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11:29-31 The infamous vow (continued)
1. Talmud, Taanit 4a
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Three asked inappropriately... Yiftach of Gilead, as in, “And the one who emerges from the doors of my home, etc.”
Could this even include a non-kosher creature2! And he was answered inappropriately — his daughter happened before
him. This is what the prophet meant in saying to Israel (Jeremiah 8:22), “Is there no balm in Gilad, is there no doctor
there2” And it is written (ibid. 19:5, re: sacrifices), “Which | never commanded, and | never said, and never entered
my heart” — “which | never commanded” is the son of Mesha, King of Moav, as Kings Il 3:27 says, “And he took his
firstborn son, who would reign in his place, and he brought him up as a burnt offering.” “And | never said” is Yiftach.
“And never entered my heart” is Yitzchak son of Avraham.

2. Radak to Shoftim 11:31
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The view of our sages on this is known. And my father z”I explained “And | will bring it up” with the letter vav as “or”.

He explained, “And it will be sacred for Gd if it is not suitable to be a burnt offering, or | will bring it up as a burnt

offering if it is suited to be a burnt offering.”... So it appears from the simple read of the verses; as far as the words of

the sages, if this is their tradition then we must accept it.

3. Ralbag to Shoftim 11:31
T70¥° XD 797 770 oK) .70 0"'wn NTAVY TR I TR T DINRT N 000 XY L0200 DY {072 7 1002 N TR RY1T 73
257 AWK 097 OX 23AKR ...0M92) 217702 RYNIW 1D LD AT N2 o'W NTIAYY TR 7770 020 0D iz liaR7aRbET R
L IRWIT DOWIT VOWAI 77V AT DY TAVN KaR 0w NTIAYY NI 5N RY HY2A 39 797 ORW WORN WD 1IN
That which would emerge from the door of his home would necessarily be a living being. If it would be human, it would
be for Gd, and it would be designated only for the service of Gd. If it would be male then it would not need to separate
from women, for it could be dedicated to the service of Gd without that, as we find with Kohanim and Levites... But if it
would be a woman then she would need to separate from men, for if she were married then she could not be dedicated
to service of Gd, as she would also need to serve her husband, as married women do...

4. Ramban to Vayikra 27:29
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And be not fooled by the emptiness of Rabbi Avraham, who said that “And | will bring it as a burnt offering” is “Or |
will bring it as a burnt offering,” to say that if the one which emerges from the doors of my home is a man or woman,
it will be sacred to Gd, separated from the ways of the world to serve in the Name of Gd in prayer and thanks to Gd,
and if it is suitable for sacrifice | will bring it up as a burnt offering, and he made for his daughter a home outside the
city, where she was alone and he supported her, and no man knew her, and his daughter was ‘bound’. This is mere
wind! Had he vowed for her to be for Gd, she would not be separated; she would be like Samuel, whose mother said,
“And | will give him to Gd” and he served in Gd's house, he was not separated! And per the laws of the Torah, one
cannot vow that those who leave the door of his house will be separated, just as one cannot bring them as a burnt
offeringl... And Gd forbid to have a law in Israel to wail for the daughter of Yiftach for four days each year because
she did not marry and she served Gd in purity! Rather, it is as its simple meaning; [Yiftach’s] error was as | said.



5. Abarbanel to Shoftim 11:40
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The midrashim explained that Yiftach made his daughter a burnt offering, and it was an error, and that his daughter

also erred in thinking that this was the law. But what | have written according to the simple meaning is the correct

approach, reconciled with the simple meaning of the text.

11:32-40 The vow fulfilled

6. Ralbag to Shoftim 16, Lesson 7
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The questioner should ask: How could Yiftach not ask about his vow?2 Pinchas was alive, and he knew the Torah entirely!

Perhaps we could say that Yiftach did not know vows could be repealed, and the men in his circle also did not know,

for all of them were immersed in the laws of those nations and they had left the Torah long ago. And the sage cannot

repeal the vow unless the person who vows asks for repeal, as he regrets the vow.

7. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 60:3
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8. Ramban to Vayikra 27:29
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9. Metzudat David to Shoftim 11:36
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10. Malbim to Shoftim 11:35-36
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11. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 60:3
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12.Radak to Shoftim 11:39-40
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13. Abarbanel to Shoftim 11:37
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