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6:19-22 Pesach is celebrated (continued)

1. Herodotus, The Histories, Book 1 Chapter 178

When Cyrus had made all the mainland submit to him, he attacked the Assyrians. In Assyria there are many other great
cities, but the most famous and the strongest was Babylon, where the royal dwelling had been established after the
destruction of Ninus.

What happened to the leaders?
2. Yaakov Liver, Encyclopedia Mikrait 2:940
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Regarding Zerubavel’s fate, numerous contradictory hypotheses have been offered:
1) He led a movement to revolt and renew the Davidic line, joining a regional revolt in 519-518 BC, and was killed;
2) He took advantage of temporary Persian weakness to build the wall of Jerusalem and organize a military, and
Tatnai removed him;
3) He was loyal, but the Persians removed him for fear of revolt and an attempt to restore Davidic monarchy;
4) He completed the construction of the Beit haMikdash as foretold by Zecharyah, and then returned to Babylon;
5) He lived out his life as pecha.

Introduction to Chapter 7

3. Talmud, Erchin 13a
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Rav Ashi said: The six years until Ezra ascended and sanctified [the land] are not included in the calculation, as Ezra

4:24 says, “Then the work of the house of our Gd in Jerusalem was halted [until the second year of Darius]”, and Ezra

6:15 says, “And this house was halted until 3 Adar of the sixth year of the reign of King Darius,” and we have learned,

“At that time, in the following year, Ezra and his exiles ascended” as Ezra 7:8 says, “And he came to Jerusalem in the

fifth month, in the king’s seventh year.”

4. Baruch ben Neriah Jeremiah 32:8-15; Jeremiah 36; Jeremiah 43:2-3

5. Jerusalem Talmud, Sanhedrin 1:2
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When they cannot add in Israel, they add outside Israel. Jeremiah added outside Israel. Ezekiel added outside Israel.

Baruch ben Neriah added outside Israel. Chananiah, nephew of Rabbi Yehoshua added outside Israel. ..

6. Talmud, Megilah 15a
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Rav Nachman said: Malachi was Mordechai; he was called Malachi because he was an assistant to the king [melech].
But we learned, "Baruch ben Neriah, Sarayah ben Maasiah, Daniel, Mordechai Bilshan and Chaggai, Zecharyah and
Malachi all prophesied in Darius's second year!" This is a rebuttal.

Rabbi Yehoshua ben Karchah said: Malachi was Ezra. And the Sages said his name was Malachi.

Rav Nachman said: Logic is with the view that Malachi was Ezra, for Malachi 2:11 records, "Judea was traitorous and
a repelling thing was done in Israel and Jerusalem, for Judea has desecrated the Gd he loved, living with the daughter
of a foreign god." Who separated foreign women? Ezra, as seen in Ezra 10:2.

7. Talmud, Megilah 16b
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Torah study is greater than building the Temple, for as long as Baruch ben Neriah lived, Ezra did not leave him and
ascend.

8. Midrash, Shir haShirim Rabbah 5:1
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Ezra and his group did not ascend then. Why did Ezra not ascend then2 He needed to clarify his learning before Baruch

ben Neriah. Let Baruch ben Neriah ascend? They said Baruch ben Neriah was a great and aged man; he could not

even be carried on a galactica.

9. Talmud, Sanhedrin 21b
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At first the Torah was given to Israel in Hebrew text and the sacred tongue. Then it was given to them in Ezra’s time in

the Assyrian text and Aramaic. Israel selected the Assyrian text and the sacred tongue...

10. Talmud Yerushalmi Taanit 4:2

7" [19 3% 0°727] 2200 22w "0TP POR YA 2100 NN TR LK D0 CVILIT DD P1WN D0 TV INYD D00 wHY
IR WO 20w 1R, " DTR PR

They found three Torah Scrolls in the Azarah... In one of them it said 1737 and in the other two it said 717, so they

maintained the two and annulled the one.

11. Talmud, Succah 20a
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At first, when Torah was forgotten from Israel, Ezra ascended from Babylon and established it. It was forgotten again,
and Hillel the Babylonian ascended and established it...

12. Talmud, Megilah 31b
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Ezra enacted for Israel to read the curses of Vayikra before Shavuot, and those of Devarim before Rosh haShanah.

Why?2 Abbaye, or Reish Lakish, said: So that the year and its curses should end...

13. Talmud, Bava Kama 82a
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Ezra made ten enactments: To read at minchah on Shabbat, and to read on Monday and Thursday, and to judge on
Monday and Thursday, and to launder on Thursday... and to read on Shabbat afternoon because of stall-owners [who
would not be present to read during the week]. But did Ezra enact to read on Monday and Thursday?... At first it was
one person reading three verses, or three people reading three verses, parallel to the kohanim, leviyim and yisraelim.
Then Ezra enacted that three people should read ten verses. ..



