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BEIT MIDRASH

9:1-2 A Report of Intermarriage (continued)
1. Rabbi Ezriel Hildesheimer (19t century Germany), Responsa, Vol. 1 Yoreh Deah 129
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One should also contend that for immersion like this [for conversion], where his father is Jewish, we face a greater duty
to prepare the path for him to choose this than we do for someone born of non-Jews. Even though the law is that the
child is like his mother for lineage, still, we have found that he is called “sacred progeny”. When Ezra rebuked Israel
for marrying foreign women, after saying that they had taken [foreign] women for themselves and their sons, he said,
“And they have mixed sacred progeny among the nations of the lands.”

2:3-15 Ezra's prayer to Gd
2. Hair-pulling? Devarim 14:1; Job 1:20

3. Rabbi Chaim Yosef Dovid Azulai, Chomat Anach to Ezra 9:3
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It was a temporary ruling, in his great pain and to demonstrate his great charadah over the matter.

4. Talmud, Taanit 12b-13a
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How do they do it Abbaye said: From morning until midday they examine communal affairs. From then on, for one-
quarter of the day they read the Torah and Haftorah, and from then on they ask for mercy, as in Nechemiah 9:3, “And
they stood at their post and they read the Torah of Hashem their Gd for one-quarter of the day, and for one-quarter they
admitted [guilt] and bowed before Hashem their Gd.” But should we reverse [and do that in the morning]2 Don't think
that — see Ezra 9:4-5.

5. Metzudat David to Ezra 9:5
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“I arose from my fast” — Meaning, “I arose, suffering and weak from my fast,” for he did not eat at all that day... And

to awaken the hearts he arose while suffering and wearing torn clothes, and he kneeled.

6. “l am ashamed”  Joshua 7:1

7. Rashito Ezra 9:7
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For the ten tribes had already been exiled, and many of the exiles yet remained in Babylon.

8. 9:89 Malbim'’s four gifts: Survival, Stake, Religious Growth, Material Growth

9. Metzudat David to Ezra 9:11
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Iltis a land of niddah... in their foeivot— A land that is distanced, and rendered foevah by the f#i’vv of the idol worshippers,
with the foeivot with which they filled the land.



10.9:12 The prohibition against intermarriage?

11.1bn Ezra to Ezra 9:13
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As though You refrained and spared recording some of our guilt in the record book, and You left them below, on the
ground. Like “And You will cast all of their sins into the depths of the sea”

12.Talmud, Shabbat 11a
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Any city with rooves which are higher than the synagogue will be destroyed, as it says, “To elevate the house of our
Gd and to establish its ruins.” But this is for houses; there is no prohibition for buildings designed for beauty rather than

function, or for towers.
Rav Ashi said: | did this for Mata Machsaya, so that it would not be destroyed. But it was destroyed! Yes, but not for

this sin.

10:1-4 National Response
13.10:3 Matrilineal descente

14. Four alleged factors in a switch (Arthur Wolak, JBQ 40:2 (2012))
e Determining parentage
e Parental influence
e Persian policy
e Pressure the men



