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THESE ARE THE THINGS OF THE PAST:
JEWISH HISTORY MYTHS




WAS AN APP







M N’ XN - Y PITHD Oon
PN PYURIN DIR DORY IR NN
N9 NANY D27 TV PRV D 1D
NON MR DTN D P XROXR DIRD
NAN  RYOIDD VIV PDIPDN PRY DD
YNNI 229 PT DYV DYV TY NN
Y2 YoPOPY 9272V N NIRD INOIN
N2Y Y9 () DYUXRI) MNIY NP

NIND

N IDYT RAX 29 - IV N2 MYROA
R O DPVRIA) DN N NN
N DX /M YN 20 D DYRD
M990 DONY NYY IR HNDOR - OIRD

NINN NONR RN NN PR



DID EVE EAT GRAPES 7

Other Rabbls Say Her “ Apple’ Was
Wheat, a Citron, or a Fig.

To the Editor of The New York Times:
In regard to the problem of '* Eve's Ap-

TEB NEW YORK TIMES, permit me to say
that the word ‘‘apple’” does not exist in
rabbinical literawure. The question has
bean debated among the great rabbls of
the Talmud, and, believing that some of
)these discussions will be Interesting, I
make the following citations:
- Rabbi Wier said the ‘' fruit ' could not
| have been any other than wheat, because
it 1s the only nourishment which causes
iour knowledge. No child speaks before
-he knows the taste of such nourishment,
“and the ** fruit tree ' of which Adam and
| Eve had eaten is named in the Bible the
~**tree of knowledge.”
+ Rabbl Samuel opposed him by asking:
| **Is it possible? Do we not read ‘'fruit
,tree *? "
' Rabbl Zeira replied that at the time
| wheat grew on trees like the ‘' cedar of
 Lebanon,” and that after the sin they
were cursed ag follows:

‘“In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat
.thy bread.”

ple,”” which is being so earnestly argued fn

Rabbi Jehuda said: * It was no other

fruit than grapes, for it is written in the

Bible, (Deut., xxxii.,, 32:) ‘ Their grapes
are grapes of gall. They have 'bitter
clusters.” These clusters brought bittor-
ness to the world.”

Another rabbi observed: * It surely
must have been a vine, because it only

Ebrings; a curse upon mankind.”

Rabbl Aba said: ** It was the fruit of an

;ethrog. [a kind of citron.] 1Is it not writ-
'ten in the Bible, ‘The tree was good for

food’'? And this {s the only ° trese ' which
can be eaten, as well as i{ts fruit.”
Rabbi Jose sald it must have basn the

fig tree and that through the tree Adam

and Eve were cursed, and also ocorrected
Yet the great Rabbi Jehuda exclaimed:
“ Why waste time in such discussions?
Know you not that the merciful God re-
frains from naming this tree with a noble
intention of preserving the honor of one
of his creations, so that it should not be
blamed by us as the cause of man curse?”
LIZZIE KONOVITZ
Brooklyn, Jen. 18, 1807.

Ehe New HJork Eimes
Published: January 21, 1907
Copyright © The New York Times




WAS THE FORBIDDEN FRUIT IN GAN EDEN AN APPLE?
By: Mitchell First

A few explanations for the idenftification of the fruit as an apple
have been suggested. One suggestion is that the apple was
chosen because of a medieval belief in s romantic or
aphrodisiacal qualifies.

Another suggestion is that the apple was chosen because the
words for “apple” and “evil” are identical in Latin. The word for
both is "malum.” (This is just coincidence. The two words have @
different origin and are pronounced slightly differently.) Adam
and Eve's eating of the apple represents “original sin,” so
“malum” would seem to be an appropriate choice for the fruit
Involved...



WAS THE FORBIDDEN FRUIT IN GAN EDEN AN APPLE?
By: Mitchell First

Many have suggested that the Christian interpretation of the
forbidden fruit as an apple was influenced by a story found In
Greek mythology. In this story, a golden apple inscribed “for the
most beautiful one” was thrown toward three Greek
goddesses...it was purposely thrown to cause a quarrel among
the recipient goddesses, as Eris knew they would argue about
who was the appropriate recipient...This quarrel set off a chain of
events that led to a most tragic war in Greek history: The Trojan
Warl Many Christians would have known this Greek story. Since
the troublesome fruit was an apple there, this may have led to the
identification of the troublesome fruit in Gan Eden as an apple as
well.
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“Many scholars have argued in favor of
the common apple, Malus pumila. But

most botanists agree t
native to the Holy Lanc

nat It IS not
. It was only

comparatively recently t

nat the "poor

wild fruits of the common apple have
been so improved by selection and
cultivation as to bring them to a form
which would fit the description in the

Biblical quotations.”



6 cups peeled,
cored and
grated Granny
Smith apples.

1 cup roughly
chopped
walnuts.

1 cup golden
raisins.

1/2 cup honey.
1 feaspoon
cinnamon.

1/4 cup kosher
for Passover
sweet red wine.
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THE CHOICE OF NAMES FOR
THEIR SONS
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Girls
Emma
Olivia
Sophia

Isabella

Find the

/ for your

® NEW! Name Suggestion Generator

William Ava
Ethan Mia
Michael Emily
Alexander Abigail
James Madison
Daniel Charlotte

@ Search by popularity, meaning,
gender, trends and more

® Save, Share & Rank names
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AY HAVE
NAMED THEIR SONS WITH
SIMILAR INTENTIONS AS WELL
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long colorful coat. Kethoneth passim in Hebrew. It was a royal garment;
loc.). The word passim can be translated as “colorful” (Radak: §
Bachya; Ramban on Exodus 28:2), striped (Ibn Janach; Radak,
Yonathan), It can also denote a long garment, coming down to the
Ezra; Baaley Tosafoth; Bereshith Rabbah 84), and the feet (Lepqch To
material out of which the coat was made, which was fine wool

neth passim, may be translated as “a full-sleeved robe," **

4 coat of many colors. "
' ‘ ‘ ors
feet,”” ““an ornamented tunic,” “a silk robe,” or “a fine woolen cloak,”

2 Samuel 13:18 (cf. Ralbag od
eptuagint), embroidered (Ibn Ezra;
Sherashim), or with pictures (Targum
palms of the hands (Rashbam; Ibn
v). Alternatively, the word denotes the

(Rashi) or silk (Ibn Janach). Hence, #etho-

“a coat reaching to his
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YAAKOV GAVE YOSEF WAS
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FIRST SPOKE TO PHARAOH
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The Contents of the WX, Ark

ashi to this verse tells us that

“the Testimony” is “the Torah.”

From his comments elsewhere
(31:7, 40:20) it is clear that he is
referring to the Two Tablets (mm?)
into which the Ten Commandments
were engraved.

The Talmud (Bava Basra 14a-b)

teaches that the broken pieces of the
first Tablets were placed in the Ark as

well, beneath the second Tablets (Rashi
14b, »aw n").

Rashi (Numbers 10:33; see also
Deuteronomy 10:1) follows the opinion
of R’ Yehudah ben Lakish (Yerushalmi
Shekalim 6:1) that the broken Tablets
were initially kept in a different Ark,
one built by Moses before the Ark of
the Mishkan was built by Bezalel.

The Ark built by Moses — which

When the Ark was
built, the Tablets were
put inside.
We have refrained
from showing the
writing on the Tablets,
which was miraculous
. (see Avos 5:9;
¢ Shabbos 104a).




belore Moses
Cutaway view of
the contents of the Ark

according to R’ Meir This Ark always remained in the

I

6 tefachim

3 tefachim

| Gcfachim

Cutaway view of
the contents of the Ark
according to R’ Yehudah

6 tefachim
Y tefach =

3 tefachim
Silver pole :
(the second pole !
was behind the
Tablets)

e

the Jews’ 40 years in the Wilderness).

R’ Meir maintains that the Tora
scroll written by Moses was placed
inside, while two silver pol
made by King Solomon wsg
placed alongside the Ark,
beneath its staves.

R’ Yehudah maintains

that the silver poles were
placed inside the Ark, whil
the Torah scroll was placed o

\

;.? a ledge on the outside of the

g Ark (Bava Basra 14b).

N— Yz tefach

The Torah scroll
that Moses wrote
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“The simple and true reason why Jews see the image of the
tablets as semi-circular on top is because when they used to give
a sefer for printing, they mostly gave it to a non-Jew, and
because of [a/the] royal decree it also had to ago through a
censor and mostly it was a non-Jewish censor - so they (the non-
Jewish printers and censors) would put on the cover or in
another available space at the beginning of the book an image of
the tablets in the way that it appears to them, that is, that the
tablets are semicircular on top, in the manner that non-Jews
render the image of the tablets.

And when the sefer got to the Jews they didn't look and weren't
strict regarding what was located on the cover nor what it said in
the rabbinical recommendations [ - [nInJonrather they learned
what was written inside; therefore, they didn't pay attention to
the fact that the tablets were semicircular on top.

And so it went from generation to generation, and it became a
normal thing that in Jewish books you see images of the tablets
being semicircular on top.”
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RASHI RAV SHLOMO RASHI'S 4 DAUGHTERS:

YITZCHAKI Z"L
1040-1106, FRANCE » Yocheved, married Rav Meir ben
' 4

A Shmuel. They had 4 sons:
i‘? o Yitzchak (Rivam)
JE o Shmuel (Rashbam)
' o Shlomo (the grammarian)
o Yaakov (Rabbeinu Tam)
e Miriam, married Yehuda ben
Natan (Rivan)

e Rachel
° 7

-



Sources that claim that Rashi's daughters wore tefillin:
« Life on the Frnges: A Feminist Journey Toward
Traditional Rabbinic Ordination, Dr. Haviva Ner-David
(Boston, 2000)
« Journal of Jewish Music and Liturgy (Leon Katz,
"Halakhic Aspects of Bar-Mitzvah and Bat- Mitzvah,” vol. 9
(1986-7):. 27)

"Regarding Rashi’s daughters, one can argue that absence
of evidence is not evidence of absence. However because
the notfion of Rashi's daughters wearing tefillin appears only In
late twentieth-century writings, and does not seem to appear
anywhere before that, this would indicate that it is, In fact, @
myth.” — Rabbi Dr. Ari Zivotofsky



“There is no proof for the popular legend that
Rashi's daughters wore tefillin. However, it IS
iInferesting to speculate on why this association
arose; it probably has to do with the fact that
Rashi's daughters were known 1o be excepftional
INn that they were educated.”

- Dr. Aliza Berger , "Wrapped Aftenfion: May
Women Wear Teftllline” in Jewish Legal Writings
by Women, edited by Micah D. Halpern and
Chana Safrai (Jerusalem, 1998)
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