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One last introductory note
1. Prof. Yehuda Elitzur, Daat Mikra edition of Shoftim, pg. Y@
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The essential message which the book of Shoftim seeks to repeat/sharpen for all who enter this world is that there is a
Director of this building, and nothing happens without Gd. When Israel are given into the hand of the enemy, it is
because they have done that which is evil in Gd's eyes, and when they are rescued from their raiders and foes it is
because Gd has tired of the struggles of Israel for they have cried out to Him. The rescuers of Israel are varied, even
though all of them are called “Shoftim”. The common denominator for all of them is that Gd established them, and His
spirit was upon them...

13:1-5 First Sighting

2. Midrash, Bamidbar Rabbah 10:5
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The wicked precede their names — “Naval was his name” “Goliath was his name” “Sheva ben Bichri was his name”.

But with the righteous, their name precedes them, “And his name was Elkanah” “And his name was Yishai” “And his

name was Boaz” “And his name was Mordechai” “And his name was Manoach” - like their Creator, “And His Name

is Gd.”

3. Midrash, Pesikta d’'Rav Kahana 20:1
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There are seven akarot: Sarah, Rivkah, Rachel, Leah, Manoach’s wife, Chanah and Zion.

4. Radak to Shoftim 13:17
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Manoach did not know it was a spiritual being, until it ascended.

5. Rambam, Moreh Nevuchim 2:42

T2YW IR WMVAY WK NATT AT 0D ,0°R21 INWRY T KDY ,IR2I PR DO NI YIN LLIRWIY 3 9V PRI KO2N PNIOTY 700
JATPRY WORD MNP0 IAR IV R, TAN Q27007 71007 WK 21 N2 NATO RIT,oNYTa

From what | have mentioned you may draw proof for that which remains... Know that Hagar the Egyptian was not a

prophet, and Manoach and his wife were not prophets, for the speech they heard, or which arose in their minds, was

like the bat kol the Sages always mention, a thing which visits a person who is unprepared [for prophecy].

6. Ralbag to Shoftim 13:16
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This malach who spoke with Manoach and his wife must have been a prophet, for it is not the way of prophecy to come

to two people together like this as mentioned here. | think that this prophet was Pinchas...

7. Talmud, Sotah 9b
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What is the meaning of “anything fame/’2 Further, did she eat fame/ [non-kosher] things until now? Rabbi Yitzchak of
the yeshiva of Rabbi Ami said: That which a nazir may not eat.



8. Radak to Shemuel | 1:11
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“And she vowed” — | am shocked; how could her vow bind her son to be a nazire Further, he was not yet born, and
how could the vow bind him2 And even if he were alive, Nazir 4:6 states, “A man can vow for his child to be a nazir,
but a woman cannot vow for her child to be a nazir”, and even regarding the man the sages could not explain why this
works; they just said it is a halachic tradition regarding nazid And if you will say that Elkanah made the vow after he
heard from his wife, we have not seen such a thing, and how could the verse not tell of the essential vow, while recording
that Chanah took a non-binding vow?! This is unlikely. And | am more shocked that our sages did not speak of this, for
| have not found anything about this in their words, not in midrash and not in Talmud.

9. Mishnah Nazir 1:2 (4aq)
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“I am like Shimshon” “Like the son of Manoach” “Like the husband of Delilah” “Like the one who uprooted the doors of
Aza” “Like the ones whose eyes were pierced by the Plishtim” this is a Nezir Shimshon. What is the difference between
an eternal nazir and a Nezir Shimshon? For an eternal nazir, if his hair becomes burdensome he may ease it with a
razor and he brings three animals, and if he becomes famei then he brings a korban for fumah. For a Nezir Shimshon,
if his hair becomes burdensome he may not ease it, and if he becomes fame/then he does not bring a korban for fumah.

10. Talmud, Nazir 4b
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He does not bring a korban [for tumah], but he is a nazir— who authored this mishnah? Neither Rabbi Yehudah nor
Rabbi Shimon, for we have learned, “Rabbi Yehudah says: A Nezir Shimshon may become famei from the dead, as
we find that Shimshon became famei. Rabbi Shimon says: One who says, Nezir Shimshon has said nothing, for we do
not find that Shimshon ever stated that he would be a nazir.” So who could be the author? If it is Rabbi Yehudah, he
said that this nazir may even choose to become famei, while our mishnah said “If he becomes fame/’! And if it is Rabbi
Shimon, he said that the nezirutis not binding on him at alll It is Rabbi Yehudah; the text said “If he becomes fame/”
regarding the eternal nazir, and so it used the same language for the Nezir Shimshon. ..
But was Shimshon not a nazir? It says, “The youth will be a nazir of Gd from the womb”! The malach said that.
And how do we know he became fame/ from the dead? If it's from “I struck one thousand men with a donkey’s jawbone,”
perhaps he threw it at them, without touching them! Rather, from “And he struck thirty of them, and he took their gear.”
But perhaps he removed their gear first and only then killed them? It is written, “And he struck... and he took.” But
perhaps he only made them goses? Rather, it is a tradition.

11.Bamidbar 6:8, Amos 2:11
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12. Ralbag to Shoftim 13:3
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13. Prof. Yechezkel Kaufmann, Sefer Shoftim, pg. 243
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