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6:13-18 The Temple built and dedicated (continued)
1. Metzudat David to Ezra 6:17
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“Per the number” — Per the number of the tribes of Israel. And our sages said this was a temporary dispensation, for a
sin-offering is not brought as a voluntary donation.

2. Rashi to Chronicles Il 29:24
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Bamidbar 15 says, “And the entire nation will prepare a bull, etc.” and Vayikra 4 says, “And the nation will bring a

young bull as a sin-offering,” and here it says, “And they brought bulls and rams and young goats, seven!” It was a

temporary dispensation.

3. Talmud Yerushalmi, Horiyot 1:8, with Pnei Moshe commentary
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They asked Rabbi Yehudah: Chronicles Il 29:23 says, “And they brought forth the goat sin-offerings!” Rabbi Chiya cited
Rabbi Yochanan saying it was a temporary dispensation.
Pnei Moshe: They challenged Rabbi Yehudah, who says that goats brought to atone for idolatry are not leaned on...
And the goat sin-offerings they brought were to atone for idolatry! “It was a temporary dispensation,” for they had
sinned intentionally [and therefore could not bring an offering], and Chizkiyahu just wished to spur them toward mitzvot.

4. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Laws of the Rites of Korbanot 2:15
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And just as the princes brought items the likes of which would not be brought in the future when dedicating the altar,

and they brought on Shabbat, so the prince will bring his dedication in the future, as explained there. And so the

offerings they brought in the days of Ezra, those who came from the captivity, were miluim, and they were not conducted

in the future...

5. Talmud, Keritot 26a
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If [Yom Kippur atones for uncertain sin], why does a possible yoledet bring a korban after Yom Kippur has passede...
e Rav Hoshia stated: Vayikra 16:16 says ‘[Yom Kippur atones] for all of their sins,” not for all of their fvmot
e And per Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai, who says that the yoledet did sing Her korban is meant to permit her to eat
sacred items; she does not bring it for atonement.

6. Talmud, Menachot 45a
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“So declares G-d! On the first, on the first of the month, you shall take a young bull, without defect, and you shall atone

for the Temple.” “Atone?” It's a burnt offering [the bull of Rosh Chodesh]! Rabbi Yochanan said: Eliyahu will explain

this portion in the future. Rav Ashi said: They brought miluim in Ezra’s day, as they did in Moshe’s day.

7. Shifts Devarim 18:6-8



8. Talmud, Taanit 27a
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Moshe prepared for Israel 8 shifts — 4 from Elazar and 4 from ltamar. Shemuel came and made then 16. David came
and made them 24, as it is written...

6:19-22 Pesach is celebrated
9. Two relevant Pesach celebrations Chronicles Il 30, Chronicles Il 35:1-18

10. Talmud, Sanhedrin 12a-b
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Our sages taught: “We do not add to the year due to impurity. Rabbi Yehudah said we do.

e Rabbi Yehudah said: Once King Chizkiyah of Judea added to the year because of impurity, and he prayed for
mercy for himself, as Chronicles Il 30:18 says, “For a great many of the nation, a great many from Ephraim and
Menasheh and Yissachar and Zevulun had not become pure, for they ate the Pesach against Scripture, for
Chizkiyahu prayed regarding them, saying, ‘May the good Gd forgive.’

e Rabbi Shimon said: If they add due to impurity, it is added. Then why did he pray for mercy for himself2 Because
we only add Adar, and he added Nisan once Nisan had begun.

e Rabbi Shimon ben Yehudah cited Rabbi Shimon: Because he pushed Israel to perform Pesach Sheni [inappropriately;
and there was no leap month].”

11. Talmud, Kiddushin 70a
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How do we know that converts and freed slaves came? Rav Chisda cited the verse, “And all who had separated from
the impurity of the nations of the land, to them.”

12. Herodotus, The Histories, Book 1 Chapter 178

When Cyrus had made all the mainland submit to him, he attacked the Assyrians. In Assyria there are many other great
cities, but the most famous and the strongest was Babylon, where the royal dwelling had been established after the
destruction of Ninus.

What happened to the leaders?
13. Yaakov Liver, Encyclopedia Mikrait 2:940
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Regarding Zerubavel's fate, numerous contradictory hypotheses have been offered:
1) He led a movement to revolt and renew the Davidic line, joining a regional revolt in 519-518 BC, and was killed;
2) He took advantage of temporary Persian weakness to build the wall of Jerusalem and organize a military, and
Tatnai removed him;
3) He was loyal, but the Persians removed him for fear of revolt and an attempt to restore Davidic monarchy;
4) He completed the construction of the Beit haMikdash as foretold by Zecharyah, and then returned to Babylon;
5) He lived out his life as pecha.



