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Chapter 8
8:1-14 List of those who came with Ezra
8:15-20 Populating the Beit haMikdash
8:21-23 Ezra’s prayer
8:24-30 Assigning the gifts
8:31-36 The journey and its tasks
8:1-14 Those who came with Ezra

1. Rabbi Hayyim Angel, The Literary Significance of the Name Lists in Ezra-Nehemiah, JBQ July 2007

Turning to the next outstanding figure in Ezra-Nechemiah, we are introduced to Ezra with a pedigree tracing him back
to Aaron (7:1-5), and a document from Artaxerxes according him substantial authority (7:11-26). Given this remarkable
introduction, the reader expects Ezra to dominate the narrative, both as a priest and as a sage. Yet, the opposite proves
to be the case. The first half of Ezra 8 provides a list of those who returned to Israel along with Ezra. At the conclusion
of this roster, Ezra got others involved in bringing the Levites to Israel (8:16-20). This sets the tone for Ezra's transferring
most of his authority to the people.

2. Talmud, Taanit 28a
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“The sons of Pachat Moav of Judah” are the sons of David of Judah, per Rabbi Meir. Rabbi Yosi said: These are the
sons of Yoav son of Tzeruyah.

8:15-20 Populating the Beit haMikdash

3. Talmud, Eruvin 65a
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Rabbi Elazar said: One who comes from the road should not pray for three days, as per Ezra 8:15.

4. Rashi to Kiddushin 69b
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And Ezra did not find any who were suitable for service, but only those who had cut off their thumbs with their teeth,
saying, “How could we sing the song of Gd, etc.” in Tehillim 137. Nevuchadnezzar said to them, “Sing to us from the
song of Zion,” and they stood and bit off their thumbs and said to him, “How could we sing the song of Gd on foreign
land” — not “We will not sing” but “How could we sing” — we have no way to play the strings of our instruments. Some
of those ascended, but he did not find any who were suited to play, because they lived in Babylon in tranquility, while
those who came to Jerusalem suffered and strained with work and in fear of their surroundings.

5. Intimidated? Yechezkel 44:9-14

6. Talmud, Yevamot 86b
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Why did they punish the leviyim with the tithe? Rabbi Yonatan and the elders debated; one said it was because they
did not ascend in Ezra’s group, and one said it was so that the kohanim could use the tithe while impure.

| understand the view that they did not ascend, and so they were punished, but within the view that it was for the
kohanim to use while impure, why punish the leviyim for the sake of the kohanim? Rather: All agree that the punishment
was for failing to ascend in Ezra’s group, and this is the debate: One said the fine went to the needy; the other said the
kohanim qualify as needy when they are impure.

7. Two sources (Tosafot) Nechemiah 10:39; Malachi 3:10

8:21-23 Ezra's prayer
8. Rashito Ezra 8:22
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For we had already told King Darius that Gd benefits those who seek Him, and pours out His wrath upon those who
leave Him.

9. Mishnah Berachot 5:5 (34b)
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They said of Rabbi Chanina ben Dosa that he would pray for the sick and then say, “This one will live,” “This one will

die.” They asked him: How do you know? He replied: If my prayer flows in my mouth, | know it has been accepted. If

not, | know it is torn up.

8:24-30 Assigning the gifts
10.  Double measuring Yirmiyahu 32:9-10

11. Malbim to Ezra 8:28
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You are obligated to guard them, as it is written, “And you shall guard the sacred preserve.”

12. Talmud Yerushalmi, Berachot 8:5
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Just as with the vessels, one who uses them is guilty of trespass, so one who uses a kohen is guilty of trespass.



