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4:17-22 The downfall of Sisera

1. Book of Judith, Chapter 13, Revised Standard Version

When evening came, his slaves quickly withdrew. Bagoas closed the tent from outside and shut out the attendants from
his master's presence. They went to bed, for they all were weary because the banquet had lasted so long. But Judith
was left alone in the tent, with Holofernes stretched out on his bed, for he was dead drunk.

2. Malbim to 4:17
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The family of Chever were Jews; how could they not battle for their nation and their Gd2

3. Malbim to 4:17
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The peace between Yavin and Chever’s house included all of the Keini of the Judean Desert, as it said, “Between the

house of Chever haKeini.” Now Chever left his brothers and pitched his tent among the Jews, and he was not beholden

to the covenant of the Keini.

4. Abarbanel to 4:18
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Two reasons combined to enable Yael to do this. First: In royal affairs, acts are prohibited or permitted, attractive or
disgraceful, exclusively based on the arrangements they make. When Chever haKeini made peace he was very clever,
saying the peace would be between King Yavin of Chatzor and the house of Chever haKeini, and not “between the
house of Yavin”... And the second reason was that Sisera did not go to the tent of Chever haKeini, but to his wife's
tent... And it is known in royal rules that women are not obligated by their husbands’ deeds....

5. Book of Judith, Chapter 13, Revised Standard Version

Soon afterward she went out and gave Holofernes' head to her maid, who placed it in her food bag. Then the two of
them went out together, as they were accustomed to do for prayer.... From a distance Judith called out to the sentries at
the gates, "Open, open the gate! Gd, our Gd, is with us, still showing His power in Israel and his strength against our
enemies, as He has done today!"... Then she said to them with a loud voice, "Praise Gd, O praise Him! Praise Gd,
who has not withdrawn His mercy from the house of Israel, but has destroyed our enemies by my hand this very night!"
Then she pulled the head out of the bag and showed it to them, and said, "See here, the head of Holofernes, the
commander of the Assyrian army, and here is the canopy beneath which he lay in his drunken stupor. The Lord has
struck him down by the hand of a woman. As the Lord lives, who has protected me in the way | went, | swear that it
was my face that seduced him to his destruction, and that he committed no sin with me, to defile and shame me."

Women and War
6. Mishnah Sotah 8:7
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In mitzvah wars everyone goes, even the groom from his room and the bride from her chuppah.

7. Rabbi David ibn Abi Zimra to Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Melachim 7:4
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One could suggest that he was saying that a groom leaves his chamber and a bride leaves her chuppah, since they
won't observe the days of the chuppah. Or, perhaps, in a mitzvah war the women provide water and food for their
husbands, as is the custom today in Arab lands.

8. Rashi to Talmud, Ketuvot 51b
% 20X 07 MDIWAY MIATA PAn?Iwa - 2% 1712 J190n R XM
“But don't they give the thieves arrows” — When they fight, the women prepare and provide arrows for them to fire.

9. Rambam, Sefer haMitzvot, Introduction to the count of mitzvot
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It is known that women do not... fight in optional wars.

10. Talmud, Nazir 59a, with Rashi
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Rabbi Eliezer ben Yaakov said: How do we know that a woman may not go out to war with weapons? It is written, ‘The
implements of a man shall not be upon a woman.”’
Rashi: As far as Yael, wife of Chever haKeini, she did not kill Sisera with a weapon; rather, as it is said, "She sent her
hand to the peg."



