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12:8-15 The Mini-Shoftim (continued)
1. Rabbi Amichai Shoham, @s1up;r @2swps (emphasis in the original)
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Per Yaira Amit, the small shoftim do fit into the model of the book. The book includes seven cycles of sin-punishment-
rescue, and the small shoftim mark the periods of quiet after the rescue. So, for example, one may see Avimelech'’s
period as a punishment for Israel, Tola ben Puah rescued Israel, and then began a period of 45 years of quiet...
This explanation exposes another message of the book. Even after the double collapse of the monarchy of Gidon and
Avimelech, there is great significance to continuity of authority. Continuity of authority prevents devolution of the nation
into sin, and only an interruption of this continuity brings about the sins of the nation of Israel (before the days of Yiftach
and before the days of Shimshon). If so, the Jews who sought a monarchy were right — for continuity of authority prevents
devolution of the nation info a situation where each Israelite does what is right in his eyes.
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And how many women birthed these 60 children — and why did he give his sons only one wife?

3. Talmud, Bava Batra 91a
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Rabbah bar Rav Huna cited Rav: Ivtzan is Boaz. What does this teach us? Like another lesson of Rabbah bar Rav Hung,
who said citing Rav: Boaz made 120 feasts for his children, as Shoftim 12:9 says... For each child he made two feasts,
one in his father’s house and one in his father-in-law’s house. At each feast he did not invite Manoach; he said, “With
what will this childless mule pay me back2” We learned: All of them died in his lifetime. It is as people say: If you birthed
sixty in your lifetime, what are the sixty for you? Go have another child, who is more energetic than sixty.”

4. Ralbag to Shoftim 12:8
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And because it appears from his story that Boaz was a judge in Israel and he was from Beit Lechem, and no other

shofeitbesides Ivtzan was from Beit Lechem, our Sages said that Ivizan is Boaz. This is correct.

5. Rashi to Divrei haYamim [ 2:11
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Ivtzan - av for all of the tznunim [father for all those who cooled themselves]

6. Dr. Yael Ziegler, The Days of the Judging of the Judges, http://etzion.org.il/en/days-judging-judges

If Boaz is indeed Ivtzan, then we learn two important things about Boaz. First, we know that he has sixty children; in
other words, he does not need to marry Ruth for his own continuity. While in the book of Ruth, we have no information
regarding Boaz's family, the identification of Boaz with Ivizan suggests that Boaz's intention in marrying Ruth is
completely selfless from the perspective of desiring progeny. This is very important to support my assertion that Boaz
parallels Ruth, whose selfless behavior is the hallmark of the narrative.



Second, this identification with Ivtzan indicates that Boaz is not averse to external marriages, that he is not xenophobic,
and that he would presumably be able to allow for a qualified foreigner to become part of his family. Boaz's identity
as Ivtzan prepares us for his willingness to marry Ruth later in the story, despite the goel’s reservations (Ruth 4:6).
This midrash launches our hope and expectation that Boaz will be the heroic solution to the problem of finding a husband
for Ruth the Moavite.

7. Midrash, Vayikra Rabbah 34:8
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The Torah taught you proper conduct; when one performs a mitzvah, he should do it with a joyful heart. Had Reuven

known that Gd would write of him, “And Reuven heard, and he saved him from their hand,” he would have carried

[Yosef] and brought him to his father. And had Boaz known that Gd would write of him, “And he gave her parched

grain,” he would have fed her fat calves.

8. Rashi to Divrei haYamim | 2:11
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“And Salma produced Boaz” — Our sages said that Ivtzan is Boaz, but this is shocking. How could it be? Nachshon
died in the second year after the departure from Egypt, and Salmon his son was already dead, and he was of those
who entered the land, and his son Boaz, Ivtzan, was born upon entering into the land. From the departure from Egypt
until Yiftach was a period of 300 years... How did Boaz produce a child at the age of 3002 One could say that this is
why Ruth 4 says, “And Gd gave her pregnancy,” like “And Gd showed [Moshe the land]” in Devarim 34.

9. Her kindness Ruth 3:10
Introduction to Shimshon

10. Outline of Perakim 13-16
e Chapter 13 - The instruction of Hatzlelponit regarding Shimshon

e Chapters 14-15 - Shimshon and the woman from Timnat
o 14:1-9 - Courting the woman
o 14:10-19 - The ill-fated party
o 14:20-15:8 - Punishment with 300 foxes
o 15:9-20 - Jewish betrayal, and recovery
e 16:1-3 - Shimshon and the zonah
e 16:4-20 - Shimshon and Delilah

e 16:21-31 - Shimshon's End
11. Identity of the Plishtim Successful invaders

12. Bereishit 21:32; Shemot 13:17; Shemot 23:31; Shemuel | 6:18
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13. Vayikra 22:2
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Speak to Aharon and his sons, and they will separate from the consecrated items of the Children of Israel...



