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An odd midrash

1. Talmud, Megilah 11b
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“In those days, when the king sat” and then “In the third year of his reign”2 Rava said: What is “when [the king] sat”2

When his mind was settled. He said: Belshazzar calculated and erred, | will calculate and not err...

Belshazzar said, "Now, certainly, they will not be redeemed! | will take out the implements of the Temple and use them."

Thus Daniel said, "You elevated yourself over the Master of Heaven, and the implements of His house were brought

before you." And it says, “That night, King Belshazzar was killed”...

[Achashverosh] said “He erred; | will calculate and not err.”... When he saw that the seventy were complete and they

were not redeemed, he said, “Now, certainly, they will not be redeemed! | will take out the implements of the Temple

and use them." The Satan came and danced among them, and he killed Vashti.

2. Talmud, Megilah 12a
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“And drinking from gold vessels, and vessels of different kinds [shonim]” — Shouldn't it be meshunim? Rava said: A voice

emerged and said to them, “The first were destroyed because of the vessels, and you will repeat [shonim] with them?e”

Approach 1: Conguest Reversed

3. Shemuel | 5:1-2
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And the Philistines took the Ark of Gd and brought it from Even ha’Ezer to Ashdod. And the Philistines took the Ark of
Gd and brought it to the house of Dagon, and they placed it beside Dagon.

4. Shemuel Il 12:29-30
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And David gathered the entire nation and went to Rabbat, and he fought her and conquered her. And he took the crown

of Malkam from his head, and its weight was one kikar of gold and a precious stone, and it was on David’s head...
Rashi: “the crown of Malkam” — The idol of Amon was named Malkam, like Molech.

5. The Mesha Stele (William Hayes Ward translation), 9th century BCE, Lines 17-18
And from there | took the vessels of T, and | brought them before Kemosh.

6. Melachim Il 24:12-13
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And Yehoyachin, King of Judea, went out to the Babylonian king — him, his mother, his servants, his officers and his

sarisim. And the Babylonian king took him in the eighth year of [Nevuchadnezzar's] reign. And he took out from there

all of the stores of the house of Gd and the stores of the king’s house, and he cut up all of the gold vessels which Shlomo,

King of Israel had made in the Sanctuary of Gd, as Gd had said....

7. Melachim Il 25:14-15
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And the pots and shovels... and all of the copper vessels with which they had served, they took. And the pans...



8. Daniel 1:1-2
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In the third year of the reign of Yehoyakim, King of Judea, Nevuchadnezzar King of Babylon came to Jerusalem, and

besieged her. And Gd gave Yehoyakim, King of Judeq, into his hand, with some of the vessels of the house of Gd. And

he brought them to Shinar, to the house of his god, and he brought the vessels into the store of his god.

Q. Daniel 5:1-2
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King Belshazzar made a great meal for his one thousand leaders, and he drank wine opposite one thousand. Because
of the wine, Belshazzar said to bring the gold and silver vessels which his father Nevuchadnezzar had taken out of the
palace in Jerusalem, and they would drink with them...

Approach 2: Depraved Twins: Achashverosh and Belshazzar

10. Daniel 5:10-11
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At the word of the king and his leaders, the queen came to the feast. The queen declared and said: May the king live

forever! Do not be frightened by your thoughts, and let your face not change. There is a man in your empire...

11. Daniel 5:17
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Then Daniel declared before the king, “Keep your gifts, and give your spoils to others, but | will read the text to the king,
and | will tell him the meaning.”

12.Talmud, Megilah 12b
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"And the king was very angry." Why was he so upset? Rava said: She sent to him, "Son of my father's stable boy! My

father drank the equal of one thousand men and was not intoxicated, and this man becomes foolish in his wine."

Approach 3: Our arc of defeat and victory

13. Talmud, Ketuvot 110b-111a
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Rav Yehudah said: Anyone who ascends from Babylon to the Land of Israel violates a commandment, as it says, “They

will be brought to Babylon, and there they will be until the day | recall them; this is the word of Gd.” And what did

Rabbi Zeira think? That is written regarding the vessels of service. And Rav Yehudah? He brought another verse...

14. Yirmiyahu 27:21-22
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For so says Gd, Lord of Israel, regarding the vessels that remain in the house of Gd and in the house of the king of
Judah and Jerusalem. They will be brought to Babylon, and there they will be until the day | recall them...

15.Ezra 1:7
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And King Cyrus brought out the vessels of the house of Gd which Nevuchadnezzar had taken from Jerusalem, placing
them in the house of his god.

16. Yeshayah 43:14
..71923 "NTPY DIYRY 12X WITP DPPRA T MR 119
So declares Gd, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel. | have sent to Babylon for you...



