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6:6-12 Darius orders that construction go forward (continued)

1. Metzudat David to Ezra 6:11
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His punishment would be that a beam would be uprooted from his home, and it would be placed to hang him, and they
would hang him on it. This was a threat and exaggerated warning, to be hung on a tree uprooted from his home.

2. Destroying the criminal’s home? See Zecharyah 5:4

6:13-18 Temple built and dedicated
3. Malbim to Ezra 6:14
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This was Divine supervision cloaked in nature. It was “by order of the Gd of Israel”, a matter of supervision, but it was
not an open miracle, only “by order of the kings” in whose hearts Gd put this.

4. Malbim to Ezra 6:14
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In the view of our Sages in Rosh HaShanah this is one name, and so Rashi explained that Artachshasta is Darius, and

he is called [Artachshasta] because of the empire. And so [above in 4:7] “in the days of Artachshasta”, Rashi explained

this was Cyrus, for this was the view of the Sages.

5. Rashi to Ezra 6:14
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And by license of Cyrus, the first king of Persia, in whose day the foundation of the building was established; and by

license of Darius, the Persian king; and Artachashasta is Darius. He was called this because of the country and empire...

6. Rabbi Zerachyah Halevi, Baal haMaor to Rosh HaShanah, 1a 5''s9:7 5272
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... This is what emerges in our hands according to our sages’ midrash and their analyses. But the correct explanation
according fo the simple read is that Ezra 6:14, “And from the order of Cyrus, Darius and Artachshasta king of Persia,”
refers to three kings. It is as though it had said “kings of Persia”, for each of them was a Persian king. The first two were
mentioned regarding construction of the Temple, for Cyrus started it and Darius completed it. Beside them was
Artachshasta, the last king [listed], who also built the walls of Jerusalem... And this is not the first Artachshasta, who
commanded that they halt work on the Temple. Therefore the text juxtaposed these three kings and mentioned them in
sequence, fo mention their glory and merit.

7. lbn Ezra to Ezra 6:14
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“And Darius” is the elderly Mede [Daniel 6], “And Artachshasta” is Achashverosh, “to the reign of Darius” is the son of
Achashverosh.

8. A History of Dedications

o Kings|8:62-64 King Solomon
e Chronicles Il 29:15-36 King Chizkiyahu
e Chronicles Il 35:7-9 King Yoshiyahu

o FEzekiel 43:18-27, 45:18-25 Future Dedication



9. Malbim to Ezra 6:16
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The early ones have already explained “this house”: Had they merited it, the time of the future redemption would have
come then, and immediately after this construction a Temple would have descended from the heavens, like the Temple
envisioned by Yechezkel for the future. They would have begun the second dedication presented in Yechezkel. For now,
they performed this dedication; “this” indicates they anticipated another dedication. Yechezkel’s dedication would begin
on the 2314 of Adar, as explained there, and they extended their dedication to the 23 of Adar, 21 days. Had they
merited, the dedication of the last Temple, built by Heaven, would have happened immediately.

10. Malbim to Ezra 6:16
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And because Purim, with days of feasting and joy, occurs in those days, it said the essential joy was upon the dedication,
which was greater than the joy of Purim.

11. Midrash, Bamidbar Rabbah 13:1
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“Benefit Zion at Your desire... Then You will desire the sacrifices of righteousness, etc.” Because in the wildernessm
when they established the Mishkan they brought a little for the dedication of the altar... What is this like? Like a king
who traels, and they bring him a meal as they can manage on that road, in that inn. The king says to them, “So you
honour me and so you give me2 Am | not the king, do | not control the empire2” They reply, “Our master, we are on
the road, and we have given you according to the road and the innl When you enter civilization and when you enter
your palace, see how we will honour you!”

12. Talmud Yerushalmi, Horiyot 1:8, with Pnei Moshe commentary
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13. Rashi to Chronicles Il 29:24
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14. Talmud, Keritot 26a
SVART O 12 NYAR 7Y .aNRAIW 299 XYY - "onRun 937" XYW 20 MR LN RY 2" 770 12V N9 P90 ,aNva KON
RXON7 717937 KDY KT DOWTR NP2IR2 1NWORY L1202 N1 KPR 02 NTPY 291017 RIOR OR1 LK NRVIT NT9Y
If [Yom Kippur atones for uncertain sin], why does a possible yoledet bring a korban after Yom Kippur has passed?...
e Rav Hoshia stated: Vayikra 16:16 says ‘[Yom Kippur atones] for all of their sins,” not for all of their fumot.
e And per R’ Shimon bar Yochai, who says that the yoledet did sin2 Her korban is meant to permit her to eat
sacred items; she does not bring it for atonement.

15.Talmud, Menachot 45a
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16. Shifts Devarim 18:6-8

17.Talmud, Taanit 27a
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