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10:1-4 National Response
1. Metzudat David to Ezra 10:1
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Because of Ezra’s prayer, the nation found with him cried, and at the sound of their crying a great group gathered.

2. Metzudat David to Ezra 10:4
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“Rise” — Be energetic about this, for it is upon you. You are our leader, and we will be with you, to help you.

3. Malbim to Ezra 10:1
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One could suggest that the women whose husbands had taken foreign women gathered, and cried as well.

4. Rabbi Yaakov Medan, mmowns phnn
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Shechaniah ben Yechiel is an anonymous man who informs us: There is someone from whom to learn. All of them cry
with the leader. These are tears of frustration and hopelessness against a problem which appears greater than any
possible solution. Presumably, they raise their eyes to heaven in prayer for a solution to descend in a heavy cloud on
the mountain. And it appears that a miracle happens with a great act, not inferior to a cloud descending from heaven.
Suddenly, an anonymous man from the first wave of arrivals arose and declared: There is hope. There is a solution.
Ezra will lead, and all of us will follow him. Shechaniah ben Yechiel suggests an order of action which begins, of course,
with execution of a new covenant between the nation of Israel and its Gd. And... he wears blue-collar garb.
It is hard not to be reminded of his twin from the sin of Baal Peor. There, too, was a similar problem. Immorality with
foreign women — the women of Moav and Midian. There, too, the ‘solution’ — including that of the leader — was to cry.
But there was one who arose.

5. Malbim to Ezra 10:3
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And when the masses would find out, they would rise against them and they would not wish to divorce their wives, and
Ezra would lack the power to punish them beyond the laws of Torah. He needed to intimidate them now with more
harsh punishments — which would be within the power of the community if they would accept this with an oath. Then the
community, which has the status of a king for this, could punish them with punishments beyond those mandated by the
law...

Conversion

6. Arthur ). Wolak, £zra’s Radlical Solution fo Judean Assimilation, JBQ 40:2 (2012)

Although the Book of Ruth is the standard bearer for the acceptance of sincere proselytes (after all, Ruth was the ancestor
of King David), organized conversion to Judaism was not yet an established practice in Ezra's time.

7. lbn Ezra to Ezra 10:3
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“At the counsel of Gd” - To draw near to the nation of Gd or to distance. And we do not find that they brought any of
them close; perhaps they removed them because these were not converts like Ruth of Moav.

8. Rabbi Yaakov Medan, mimpwnan ponn
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In the days of Solomon, the strength of Judaism in the Land specifically, and in the world in general, was strong and
reinforced. Therefore, the Jewish nation could absorb into its midst — even with great unease — the foreign wives who
streamed in via conversion ‘for the table of kings’ and ‘the servants of Solomon’ (see Yevamot 24b). But in the generation
of Ezra, the Jewish nation in the Land was weak, in terms of Torah, culture, finance and political strength. The many
foreign women who streamed in would bring the nation down, into assimilation.

Matrilineal Descent?

9. Arthur ). Wolak, £zra’s Radical Solution to Judean Assimilation, JBQ 40:2 (2012)
e Verifiable lineage
e Maternal influence
e Disincentive for intermarriage by men

10.Ramban to Vayikra 24:10
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When a midrash (Torat Kohanim 14:1) says, “’In the midst of the Children of Israel” - this teaches that he was mifgayer”,
this does not mean that conversion was needed. He was like all Israel, only entering the covenant with circumcision,
immersion and the acceptance of the blood when the Torah was given. (Keritot 9a) Rather, they meant to say that he
followed his mother and clung to Israel. This is the meaning of “in the midst of the Children of Israel,” that he was with
them and he did not wish to follow his father, to be Egyptian...
The French say that the reason for the conversion was that this was before the Torah was given, and the law was to
follow the male, as Yevamot 78b says, “Among the nations, follow the male.” When he was born they did not circumcise
him, for we held him to be Egyptian. But when he grew up, he converted willingly and was circumcised. And | do not
agree with this, for from the time Avraham entered the Covenant, Israel was not included among the nations. It is as
Kiddushin 18a said regarding Esav, “Perhaps an Israelite mumar is different.”

11. Talmud, Kiddushin 68b (first see Devarim 7:3-4)

713 ROR 32 1P D201 DT T2 RAT T2 PRI LI 1P ORI KT A3 - ARG 713 IR o 20"
“For he will lead your son away from Me"” — Your son from a Jewish woman [and non-Jewish man] is called “your son”,
and your son from a non-Jewish woman [and Jewish man] is not called “your son”, but “her son”.

12. Shaye Cohen, The Beginnings of Jewishness, pg. 268
Ezra’s jurisdiction extended only to the members of his people, and he could do nothing to a foreign man who had
married an Israelite woman.

10:5-6 Ezra’s display of grief
13. Yochanan ben Elyashiv Nechemiah 12:22-23




