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Introduction

1. Outline of Perakim 11-12

e 11:1-3 The Making of an Outcast
e 11:4-11  Turning to the Outcast

e 11:12-28 An attempt at diplomacy
e 11:29-31 The infamous vow

e 11:32-40 The vow fulfilled

e 12:1-7  War with Ephraim

e 12:8-10 Ivtzan of Beit Lechem

e 12:11-12 Eilon haZevuloni

e 12:13-15 Avdon ben Hillel

2. Talmud, Rosh haShanah 25a-b
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e "And Samuel said to the nation [upon coronating Saul]: Gd, who made Moshe and Aharon, (Samuel | 12:6)"
e "And Gd sent Yerubaal [Gidon] and Bedan [Shimshon] and Yiftach and Samuel (Samuel | 12:11)"...
e "Moshe, and Aharon with his priests, and Samuel among those who call out in His Name (Psalms 99:6)".
The text equated the world's three lightweights with the world's three heavyweights, to tell you: Yerubaal in his generation
is as Moshe in his generation, Bedan in his generation is as Aharon in his generation, Yiftach in his generation is as
Samuel in his generation. To teach you that even the lightest of the light, if appointed as community leader, is like the
mightiest of the mighty.

3. Abarbanel, Introduction to Shoftim
DN AN, 20w "7 opM (F0:2) 1IN TR DPWOWI AR .ONEY DY DRI m2apm 7" 07 DY 0 1mn 0n 0vabnm Do
1n5°21 21 70X O3 112 Swn (22:17) YT MR RINT W LN NN DRI N72p OXY,02 727 "7 M W 72 9"y oonan
TRV M7 T I AWK DYR T DWOWAW PO0 PRY LN PEPRY WY 12 N Y 112 nambh 1y nabm (MERY) MmN
.72 9"V DOUDWT DNIR 117 072 1020 O°HY RIP1 1T QWY DRIWS NIRI2Y,A7aN
The judges and kings are appointed by the court, and Israel accepts them upon themselves. Regarding the Shoftim,
Shoftim 2:16 says, “And Gd appointed Shoftim,” meaning that they are appointed by the court, through whom the spirit
of Gd speaks. And regarding Israel’s acceptance it is explicit, as regarding Gidon in 8:22, “You should rule over us,”
and regarding Yiftach in 11:8 “You shall go with us and fight Amon, and you shall be the head and officer, etc.” And
without a doubt, the Shoftim were first aroused by a spirit of Gd, a spirit of counsel and might, and when Israel saw
that Gd’s Name was identified with them, [the Jews] chose them and appointed them as Shoftim via the court.

4. Talmud, Bava Kama 92b
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Rava said to Rabbah bar Mar: What is the source for the popular saying, “The bad palm goes to the tree that does not
bear fruit”¢ He replied: It is recorded in Torah, repeated in the Prophets, thrice in the Writings, learned in a mishnah
and learned in a braita. It is recorded in Torah, “And Esav went to Yishmael.” Repeated in the Prophets in Shoftim
11:3...

5. Midrash Tanchuma, Bechukotai 5
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“The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and one who ‘takes’ souls is wise.” (Proverbs 11:30) If one is righteous, even
though he is righteous, if he does not involve himself in Torah then he has nothing. “The fruit of the righteous is a tree of
life” is Torah. Because he is a person of Torah, he learns how to ‘take’ souls, as in, “one who takes souls is wise.” If he
vows the value of lives, he learns from the Torah how to do it. If he lacks Torah, he has nothing. So you find with Yiftach
of Gilead — he was not a person of Torah, and so he lost his daughter...

6. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 60:3
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And Pinchas was not there to release his vow? But Pinchas said, “He needs me; should | go to him2” And Yiftach said,

“I am the commander of Israel’s officers, should | go to Pinchas2” Between these two, the girl was lost...

7. Professor Mordechai Zer-Kavod, Daat Mikra to Shoftim pg. 120

The Making of an Outcast
8. Empties Shoftim 9:4; Samuel | 22:2; Chronicles Il 13:7

9. Rabbi Chaim Yosef Dovid Azulai, Chomat Anach to Shoftim 11:1
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One could say that Yiftach was a mighty person, and yet he lowered himself and did not engage in strife or confusion,
and the moment was lost and he fled from his brothers. Had he gone to a city in Israel, he would have needed to ascend
for the pilgrimage and to eat maaser sheni in Jerusalem, and he was concerned that in ascending he would come to
quarrel and dispute the elders of the city and his brothers. Therefore, he fled outside Israel, where he would not be
obligated to ascend for the pilgrimage, as per Tosafot Pesachim (3b), and where he would be exempt from tithing. See
how he was energetic and rewarded, and he fled strife.

10. Radak to Shoftim 11:1
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He was the son of Gilad’s concubine, who was called zonah because she lacked a ketubah and kiddushin with her
‘husband’, so that she was like a zonah even though she was monogamous;
And Yonatan rendered it as he did with “Rachav the zonah”, an innkeeper; Or this is its own matter, for a zonah is like
an innkeeper, making herself available;
And in the fargum of an added portion, “This was the practice in ancient Israel, that a portion would not go from tribe
to tribe, and so a man could not marry a woman from another tribe. When a woman loved a man who was not from
her tribe, she left her family without inheritance, and people called her ‘innkeeper’ for she loved a man who was not of
her tribe. And so happened with Yiftach’s mother.” It appears that the metargem needed all this because it said, “You
will not inherit in our father’s house, for you are the son of another woman.”...

11.Tov Samuel Il 10:6-8

12.Radak to Shoftim 11:3
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The name of the master of the land was “Tov”.

13. Abarbanel to Shoftim 11:3
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In a good, spacious land. Because it was good and satisfying land, empty men, without money or profit, gathered to
Yiftach.



