Shoftim 35: 11:1-11 Let's Get Yiftach!
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The Making of an Outcast

1. Rabbi Chaim Yosef Dovid Azulai, Chomat Anach to Shoftim 11:1
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One could say that Yiftach was a mighty person, and yet he lowered himself and did not engage in strife or confusion,
and the moment was lost and he fled from his brothers. Had he gone to a city in Israel, he would have needed to ascend
for the pilgrimage and to eat maaser sheni in Jerusalem, and he was concerned that in ascending he would come to
quarrel and dispute the elders of the city and his brothers. Therefore, he fled outside Israel, where he would not be
obligated to ascend for the pilgrimage, as per Tosafot Pesachim (3b), and where he would be exempt from tithing. See
how he was energetic and rewarded, and he fled strife.

2. Radak to Shoftim 11:1
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He was the son of Gilad's concubine, who was called zonah because she lacked a ketubah and kiddushin with her
‘husband’, so that she was like a zonah even though she was monogamous;
And Yonatan rendered it as he did with “Rachav the zonah”, an innkeeper; Or this is its own matter, for a zonah is like
an innkeeper, making herself available;
And in the fargum of an added portion, “This was the practice in ancient Israel, that a portion would not go from tribe
to tribe, and so a man could not marry a woman from another tribe. When a woman loved a man who was not from
her tribe, she left her family without inheritance, and people called her ‘innkeeper’ for she loved a man who was not of
her tribe. And so happened with Yiftach’s mother.” It appears that the metargem needed all this because it said, “You
will not inherit in our father’s house, for you are the son of another woman.”...

3. Tov Samuel Il 10:6-8

4. Radak to Shoftim 11:3
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The name of the master of the land was “Tov”.

5. Abarbanel to Shoftim 11:3
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In a good, spacious land. Because it was good and satisfying land, empty men, without money or profit, gathered to
Yiftach.

6. Empties
e Shoftim 9:4; Samuel | 22:2; Chronicles Il 13:7
e Empty of character? Proverbs 12:11, 28:19; Samuel Il 6:20

7. Ralbag to Shoftim 11:3
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And it appears that Yiftach was their leader, and they continually went to war, from which they extracted their food.



11:4-11 Turning to the Outcast
8. Ralbag to Shoftim 16, Lesson 2
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The second lesson is to inform that it is inappropriate to pursue the weak because they lack support at the gate. You see
what happened to the elders of Gilad...

9. Malbim to Shoftim 11:6
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The katzin stands at the edge of the camp because of his importance and status, a function of strength, wealth or wisdom,
even though he is neither head nor ruler...

10. Midrash, Bamidbar Rabbah 26:3
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For he wanted to guide Yehoshua in war, since he would bring Israel into the land.

11.Ralbag to Shoftim 11:5
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And because it was already clear to the elders of Gilad that Yiftach was militarily successful, they came to him and told
him he would be katzin for them, if he would fight for them against Amon...

12. Abarbanel to Shoftim 11:9

WRI? 07 AR DROINR ORYY 1y °1a v DMORY 02MKR2 STA MR WY WR DY 1PN DR DWW OnR WK A7 71297 0
20N DNIX PWIR WK OV 5Y WAR XY TR *3 0977 DY WRIY 029 7K 2N 0772 aMK T 3N OX %3 21X "Ny NnKa

How are you honouring me, and how are you remedying what my brothers did to me, by saying that | will fight Amon

and that if | destroy them then | will be your leader? Truly, | know that if Gd puts them into my hand then | will be your

leader against your willl How could | not rule over the nation | save from their enemies?

13. Abarbanel to Shoftim 11:10
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Meaning, he could decree as he wishes, and they would willingly accept it. And because of this they wanted to make
him katzin and ruler over them before the war...

14.Rashi to Shoftim 11:11
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To the place where all of them had gathered, for the Shechinah is manifest upon a large group.

15.Radak to Shoftim 11:11
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Or the reason is as | explained in Yehoshua [11:3], that this was the Mitzpah where the kings gathered to battle

Yehoshua. Because of the great salvation there, the custom in Israel was to gather there. An altar was there, and a place

for prayer, and to that Mitzpah the people of Gilad went with Yiftach, to speak their words before Gd in Mitzpah.



