were not converted by a [true] court, the text viewed them as
idolaters, remaining prohibited. Further, their end demonstrated their original intent, for they served their idols and built
altars, and the text viewed it as though [Solomon] had built them, as Kings | 11:7 says, “Then Solomon built an altar.”



