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The Question

1. Yehoshua 2:1, 2:23-24
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And Yehoshua bin Nun sent, from Shittim, two men, spies, secretly, saying: Go see the land, and Yericho... And the

two men returned, and they descended from the mountain and they crossed and came to Yehoshua bin Nun, and they

told him all that had happened to them. And they told Yehoshua, “For Gd has given the entire land into our hand; also,

all of the dwellers of the land have melted before us.”

2. Malbim to 2:1
ol slizaRisblivg ,[1&5 OR 7729 VAW IR oK 1712 a12aw] A ox 72100 MIRI% 2N 2N oV oK ,.mﬂ’bW 1N CIW AT W
7°70 OR N 00 POV 1Y T20° AWK VR 72w R"D %D MR 02 7OW SY VAW 1010 XYY 2°MIND DOWIR DY 7712 10100 X7 ° ,0aw
,2371 DO OR 19 KD L.NPIR PP IR IN0R2 PO IR IRY VI IR ARTR T2W KITW 72 9D PPOYY AW 2197 DWW TN
P MW 70,0y TNAR DI IR TAR WK MHW 9P MWD 2P PRA PIRT MY AR MRS 2090 Tw33% 127507 0K RIM
...N2XT W
There are two types of emissary. If the nation sends farim to see whether the land is good or not [meaning, fo see
whether it warrants fighting or not], then they send a leader from each tribe. They do not depend on lesser men, and
no tribe depends on another tribe's emissary. Each sends one upon whom they will depend, for he will check to see
whether the land is suited for his tribe and its business, whether farming or shepherding or trade or shipping... But not
if one sends a meragel, such that they have decided to conquer it and they send only to see the ervah of the land, from
which place they can conquer it easily. They send one or two from the nation, a military officer...

Trust: It's complicated
3. Rabbi Moshe Zvi Veksler, Rosh Yeshivat Yeshivot Bnei Akiva Bnei Brak, n%113 932K, Devarim 5774 (www.yba.org.il)
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The ability to trust others is first and foremost not dependent upon what the other does or fails to do, says or fails to say,
but in one’s own values. The ability to trust other people springs from the trait of truth in that person. When one acts
with righteousness and trustworthiness, not trying to take advantage and not doing things to fool the other, then he also
does not suspect others of acting with trickery or being afflicted with a lack of righteousness.

4. Francis Fukuyama, The Economics of Trust, National Review (August 14, 1995)
A nation’s well-being, as well as its ability to compete economically, is conditioned by a single, pervasive cultural
characteristic: the level of trust inherent in the society.

5. Francis Fukuyama, Social Capital and the Global Economy, Foreign Affairs (September/October 1995)

Virtually all economic activity, from running a laundry to building the latest-generation microprocessor, is carried out not
by individuals but by organizations that require a high degree of social cooperation. As economists argue, the ability
to form organizations depends on institutions like property rights, contracts, and a system of commercial law. But it also
depends on a prior sense of moral community, that is, an unwritten set of ethical rules or norms that serve as the basis
of social trust...

6. Francis Fukuyama, Trust: The Social Virtues and the Creation of Prosperity (1995)

But while contract and self-interest are important sources of association, the most effective organizations are based on
communities of shared ethical values. These communities do not require extensive contract and legal regulation of their
relations because prior moral consensus gives members of the group a basis for mutual trust.




7. Yirmiyahu 17:5-7
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So declares Gd: Cursed be the man who trusts in people, placing flesh as his strength, and from Gd his heart strays. ..
Blessed be the man who trusts in Gd...

8. Talmud, Yevamot 63b
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Keep the multitudes from your home and do not bring everyone into your home. Many should be those who seek your
welfare; reveal your secret to one in one thousand.

9. Rabbi Bahya lbn Paguda (11t century Spain), Chovot halevavot, Shaar haBitachon 2
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The factors which enable trust from one who trusts people are seven... And when we investigate these seven factors,

they are not found at all in people. All of them are found in the exalted Creator...

10. Talmud, Sotah 49b
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Chutzpah will increase... one’s enemies will be his household, the face of the generation will be the face of the dog,
the son will not be embarrassed before his father, and upon what can we depend? On our Father in Heaven.

11. Masechet Derech Eretz, Pirkei Ben Azzai 3:3
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All people should be as bandits in your eyes, and honour them like Rabban Gamliel.

12.Talmud, Shabbat 97a
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One who suspects the righteous will suffer bodily harm, as in Shemot 4:1, “They will not believe me,” when it was
revealed before Gd that Israel would believe. Gd told him: They are believers, children of believers, and in the end you
will not believe! They are believers, as in Shemot 4:31, “And the nation believed.” They are children of believers, as in
Bereishit 15:6, “And he believed Gd.” In the end you will not believe, as in, Bamidbar 20:12, “Because you did not
believe Me.” How do we know he was harmed? Shemot 4:6, “And Gd said to him: Put your hand inside again.”

13. Talmud, Berachot 31b
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“And Eli responded, saying, ‘Go to peace.”” Rabbi Elazar said: We see from here that one who suspects another of

something which isn’t in him must appease him. Further, he must bless him, as in, “And may the Gd of Israel grant your

request.”

14.Rambam (12 century Egypt), Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Sanhedrin 20:5
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If two come before you, one kosher and one wicked, do not say, “Since he is wicked, and known to lie, and the other
one is known not to speak falsely, | will tilt the verdict against the wicked one.”

15. Rabbi Yosef Babad (19" century Galicia and Poland), Minchat Chinuch 81
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The Torah warns not to assume the wicked one is a liar during judgment; both are the same. Logically, one could have
assumed he would lie, but the Torah warns against this.



Why trust?
16. Rabbi Judah Loeb [Maharal] (16 century Prague), Netivot Olam, Netiv haEmunah 1
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Mishlei 20:6 says [in Maharal’s read], “There are many people who are known for their chesed, but who can find a
man of trust?” King Solomon said that there are many people of whom each one is called a person of chesed... but
who can find a man of truste Whether regarding trust in Gd in which he must believe with complete belief, or regarding
trust in that he must be trustworthy in all of his affairs and conduct, who can find this2

17.Rabbi Shlomo Vilk, Rosh Yeshivat Machanaim, Efrat, 150wt 328 9nR @195m7 Shevat 5777 (www.sederyom.co.i)
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We discovered that trusting people, and simple (not simplistic) thought, without fear or harshness, produces people who
are heaven-revering and Gd-serving. In Tel Aviv, tefillin appear unusual and anachronistic. Specifically there, in the
East, tefillin appear entirely natural...

18. Rabbi Shabtai Sabato, Rosh Yeshivat Mitzpeh Yericho, @¥n n131% Lech Lecha 5773 (www kiryatmoshe.co.il)
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Why did Moshe Rabbeinu choose the description “Gd of emunah” and not “Gd who is neeman”? We see that the word
emunah includes more — not only trustworthiness, but also trusting.



